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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITT - C 



Ret Knoxville letter to Director dated 12/9/5$. 






A copy of this letter was inadvertently not designated for the 
Washington Field Office* Enclosed is a copy of referenced letter for 
the information of the Washington Field Office, and they are requested 
to make the necessary correction as set forth in reflet* 

S>- Director (61-7511) 
1 - Washington Field (Encl.l) 
1 - Knoxville (61-12) 
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artment of Agricu lture, Cleveland, Tennessee, on k/2/56, advised ,1 
^■■^^^■■K that he had received a request from MIL ES 
HORTON, President of the Highlander Folk School, ^Monteagle, Tennessee, 
to make a talk concerning conservation matters before the school ~"~" 
In June 1956. He stated he declined the invitation hut felt "Uiat 
HORTON might insist upon his making the talk. 

^■■■■■1^9 stated he had heard from individuals residing 
in vicinity that this school had the reputation for heing inclined 
toward s communism, an d that he therefore did not desire to make the 
talk. M^HHlHW asked as to whether this school was subject of 

investigation "by the FBI. 

4Hfl| V vas furnished no information concerning this 
school. He indicated he might request the Department of Agriculture 
to contact the Bureau in Washington concerning this matter. 
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HIGHLAKDSl FOLK SCHOOL 
Mont eagle. Tenneeecc 

MRS. MILSS BORTOV* »lc© 
known as Mr*. Kylec Rorton 
Highlander Polk Sohool 

Monteagla, TenneiMO 

MR. MIL2S BOHTOH, Ulo 
known a* Mr. My lea Rorton 
Highlander Folk School 
Monteagle, Tennoaeee 
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All confidential Informants referred to In this 
manor and on have furnlahed reliable Information in the paat. 

On April 21 * X94£» * confidential informant ^ 

adfieed that My lee Hor ton, £ Highlander Jolk Sohool , Monte agi o , 
jpeimee»oe f waa a apeaker it a meeting of the Southern — - 

Conference for Human ./elf are Which wae held in Haabrrllle, 
Tenneaeee, on April 19 through 21, 19>2» According to the 
informant, Horton apoke on the importance of training the 
youth of the nation both vocationally and In democracy. 
The Southern Conference for Human welfare haa been cited by 
the Special Cocrclttee on Un-An*erlcan Aotlvltlea, Report, 
March 29, 19ij4# P«ge 147 c» • "Conraoniat front which ^^. ^ 
received money from the Robert Karahell foundation, one of 
the prlnclpaV aou rcee of the funda by which many Com manlet 
front* operate.* iH||^HHMHHHHHHHHHHlHP Ji r /CLs 

121-33956-52) *"^ 

On October 14, 1952» * aonfldential Informant 
furnished the following information e oncoming the """- 

Highlander Polk School t 
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"The Highlander Folk School is an institution , ^ 
located near Monteafile, Tennessee* It is an Institution 
with classes on a serfilnar basis and supported primarily ; : 
by donations from individuals, from labor unions In the 
form of peynenta for atudenta who attend, and to aotse 
extent by the Parmer* • Onion. It oftmra course* of 
instruction In labor organisations social economics, 
parliamentary procedure and the general field of labor 
education. This school has had C canonist Party moabers 
on Its staff as instructors, [and has followed the practice 
of welcoming Communist party neo&ers ma students, but to 
r& knowledge, the school has never offered courses of 
Instruction in eoronunlst natters nor has the eocnunlst 
tlenent^ever completely controlled the institution. "J J^u 

■■ IOO-7254-IO84) ■ ' ■ . , . 

—-KL Another Governmental agency which conducts 

intelli^encs investigations has advieed that Louis Francis 

Buden*. former editor of the 'Daily vorker," an east 

coast connunlet newspaper, and an sdiaitted forraar official 

in the Coi^nunist Party, advised on Hovecrtwr 21, 1953, that 

vtha Highlander Folk School was prooownanist. (House of Re pre. Select 

. :ors\ to Inv Foundations and ether Organs; lOO-725^-108ij.) 

On April 19, 19,9, Paul Crouch, a self-adnitted 

foraer raeaber of the Communist party, furnished to this 

Bureau a signed state raent in which he described Kyles 

Horton as s left wing socialist who was always close to 

the C ceramist Party* Ac o or ding to this steteiaent Horton 

met with officials and representatives of the Coaaunlst 

Party to discusa policy and procedure during the period froca 

1939 to 1941 3 and, even though he showed some independence 

in thought, Horton usually followed the coramunlsv Party 

line. The statement continues that In 1941 Horton could 

have been described as a close syrjpathiser and follower 

of the Comnsnnlst Party linef and that his wife, Zylphla 

Ha? ton, was even closer to the Party than her husband* 

According to Crouohta statement, when he last saw 

Zylphia Horton In 1941 she was seriously considering 

joining the Coarwmist party* 

(100-10355-31*5) 
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For your additional Information pleaae be 
advised that ?t»lea Horton referred to above teat if iad la 
public session before tha Jenner Committee on March 20, 
195^. Ton oay deeiro to eonault re c or 1a of thia Committee 
for additional information concerning the subject of your 
inquiry* (62-68217-1^96) 

The foregoing information la furnished to you aa 
a reault of your request for an FBI fila shock and is not 
to be construed at a clearance or a nonclearanoe of the 
individual involved. Thia inforn-ation it furniahed for 
your uae and should not be disseminated outside ot your 
agency. 
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NOTE: Thumbnail Sketch re Highlander Folk School was 
checta*as up to date with organization Desk,Jnv, on school 
conducted in 191+1 - 19U3 based upon numerous complaints 
received in Knoxville Office concerning Communist 
activities at the school. Reports have never been disseminated 
and contain notes reflecting much of the subversive 
derogatory information contained therein has been 
repudiated by individuals previously furnishing 
information. No investigation has been conducted 
concerning Mrs. Myles Horton. security - type 
investigation conducted on Myles Horton in 194-2 and 1944 
based upon information reflecting that Horton may be a 

COIFtosITlAL 



--.*.:,*. i 



*■ -t '-. 









■ '■■ ■ :**■ i jj &~»*j ii vt ! V *&•- 






3=^-.V*« 










♦•^T?'*^ 




v^ 



communist and that the Highlander Polk School was communiat 
dominated. The investigation on Horton conaiata of 2 ..■■-■-. 
reports of the Knoxville office, one dated 3-18-1^2 and the 
other dated 1-25-4U. The latter report reflects that the 
investigation on Rorton was closed in 19^+ since no infor* 
mation had been reliably furni shed # that he was interested 
or active in» Communist Party affairs in the Knoxville 
area, although a number of known communists and followers 
of the Party line were found to be interested in the 
Highlander Folk School. It is also noted tbat these 
reports have not been previously disseminated and much 
of the subversive, derogatory information contained 
therein has been repudiated. 
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«/ feel that no one on the American scene is 
Jkint a treater contribution to the bu.ld.nt of 



democracy* 



—Richard C. Shipman 
Acting President 
Montana Farmers Unton 
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INTRODUCTION 

Since 1932 Highlander hat served at a year round 
educational center for rural and industrial community leaden 
and has contributed to the enrichment of the indigenous 
cultural values of the mountain region in which the school 
is located. 

Our democratic purpose and the educational needs of 
the people have determined Highlander's approach. As 
unionism became a significant factor in the lives of the 
mountain people, workers education and the training of local 
leaders for farm organizations were given special attention. 
Wc were able to educate the emerging leaders and broaden 
their concept of leadership to include responsibilities as 
citizens. Students carried back into their organizations con- 
cepts learned at Highlander, wh*re their problems and plans 
were freely discussed in the light of democratic principles. 

While the program has never been limited to work 
with organizations, wc felt that a portion of our time could 
be profitably spent in developing leadership for the local 
unions and farm organisations in the South. Today many 
unions are in a position to do much of their own training. 
Highlander can now make its greatest contribution, even to 
the unions, by bringing together people from all walks of 
life for an educational experience. 

Highlander has been emphasizing in recent yean educa- 
tion for community leaden and providing educational services 
only to organizations where there is a maximum opportunity 
for free and fruitful discussion. 
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Our present emphasis is the mountain region which in- 
cludes part of eight states and has a tradition of independence 
that should provide a sound basis for free discussion and 
libera] education. 

The shift in emphasis which has been taking place if 
reflected by a three year project for the training of com- 
munity leaders, and by short resident schools for lay com- 
munity leaders. 

While we will continue the extension program, it is in 
the resident schools and workshops that the most effective 
education is carried on. The best education takes place when 
people can withdraw from the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life and get a new perspective. Highlander provides such 
an opportunity through a year around program of resident 
schools for community leaden and other adults. 
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RESIDENCE PROGRAM 

LABOR SCHOOLS ... 

United Packinghouse Workers of America, CIO 
Staff and Officers School 

February 28 — March 6 — Enrollment 51 
March 7 — March 15 — Enrollment 53 

Tennessee CIO School 

June 21 — June 27 — Enrolment 41 

International Union of Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers 

Southern Staff Schoo) 

August 17 — August 22 — Enrollment 18 

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING . . . 

Interested individuals and representatives of organiza- 

;'i.r.<- •■'•lik which Highlander has worked took part in a 

F»-.-»u ; ve Council Meeting on April 27-28, called 

for the purpose of enlarging the program. Out of this meet- 

■ ■J c «m>. ?V- : ;nirncr workshops on segregation in the public 
schools. 

summer workshops ON "The Supreme Court 
/"'; -visions and the Public Schools . . . 

J>,;> 12 — Auguit 8 Full and Part-Time Enrollment 59 
.' ^s. ui ? 9 — August 15 Full and Part-Time Enrollment 33 

Thi first workshop of four weeks was devoted to in- 

:;.Jv of the problems of segregation and integration; 

3 . -i [i,. c'^clopment of materials which might be useful in 

meeting thece problems. 

In the second workshop, participants analyzed the 
materials developed in preparing /or work in their own 
C'.'i ■»:-' -.s anj for distribution. 

The rwj workshops were attended by a total of 71 

re-pi. i: of whom were Southern community leaders 

.-.■.(. states. SDtne were enrolled in both workshops. 

i* r .;iLs included ministers, farmers, industrial workers, 

coilcj:* and high school teachers and students, YWCA secre- 
''-• ' idiiif education leaders and members of interracial, 
.* i'.tr>iai and civic organizations. 

7 ne workshops were directed by Paul Bennett, a former 
Ai«ba:n« high school teacher on the Highlander staff for the 
summer. 

.- t ■'<■■ of $5,000 from the Field Foundation 
i «vt i! j.- -si tie to bring in discussion leaders and provide 
fc.'\o'ir:>,ipf for community leaden. 

(Met detailed report on request.) 
— 4 — 
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CONFERENCES ... 

Informal week end conferences were held throughout 
the year for small groups of Tennessee Fanners Union 
representatives, church, labor, and community leaders. 

SEMINARS . . . 

College Groups: 

Dr. Morris Mitchell and students from Putney Graduate 
School of Teacher Education, Putney, Vermont, studied 
Highlander educational methods. 

Professor Robert Freedman and students from Colgate 
University, Hamilton, New York, studied the various High- 
lander programs. 

Students from St. Luke's Theological Seminary, Sewanee, 
Tennessee, took part in the summer workshops. 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROJECT . . 

The purpose of this project is to work out methods for 
training lay community leaders. They are to be given a 
better understanding of the nature of a democratic society 
and the individual's role as a citizen. 

Potential leaders will be selected from demonstration 
communities and given help in stimulating interest and in 
leading discussion on issues and problems affecting the com- 
munity. The training will be given at Highlander and in 
the communities. This project has been made possible by a 
three year grant from the Schwarzhaupt Foundation. 

The Community Leadership Training Project was 
launched by a study of the region and of the potentialities 

for the kind of program envisioned. After considerable study 
it was decided that the director of the school would train 
a small staff who would then work in demonstration 
communities. 

The people being considered for the training staff were 
brought into the planning session of the summer workshops 
and later used as assistants. They took part in staff meetings 
throughout the five weeks of the workshops on integration 
in the public schools. Following these workshops, an evalua- 
tion was made of the methods used and their relevance to 
the community leadership program. 

As a means of providing further training, plans were 
made for them to take charge of weekly community and 
Highlander staff discussions on Human Freedom. 

—■J — 
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In addition, a number of community leaders, including 
an entire family, were brought into the workshops in the 
hope of developing their interest in the project. 

Finally, three people were selected for more intensive 
training; one from Monteagle; another a new staff member 
who had experience in church work; and a member of the 
Highlander FiJm Center staff. We are experimenting wim 
fresh approaches to community leadership training, and with 
the use of visual aids as an integral part of the leadership 
training program. 

flans have been worked out for a school for the train- 
ing staff. 

FILM CENTER . . . 

Of special significance was the deve'opment of film 
strip* directed to audience participation. Called in as a 
rn««-.i-,-,t hy »h* «tat/- CIO, ;» film strip "When the Union 
Comes In" was made and its use demonstrated. In demon- 
*?*-" ; ■-'>;.. *i>nugh light »■?? Jrf? on during the performance 
for the discussion leader to see his audience. Without the 
-j<< o_* a typed script, the leader told a story of the union 
in his own words. Certain pictures were designed to evoke 
audience reaction and discussion, there being no end title; 
the discussion was not broken off at the end of the film strip. 

This approach was used by another union in a film strip 
cal'ed. "One Company, One Union, One Contract." 

Other film strip? produced: 

"Help Democracy Grow," — for Highlander; 
"High Cost of Segregation,"- — growing out of the 

summer workshops-, 
"An Atlanta Housing Story," — for the Atlanta Urban 

league. 

A series of slide sequences are being produced for the 
i;.n...;,...ur.al Ladies Garment Workers Union, AFL, telling 
'...t ..i'j.) v* uic dues iloiiai, the health and welfare program, 
and the educational program. 

Three television camera training film strips were pro- 
dared. The Film Center staff trained discussion leaders in 
thfr use of visuals in addition to producing film strips, 

photographs and charts, 

UNITARIAN SERVICE CAMP . . . 

jv'y $ — August 25 — Enrollment 10 

The Service Camp program provided an opportunity 
for teen n%tr$ to share in constructive work in an .atmosphere 
of cooperative Jiving *nti freedom of discussion. 
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The campers stained the main building, repairing and 
rain ling the screens and windows and repairing the roof. 
A late spillway was cleared out and a swimming area roped 
off. The library was put in order. 

The campers took part in the workshops and community 
meetings, in addition to discussion programs of their own. 

Field trips were made to Fisk University, Fontana Dam, 
and Cherokee, N. C. 

One camper said, "By this summer's experience, we 
Juie learned to live together and learned to work together. 
\\\ did this by helping other people first and not ourselves.** 

Harold and Daphne Hogstrom, camp directors, were 
a-iMcd by Byron and Ethel Kelham. As staff advisor, Mort 
I aacs, p'anncd the work and a series of discussions on the 
Sjuth led by Highlander staff and visitors. 

LIBRARY . . . 

Books and research materials on segregation, which were 
u»cd during the summer workshops, have been added to the 
Harry Lasker Memorial Library. 

FARM . . . 

Additional pasture land was cleared and a winter storage 
house bui't as a part of a year round home grown food 
program. Mort Isaacs started an irrigated vegetable garden 
which supplied food throughout the summer. Surplus vege- 
tables were canned and stored. 

Occasional fish were provided by the Highlander lake. 

NEW 8TAFr . . . 

Mort and Ann Isaacs joined the staff in November, 
1952. Mort is from Helena, Arkansas, Ann from New- 
foundland, Canada. The Isaacs came to Highlander from 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Paul Bennct, on the staff for the summer, first came 
to Highlander as a student at a Farmers Union School. He 
is doing graduate work at Howard University. 

Student assistants were: 

Barbara Shipherd, Antioch College 
Mikii Fowlkes, University of Arkansas 
Annajean Sherman, University of Alaska 
Ellen Beecher, Antioch College 

— 7 — 
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COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

OLD FOLKS DAY . . . 

Highlander instituted a periodic "Old Timers Da v." 
All people in the community over 65 are brought to the 
school for a big meal and then left alone to iwap stories, 
fish, or see what it going on at the school. 

NURSERY SCHOOL . . . 

Joanna Willimetz, Nursery School Director, is on the 
Kindergarten Advisory Committee of the Association of 

wj.i.uhujd Education, International. 

The annual Christmas part}- was given at the Summer- 
field grammar school for all the community children. 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS . . . 

A picnic honoring Dr. Lilian Johnson, formerly of 
.Memphis and donator of the original Highlander building*, 
was attended by seventy-five people from the community 

-»-.i ccunty. 

Asha Devi Aryanayakam of the Basic Education School 
in Sevagram, India, and a delegate to the Social Welfare 
Commission of the United Nations, spoke at a community* 
meeting. The Sevagram school was established by Mahatma 
Ghandi. She wrote she was "deeply inspired" by her visit 
and that she would make her home at Highlander if she 
lived in America. 

Gouri Bosc of India, a student at Tulane University, 
spoke at the Summerfield Grammar School. 

Dcvina Del Carmen, Ozamis City, Phillipincs, showed 

slide* and spoke at a community meeting. 

Cipriano MaJonzo, President of the Federation of Labor, 
Zainboanga, Phillipincs, spoke at the Summerfield Grammar 
^.hool. 

Miss Carmen and Mr. Malonzo were students of former 
Highlander staff member, Frances Thompson at Silliman 
University, Dumaguete, Negros Oriental, Philippine Islands. 

Naofusa Hirai, a Shinto priest from Japan •, Gunter 
Weinert, Berlin, Germany, here under the auspices of the 
work-study Training Productivity Program; and Professor 
R. H. Kinvig, University of Birmingham, England, visited 
Li it Khovl and community. 

The Community Building was used for Summerfield 
Co-op Meetings, square dances and other neighborhood 
gathering*. 
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EXTENSION PROGRAM 

FARM AND LABOR CONFERENCES . . . 

CIO Educational Conference, Denver, Colorado, 
February. 

Myles Horton gave introductory address and taught 
steward class. 

Louisiana and Texas Sugar Workers Schools, Raceland 
and New Orleans, February. 

The two one week schools were run by Myles Horton 
for the U.P.W.A. Zilphia Horton taught and led singing. 

Montana Farmers Union School, Great Falls, Montana, 
January 11-18. 

Zilphia Horton conducted a class in folk songs and 
Myles Horton a class in community leadership. 

UNITED PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS OF AMERICA 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM . . . 

Highlander continued to provide direction for the 
UPWA's educational department until April, 1953. 

The main emphasis was on the development of educa- 
tional or discussion leaders from the union ranks. Forty-four 
additional educational leaders were trained. (October 1952 
through March 1953). A majority of these voluntary 
leaders conducted steward training classes in their own locals 
and led discussions on current issues. Without some such 
system of voluntary discussion leaders, full time union 
educators will continue to be tied down to stewird training. 

In addition to developing the local discussion leaders, 
a number of schools and conferences were run by the UPWA 
education representatives. 

Two schools were held at Highlander for the officials 
and UPWA staff. 

A Steward Training Manual (second section), a Hand- 
book for Discussion Leaders, and a Resume of Procedures 
for Instructor Training were put out by the Educational 
Department. 

In an article, 'The 'Drip* Theory in Labor Unions" 
in the 195 3 Spring issue of Antioch Review, Kermit Eby 
says: "Miles Horton of the CIO United Packinghouse Work- 
ers of America has already introduced something 'new' in 
the 6eld of worker education. His educational program 
assumes that men living with men in a union have common 
concerns. Discussion of these problems—* discussion led by 
the workers themselves — moves from wages to contract, to 
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stewardship, and rhis to the relation between officials and local 
membership) between locals and the national and inter- 
national office*. No outside experts are called in to impress 
the class with their status. Skill and knowledge emerge as 
worker stud)' their own contract, its provisions, the local 
political structure and other onion interests. 

"Some of the political heads in the United Packing- 
house Workers of America are protesting the work Horton's 
education^} program is doing because it means that the pat 
answers which these same pohticos hand the rank and file 
no longer suffice. Horton emphasizes what he a)]s the 
'«-<::!.■. V.i.-r' sitKcr than the 'drip' system of education- 
ideas perking up from the rank and file rather than dripping 
down from the top. Horton's program differs basically from 
other more conventional methods in labor education because 
of its emphasis on developing leadership from the rank and 
file, and because it emphasiaes discussion topics chosen by 
the workers rather than topics written on the blackboards 
by staff members." 

(More detailed report on request.) 

CONFERENCES ATTENDED . . . 

Highlander staff members attended the NAACP Confer- 
ence, Chattanooga; Spring Educational Conference, Chicago; 
Conference on Youth and Racial Unity Thru Educational 
Opportunities, Columbia, S. C; Race Relations Institute, 
Fisk University, Nashville; Southern Regional Council for 
Children Under Six, Daytona Beach, F.'orida. 

PUBLICITY 

articles about Highlander appearing in 1953: 

Montana Farmers Union News, January 28 

National Union Farmer, January-February 

The Denver Post, February 7 

7\.. *!r;; ..:;r, 3 rV:£'ous magazine published in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in the February issue had as its prime 
exhibit for "Brotherhood Week", an article about 
Highlander. 

Procresssve Architecture, February 
Rocky Mountain News, February 7 
The Packinghouse Worker, March 
Los. Angeles Sunday News, April 5 
The San Francisco Chronicle, April 8 
The San Francisco News, April 8 
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The Daily News, Los Angeles, April 9, an editorial, 
"Fear of Losing Status Breeds Race Hatred" and an 
article, "Meet Mr. Southerner, new style; fights 
segregation." 

The American Teacher, April 

The Antioch Review, Spring Issue 

The Wilmington Morninc News, May 12 

The Sun Reporter, San Francisco, May 23, J. Maceo 

Green's Column, "The Weekly Report." 
District 3 Blade, UPWA, May 
The Packinghouse Worker, June 
CIO News, July 13 
Adult Leadership, July-August 
Furniture Workers' Press, July-August 

RADIO . . . 

The Highlander director was interviewed by Chet 
Huntley, ABC, Los Angeles; by Leslie Claypool, KFWB, 
Los Angeles; and by Robert Schultz, KPFA, Berkeley, in 

August. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

SUMMARY . . . 

Highlander ended the fiscal year with an operating 
fund of $12,859.98 and a $5,000 reserve fund. Income 
was $59,220.47. Expenditures were $54,524.96. (Detailed 
financial statement on request.) 
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HIGHLANDER 

Highlander Folk School, chartered in 
1932 for "adult education, the training of 
rural and industrial leaders tutd general 
academic education**, keeps open bouse 
in the Tennessee mountains for people 
and ideas. Adults, without reference to 
color, religion, schooling or economic 
status gather here throughout die year. 
Students and teachers live informally in 
half a dozen houses around a lake. Here 
they study, discuss and plan how best to 
meet the challenging social, educational 
and economic problems confronting in- 
dividuals and communities in the South. 
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Everyone is a "Public Speaker. " 

Public Speaking is just a big name for getting up on your feet and telling 
people what you think. Most of us feel at home when we sit around a table 
and talk to our friends and try to convince them. But when we stand up, we 
get nervous or scared. Everyone feels the same when he gives a speech, even 
the high-powered orators who seem so sure of themselves. Just ask one of them 
and see what he says. 

There are 4 good ways to get rid of that n scared n feeling: 



1. 
2. 
3. 



4. 



Know what you want to say. 

Be sincere. 

Remember that the people you're talking 

to are your friends - good union people 

so just relax. 
Practice. 



A* Presentation of Speech 

The best way to learn to speak well is to speak often. There's no substitute 
for practice. But there are a few principles that should be kept in mind be- 
cause they'll help you to Improve your speech and get your point across. 

1. Look at everyone. 



Unless you lcok r.t everyone, some people are going to lose interest - 
they'll feel that you're not talking to them . You've seen speakers who 
fasten their eyes en poor Joe in the front row. This just makes Joe 
uncomfortable, cud makes the rest of the people feel that they've been 
forgotten and shouldn't really be there, that the speaker is having a 
private conversation with Joe. 

And then there are speakers who will talk to the ceiling or the floor, 
or to the trees and buildings outside, or to one section of the 
audience. You've ssen speakers like that. And do you remember what 
your reaction wan? You started thinking of something else and didn't 
hear what tho spaaker was saying. Or, if the speaker became interested 
in some noise, or passing car, you did too - and forgot what he was 
saying. 

The sane thing will happen to your audience unless you look at all of 
them and make thorn feel that you have something important to say to 
each and every one of them. 



You want to make your audience have confidence in you, make them 
listen to every word you have to eay. But they won't do that if you 
have to lean on something for support, or if you stand like this y~>^ 

or like this 





Stand up. Show them that you believe what you're saying and they'll 
oelieve you. 

3. Pon't rush. 

Remember to speak slowly enough so that everyone can hear all your words 
«r ; d won't get just a jumble of sounds. The larger a room is, the longer 
it takes your words to reach all the people - so don't run your words 

t?£- ther so that they sound like this: 

Brothersandsisterslthinkpoliticalactionisimportant, 

Speak slowly, clearly, distinctly. 

I"j»« variety and emphasis. 

Don't speak in a monotone so that you sound like a motor droning on 
endlessly. Your audience will be bored, and so would you if you 
could hear yourself. 

Don't say: "Brothers and Sisters, we must all vote." 

SAY: "Brothers and Sisters, wj must all vote .'" 

".--e:ii& you use emphasis, everything in your speech will seem equally 
.... r ^ *eaiu. Stress the points you want your audience to remember. 

And don't always speak at the same speed. If you have something to 
3 ay that you especially want everyone to hear, slow up just before it. 
Your audience will be curious; they'll be waiting anxiously for your 
next word. 
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5« Use your arms . 

Your audience didn't come to see a statue - they came to see people 
and hear people speak. If you stand like this when you say, 




"Let's get out and see that everyone votes," people aren't likely to 

have much enthusiasm. But if you use your arms, like this 
they'll know you really mean it. 




Hands and arms, when used naturally, will add greatly to the effective- 
ness of your speech. But don't force it. Unless your gestures are 
navoxal, they'll look funny. So wait until you have confidence in 
yourself and can relax. Then you'll find it easy 'to use your arms 
and hands. 

6. Ko mannerisms . 

If you usually rub your ear, or drum on a table, or play with your 
watch, or scratch your head, or twist a pencil - DON 1 ?. Your audience 
will become so interested in your performance that they won't hear 
what you have to say. 

B. C ontent of Speech 

What are you going to say to your audience? How are you going to say it? 
Tfcpre are some principles here too that will help you to make an effective 

speech, 

!• Think of y our audience . 

Suppose your subject is "Political Action and the CIO. " Would you 
give the same speech to the Chamber of Commerce, your own union, the 
Parent -Teachers Association, a church group, some college professors? 
If you did, your speech wouldn't be very successful. You must vary 
your emphasis^ words and material for each group. 

always think car fully of who your audience will be before you prepare 

a speech. 

2. Decide on yo ur main idea . 

Don't ever have too many ideas in one speech - people just won't remem- 
ber them. If you 're the best of speakers, they 're liable to remember 
two ideas. If you're not, they'll remember one - if your speech is 
good. So if you have lots of ideas, save them for another time. 

-3 - 
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And don't be afraid of repeating your main idea too often - say it at 
the beginning, say it in the middle of your speech, and say it at the 
end. That way, people will be more likely to remember it. 

3. Make an outline . 

Now that you've decided what you're going to talk about and the main 
idea you want to get across, make an outline. 

An outline sounds like something unfamiliar - but it isn't. We. all 
make mental outlines every time we talk. It ! s just getting things we 
want to say in order, so that they will convince the people we 're 
talking to. 

But if you 're making a speech and want to make sure that you remember 
what you're going to say, write the outline on a card or a slip of 
paper so that you can glance at it. 

This leaflet is in outline form. If you wanted to use this leaflet as 
the basis for a speech - you could write it on a card in this way: 

Subject - Public Speaking 

Main Idea - Everyone can speak if he remembers 
a few simple principles and prac- 
tices them. 

A. Presentation of Speech 

1. Look at everyone 

2. Stand erect 

3. Don't rush 

4.. Use variety and emphasis 

5. Use your arms 

6. No mannerisms 

B. Content of Speech 

1. Think of your audience 

2. Decide on your main idea 

3. Make an outline 

4. Don't memorize your speech 

5. Work on opening and closing sentences 

6. Use stories, facts and figures 

7. Be brief 

This same thing can be done with any subject you choose. 
«., l/on't memorize vour speech . 

Don't think that you'll forget what you want to say if you don't memorize 
your speech. You have an outline on a card which will help you remember. 
Use your outline - don't write the speech out . 
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There's nothing more likely to put an audience to sleep than a 
memorized speech. It sounds too mechanical. And you know how 
foolish a speaker looks when he forgets part of his memorized 
speech and gets a blank look on. his face and stammers. 



5. Work on opening and closing sentences . 

Your opening and closing sentences are the most important part 
of your speech. 

Your opening sentence should get your audience interested in what 
you're going to say and should tell them your main idea. Don't talk 
around your subject. Jump right in. You know how restless you get 
when a speaker rambles on and on and never seems to get to the point. 

Don't say: "Brothers and Sisters, I'm here tonight 

to speak on the subject "Political Action 
and Local Unions. " 

SAY: "Brothers and Sisters, Political Action is the 
most vital issue facing local unions today* * 

Your closing sentence should sum up what you've been saying - should 
repeat your main idea, should make your audience want to get out and 
do something about what you've been saying. 

Your closing sentence is the last thing your audience will hear, the 
sentence that will stay in their minds when they leave. Make the most 
of it - make it really a punch line. 

Above all DON'T: 

1. Say, "Well, I guess I'm through," or 

"I guess that's all" - end with 
a bang. 

2. Sit down or walk off while you're 
saying your last sentence - it's 
an awful letdown and detracts from 
the force of what you're saying. 

6» Use stories, facts and figure? . 

If you want to convince your audience that you really know what you're 
talking about and aren't just talking through your hat, use some facts 
and figures. Only don't use too many - they can get very tiresome. 
Make sure that they fit into your speech and make sure that they are 
easy to understand. Your audience won't have time to sit down and 
figure them out with pencil and paper. 



-5 - 



Use stories to put your point across. Stories help people to understand 
what you're trying to say. Stories do the same thing for a speech that 
a cartoon does for an editorial page of a newspaper - ttiey simplify 
and give a picture that people will remember long after all your words 
are forgotten. 

Instead of saying, "It can be done," tell about 
someone who did it. 

Make sure, though, that your story fits into your subject and that it 
describes people and things familiar to your audience. 

7. Be brief . 

Long speeches weary both the speaker and the audience. . Say what you 
have to say; then sit down. Your audience will really appreciate your 
speech if it is short. And it will be three times as effective as a 
long speech. If your speech is well organized, and you know your * 

subject, you can be brief. 

If you're tempted to be long-winded, just remember the old paying that 
an empty wagon makes the most noise. 



Now you have the principles of a good speech. But just knowing the principles 
won't make you a good speaker. It takes the principles plus the practice. 
It's just like the story of the horses and the water. You've been led to the 

water; now it's up to you to drink. 
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"■ Wo o» horo to pay honor to ZUphla Harton wnoco antfmoiy 

doath w» aaro mouraod but whoso vohm and nopos and ^n«fr " ^""« 
and faith ws cannot colobrats sadly.'* 

»*. K>RN ft. THOMPSON. Owm «f fcxtoMbt Chop**, IMvmttr «t CUcovo 
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SONGS FOR ZILPHIA 

ZILPHIA HORTON died In April of 1956. She came to Highlander 
as a student in 1935, married and stayed on it i staff member 

for twenty-one years. Zilphia wai bom and raised In a small 
Arkansas coal-mininr town, attended the College of the Ot- 
arks and taught school for two years before coming to Hif fa- 
lander. Tributes to Zilphla's life on the mountain were paid 
In many ways by the people here. Her friends and friends of 
Highlander wrote us from many parts of the country and other 
parts of the world. 

Some of these friends in Chicago met in May for a memorial 
program, "Songs for Zilphia". Just as we cannot recapture 
ZUphia's vitality and Joy of living, so we cannot recreate with 
words the li/e of folk, labor and religious songs that were 
_imn.?'_.tttat .n'»M. *i.» h*re is an expression by John Thompson 
•r the rich and full heritage she has left: 

*' . . . Tft'( arc here tonight to pay honor to Zilphia Horton, 
whose untimely death we have mourned, but whose values and 
hopes *nd enthusiasms and faith we cannot celebrate sadly. 

"For she was one of the most genuine, natural, unspoiled, af- 
firmative persons any of us has ever known, and for twenty- 
one years she helped make Highlander human and Joyful and 
songful and gay, and thus helped all the countless people High- 
lander touched to make the dark and dreary places throughout 
the South more human, more Joyful, more songful and gay. 

This is not a time to make a case or to plead for support 
which we are going to give as long as we truly believe In de- 
mocracy and its promises, as long as we believe In the people 
and In their essential goodness — as Myles and Zilphia Horton 
have always believed. 

"This 1« a time tor more mellow and more Joyful moods, when 
we may be excused for indulging In a few memories, In cele- 
brating a friendship and a partnership full of meaning and last- 
ing significance, which even death cannot destroy. 

"It is a time- for good memories for good hopes, and for good 
resolutions. Highlander has always been committed to the strug- 
gle for Justice and to the extension of democracy and educa- 
tion for all people. But from the first It has also been keenly 
interested in the cultural values, values which had their roota 
lu Un< mountain*. We talked about this that first winter be- 
fore any of us had met Zilphia. But until she came onto the 
scene no one was equipped to do much about this. 

"Kermlt Eby has worried because the American labor movement 
does noi sing as It used to do, and some of our poets have wor- 
ried because modern workers do not sing at their work as 
farmers and sailors and weavers used to sing. 

"Throughout the South and in many places beyond the South, 
onions and workers" groups have been set to singing again 
about the me-st Important things In life (their work, their lovea, 
their Jokes, their faith) by Zilphia, who took them new aonga 
and old songs and gave them the courage to sing. And Myles has 
helped to five them something to sing about. 



""It fat good, to be a part, even a very small part, -of such a 
naw ttfe movement and of such an earthy, healthy, sin-weary 
faith In democracy and its timeless resources. We must find 
creative and powerful ways to celebrate these values always: 
and I know no better way than to strengthen Highlander and 
its program now. This is the only conceivable memorial so 
offer for Zilphia, and ft serves the double joy of fulfilling the 
moods of thanksgiving and of dedication.** 



LETTERS 

. . . Her music, her whole life, were a dedication to the people. 
— Frances Leber, New Jersey. 

. . . Zilphia was so wonderful, and her philosophy so well-founded 
that you will always have her in that sense, still making your 
life rare and worth while. — Branson O'Casey, London, England. 

. . . She will live in our hearts and minds as long as we live; 
ihui we wiii hear lie* >ujgiug tier *ungs, that UiGu*4U~cf hes— 1 - 
will always raise the levels of performance we demand for 
ourselves, and that we shalJ always fee] it a special privilege 
to have known her. — Morris Lasker, New York. 

. . . All of our lives have been enriched from having, know- 
ing and being with her, catching a spark of her joyous spirit 
which became a part of our lives. — Howard Frazier, Burlin- 
game, California. 

. . . An achievement in finer human relations and In under- 
standing and love — and Zilphia had such a large part in It; 
such a spirit cannot be destroyed. — Stuart Chapin, Wiscasset 
Maine. 

... 1 think of Zilphia — so alive and full of energy. I am 
sure, all the little angels are singing and square dancing and 
organising today. — Alice Mitchell, Atlanta, Georgia. 

This is a bitter loss for you and the school; but it is a 
marvelous thing that you have built together. Rarely have two 
people worked so constructively, so persistently and with such 
imagination as you and she to illuminate the lives and thinking 
of others. ZUphia's work and spirit will always be part of 
Highlander and of everyone whom the school has touched. — 
Margaret Lamont, New York. ^ 

She lived so fully and so" helpfully that it is not uuficu? 
believe that she is working on, only through the influence of 
the many lives and causes she has benefitted. She Is surely 
doing that, and her devotion to democracy and personality will 
continue to be an inspiration to those who knew her and were 
touched by her life. — Ted ShuJU, Norris, Tennessee. 

. . . Hers Is the most beautiful and meaningful immortality I 
can conceive of. With the beauty and truthfulness of her life, 
with her warmth and great gifts, she has left an unforgettable 
enriching experience with all who walked with her — and there 
must be thousands! She has given people direction for growth 
and greater love and understanding than they had before meet- 
ing her. — Lena Kaplan, Chicago, Illinois. 

I wish to express my deep sympathy for you at the passing 
of Zilphia ... a great loss to you and the labor movement 
Her tpirit and love for the common peoples shall Bve on In 
the hearts of all of us *trho knew her and loved her-— Bill Mar- 
lowe, Peoria, Illinois. 
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WE WILL EDUCATE FOR INTEGRATION IN 
OUR RESIDENCE SESSIONS, IN OUR FIELD 
PROGRAM, IN OUR COMMUNITY! 



HIGHLANDER EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
SAYS INTEGRATION IS IMMEDIATE 
GOAL FOR DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH 

The immediate and challenging barrier to democracy in 
the South is seereration. 

The immediate and challenging task ctnfronting those who 
desire a democratic South is integration. 

The two sentences above sum up the thinking of Highlander's 
Executive Council, a policy-making group of outstanding South- 
ern, rural, labor and community leaden,, whose names are listed 
op page four of this issue. 

From such a simple statement of facts came an entire pro- 
gramming by the Highlander staff for future leadership train- 
ing until integration is achieved in the South. Plans by staff 
mfnnifKii. a»iu supporters envision the following: . 

12 WORKSHOPS EACH YEAR 

Highlander Folk School will train leaders for work in 
their community, union or civic organization in one workshop 
each month of the year, summer and winter. Forty students at 
each workshop, or a total of 480 resident students per year, 
from as many communities as possible in the ten southern states, 
can decidedly make an impact upon the integration movement 
in the South. 

In addition to the 12 workshops, there will be two inte- 
grated children's camps each summer. (One is in progress as 
this is being written. See story on page 4.) 

.... IN RESIDENCE 




** ... It is hardly necessary to labor this point: living together 
produces a relaxation of barriers which makes adutt education 
ten times easier."— Boyce S. Pitkin, President, Goddard College. 

24 WEEKS OF EXTENSION EACH YEAR 

The 12 workshops are not enough: People learn in * class- 
room, and they learn vividly; they also learn at home. Students 
who return to their communities and make a beginning for in- 
tegration shall be assisted by the field director. Wherever stu- 
dents begin— in the schools, the churches, the labor unions, the 
social club or on the police force — there they shall find the 
Highlander Extension Service. ^ 

The work schedule of the Field Director will be full at 24 
weeks a year on the road. 



. . IN THE FIELD 




Highlander field workers follow the students where they live, 
because work in their community Is an extension of the class- 
room process. It is continuous learning by doing. 

52 WEEKS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Highlander lives in its own community 52 weeks a year. We 
do not believe that teaching exists in a va uum. We believe that 
we must educate in our own community if we are going to be 
the least successful in getting other people to work in their 
communities for integration. So we have already started. Our 
youth leader, presently an Antioch College co-op student, has 
organized a community club of youngsters who are quite active 
in various recreational activities. We notice already that many 
of them are swimming in Highlander Lake at the same time as 
the integrated campers are swimming. 

But swimming together by the youngsters is only a step, 
and Southerners know what a step it is. Adults also are being 
encouraged to attend sessions when Negroes or colored foreign 
representatives are here. . 

We are proud of our local taxi driven, delivery men and 
other help, in that they have given courteous service to these 
visitors. 

We shall train leaders for integration in the South; but our 
concentration on this single goal for the time being does not 
mean that we are drawing away from 24 years of concentration 
on leadership training for people in labor unions. For example, 
our next three workshops, announced elsewhere in this pub- 
lication, will draw from labor union members. 

. ... IN UVH IXJMMUNITY 




The program of education tn Highlander's own coram unity Is 
essential . . . otherwise, how can we teach ethers to work In 
their eonunonlty h* we ourselves do not know how to do it? 
The art of teaching most also be a constant process ef the 
teacher's learning. 



- ■ .***. ■' '.*! 
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Items In Brief 



SCHOOL BOARD DISMISSES MRS. CLARK 

On June 8, we learned from Mrs. Septima Clark, now Inte- 
gration Workshop Director, that the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion of Charleston, S. C, had notified her that her contract, 
along with those of five other Negroes and five white school 
teachers, would not be renewed for the coming school year. 

Lnrs. Liar* hoids an m. a. oegree, was rated first-class .Per- 
manent Professional status in the 1944 National Teachers Exam- 
<n»+«r>r> <:K *<>«■ H»» n a successful teacher in the South Carolina 
system for 25 years. No reason was given for ber dismissal. South 
Carolina law allows chairmen of boards of trustees, presidents 
of colleges and principals of schools- to give no reason for a 
dismissal. Also, one man may act for the entire board. 

The 1956 legislature also decreed that all city and state em- 
ployees who are members of the NAACP would be fired. 

K,*rc r-r-iry h?s been active in Charleston civic affairs, is at 
present first vice-president of the city NAACP, and has been as- 
sociated with Highlander for three years. 

She reports that the National Education Association has been 
notified of th:"s action, and will look into the case. 




t# 



INTERRACIAL CHILDREN'S CAMP 

'..r ir.ierriic-ia] children's camp, with nine counselors and 

':?-.'■ .. : tviatkn at Highlander for eight weeks. It 

------ j » ** ■ ; ii a cooperative community in Americus, 

Ga. The camp was prevented from being held at the cooperative 
farm in Georgia by a last-minute court injunction. 

Telephone and telegraph communication to .all parents, 
counselors and others resulted in opening the camp at High- 
lander only two days behind the original plans. 



• WORKSHOPS 

»n.'T..V a 2 i --• -Integration Workshop I 

jlLi * .; ■> i o — it ea ding Week 1 

AUGUST 5-11— Integration Workshop D 

AUGUST U-16 — Reading Week II 

AUGUST 19-25—Integration Workshop HI 

AUGUST 25-SEPTEMBER 1— Reading Waek XXX. 



• After two years of work, Betty and Henry Shipherd resigned 
from the Highlander Staff, April SO, 1956; they returned to 
their Philadelphia home. The Executive Council commended 
them on their competence, devotion and self-sacrifice. 

• Present staff members now include Myles Horton, Director; 
Mrs. Septima Clark, Integration Workshop Director; May 
Justus, Community Director; James Hargis, Farm Manager; 
Mrs. Julie Mabee; Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe; Betsy Freiheit; 
Anne Lockwood, Office Staff, and Hildreth Smith, Commun- 
ity Worker. 

• J. D. and Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe were married in May and 
have set up house in the Dombrowski Cabin at the end of 
the lake. 

• Fifteen members of the Sunynerfield 4-H club meet at High- 
lander each Tuesday night for square dancing and general 
recreation and come in twice a day for swimming classes. 

• To improve swimming and fishing, community members con- 
tributed labor and time to extend the rock wall 125 feet 
further around the lake. La^st Sunday we counted 25 anglers 
and at least 20 swimmers from the community. 

• An 8-man Community Action Team representing six Euro- 
pean countries ended a two-months visit in this country at 
Highlander June 20-21 St. The team is sponsored by the In- 
ternational Cooperation Administration and their purpose 
was to study and observe community and regional efforts 
in economic self-betterment. 

• Sandy (A. A.) Liveright of the Center for the Study of 
Liberal Education for Adults, Chicago, reported in a telephone 
interview that preliminary plans are underwsy for the SSth, 
Highlander Anniversary Celebration in 1957. The major high- 
light will be a week-long institute for the school's alumni, 
sponsors and general supporters at Highlander. 

• P. M. Horton, who came to the school in the early days, 
passed away this spring. "Dad" Horton, father of Myles, is 
sorely missed by his family and all the rest Of us. 

. o 

• Highlander's present Executive Council Mid 
Board of Directors are: 

>ri . ^« i R v BRAZEA£vDean, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. 
&X& X M^SGpTa&^^MILTON, AtJanJa. Urban League, Atlanta, 

G. R-^HATHAWAY, SecVTreas. UFWA-CIO, Chicago,. .HL. 

V* LE'»> Uy ^njn^mHJv-it, Clillpcrt, ^ul S S . - "*' --*"■ 

JOHM^rTOPE'lI, I ndustrial Relation s Consultant, Fisk U ni- 
ersitVj. Nashvilje,__T£nn,; 

DR. LEWWrJeffES Rural Life Counc il,! Tuskegee Institute., 

lAjfc. '"* V>^^ 

T^^GFORGj^ftl^HFJTi, Executive Director .S outhern Re- 
^ional_Cpimcn.'. Atlanta, Georgia. 

REV. EUGEN&rgfrfffTHERS, Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
IgigJjck^jT^rm^ ---' ^ -~-*~ * ; - , [ ..... _ f 

ER~Tr*^^^EPlTENj5, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

JORDAJ^TpKES III, Attornev-A t-Law. Nashville, Tenn . 

LUCHJ.ft*THORNBURGH. Associate Editor . East Tennessee 
Labor Nejys^Jfcinxyilie, 3Csnn._ 

retSTX Tennessee State Legisl ative Boa rd, 
Brotherhood pt J(%i Trainmen, J>xingtqD--ieDn. 

S, Publisher, Southern Farm and Home, 
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TO 



MR. TOLSON 




,V ^ 



datb: August 30, 1957 



FAOM 



: L. B. NICHOLS $ 

subject ^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MOUNT EAGLE, TENNESSEE 



•to 
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Tolaon — , 

Nichols _ 

Boardmani 

) B*ln»nt _i 

'g^Uobt 

PsatoBB — 

Ro«en 

I nntiD - 




Trotter — — 

Nease _ — _ 
T«le. Room _ 

Holloman 

Gandy — _ 



4 'IJ^ 4HM^MMlHMnHMBMa»8~29-57 to advise that 

from everything he could hear the Highlander Folk School was beginning to 
become more active and tha^ they were having a conference from August 30 to 
°~ptember 2 celebrating th£25th anniversary of the School, that among those 
attending would be Aubrey^illiams^/6alpjj^&lls^eln (phonetic), president of 
the Packing House Workers; C. ^SteeleJ wno headed the bW strike at 7>ti r? 
Tallahassee, Florida; Dr. Alonzj^flloron; apd Martin LutheMUng. He further 
stated that from what he could learn the Highlander Folk Scnool was becoming 
a center for teaching civil disobedience^juid that the details of the conference 
and seminar were announced by Mile*jfiorton and appeared in a f, New York/Times" 
news story on July 7, 1957. 
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on it. 
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He thought that if we had not heard of this we might want to 
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Informatian haa bain raceivad at the Bureau 
indicating thattfaHl«hlandtr Folk BchooljHre) at 
Ifount Bagfa. Itanaaaaa. ia learning • •«}•*, *** thia 
Eaching oivil diaobadlanca. tta »H£H^wi£«X^ 
5? ormation ia not town Inaaarach aa tha Indijidual 
Jho furniahad thia Information to tha Bvaraau Jl* . *»t 
i^nUffnia aourcaa. Jtovarthalaaa, 'F™ « J^g*** 
tob^aiart for information indicating that tha HFS 
mi*ht ba anicaead in auch activitiaa* Any aueh 
^orniu^ricaiiid ahould ba furniahad tha Buraau ^ 
and intaraatad afficaa aatpaditioualy. , 
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She aourea of this infprmatipn_i8 
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Over the Labor Day weekend, Martin Taifc^for fil^gr Negro leader of 
the mllitantly pro-integration forces, was the featured speaker at 
the Highlander Polk School, The Rev, Mr* King's association with 
this radical educational institution in the South calls for a 




\L 
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at the school's activities and personnel. £, 

The Highlander Polk School at Monteagle. Tennessee , was 







So 
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organised around 1932 by Myles Horton and Don West. (See testim 
of Paul Crough, May 6, 1949, Subcommittee of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr, Crouch said: 
"I would like to mention in this connection that the Highlander Polk 
School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was a aohool organized by Myles 
Horton and Don West, and which Mr. £JameB^ Dombrowski shortly there- 
after joined," , \ 

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony concerning the 
Highlander Polk School, was the top Communist Party functionary in 
the South. 



m 



Speaking" of James Dombrowski, Mr. Crouch testified as follows: 
I have met officially with him on a number of occasions as head of 



£3 i±: Ji °the Communist District Bureau of Tennessee •••at this conference Mr. 

CJ C/3 <s_ 

o < ca . Dombrowski gave me the impression of being completely pro-CommunistM^ 



CJ> 



<s,^ and anxious to collaborate with the Communist Party and follow its 



leadership, without taking the risk of actual Party membership." 



K? — -O 
CJ> — >4 

~ uj lJ , A three-page tabulation of James Dombrowski's Communist affilia- 

Sc^q { tions * s attached to this report ./yj^^ ^ ' TJSTrIcorded ' / / 
In March 1954, the Senate Sub commit We oni8n§frna2 ^erourity 
held hearings in New Orleans on the subject of ~TEe" Southern 



Conference 
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lucational Fund, Inc., of which James Dombrowski was and 
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is the executive director* Among the witnesses who testified before 
the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New Orleans was one 
John Butler who had formerly been a functionary of the Communist 
Party in Alabama. In the course of his testimony, Mr. Butler stated 
that he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders in July of 
1942, in the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama. Mr. 
Butler stated that Alton Lawrence introduced James Dombrowski to him 
on that occasion as a Communist Party member. (See Senate Sub- 
committee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954, page 45.) 
According to Mr. Butler, this meeting of Communist Party leaders was 
held in Dombrowski 1 s own hotel room. In November, 1956, Alton 
Lawrence was indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false non- 
Communist affidavit with the National Labor Relations Board, which 
non-Communist affidavit is required of trade union officials by the 
Taft-Hartley Act. (See New York Times, November 17, 1956.) Alton 
Lawrence is currently an official of the Communist- controlled 
International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers. 

In the early period of the Highlander Folk School, Alton 
Lawrence was a member of its faculty. On August 13, 1938, Mr. John 
P. Frey, president of the Metal Trades Department of the AFL, 
testified before the Dies Committee on Un-American Activities, and 
named Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and Myles Horton as persons 
who "attended a secret convention in North Carolina, at which time 
plans were made for spreading the revolutionary theories throughout 
the South." Mr. Frey further testified: "In connection with this I 
might mention that the Highlander Folk School at Mont eagle, 
Tennessee, was mixed up in this secret convention, in which these 
three C.I.O. organisers took a very prominent part." (See Dies 
Committee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126;) 
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Paul Crouch testified before the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 
Security, as follows: "The Highlander Polk School is a school 
operated at Monteagle, Tennessee, ostensibly as an independent labor 
school, but actually working in close cooperation with the Communist 
Party," (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski was an instructor at 
the Highlander Folk School for a number of years. 

The following colloquy took place between Senator Eastland, 
Committee Counsel Arens, and Mr, Crouch during the latter »s 
testimony; 

SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you ever visit 
Dr. Dombrowski 's home? 

MR. CROUCH. I visited the Highlander Folk School 
where he was working. I didn»t visit at his 
home, but we spent a ni$it at the same home 
together, Caroline Stevenson's, and he and Leo 
Shelner discussed in my presence the actual 
hideout of Communist leaders the night we were 
traveling to Winter Haven. 

MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your 

fresence the hideouts for Communist leaders, top 
light leaders; is that correct? 

{See hearings, page 52.) 

Don West, who has already been mentioned as connected with the 
Highlander Folk School, was district director of the Communist Party 
of North Carolina. (See House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949, 
page 191. ) 

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Committee, on March 
20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejeoted by the United States Marshal from 
the witness stand and the hearing room. 

Another speaker who joined with the Rev. Martin Luther King on 
the program of the Higjjifender Folk School, during the Labor Day 
weekend, was AubrejlWilliams* A tabulation of Aubrey Williams * 
Communist connections during the past 20 years is attached to this 
report. <• „ QjP WCr/thCir 
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James A, Domb 

(1) American Committee fear Indonesian Independence *- signer of 
letter -- 3^donesian_ R eview , 1946 

(2) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born -- signer 
of birthday greeting to Sabath — Lamp , May 1946, page 5 

(3) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born — 
sponsor of 15th anniversary national conference — program, 
December 11-12, 1948 

(4) American Continental Congress for Peace, Mexico City — 
United States sponsor — leaflet, September 5-10, 1949 

(5) American Peace Crusade — signer of call to peace pilgrimage 
to Washington, D. C. — leaflet, March 1, 1951 

(6) American Peaoe Crusade — sponsor — letterhead, May 26,1951 

(7) American Peaoe Crusade — signer of appeal — Daily Wo rker, 
January 20, 1954, page 4 

(8) Appeal for Amnesty for the Jailed Leaders of the Communist 
Party Convicted Under the Smith Act — signer — Daily Worker , 
December 10, 1952, page 4 

(9) Bachrach Open Letter -- signer — letter, September 19,1955 

(10) Brief Amici Curiae for the Communist Party — signer — 
U« S, Supreme Court, October 1955 

(11) Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxil- 
iary of International Labor Defense — sponsor — booklet, Aug, 1945 

(12) Committee for Medical Freedom — signer of statement 
opposing questioning of professional people by Un-American 
Activities Committee — leaflet, June 1952 

(15) Conference on Constitutional Liberties in America — 
speaker — program, June 7-9, 1940 

(14) Continuations Committee of ttxe Conference on Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact — signer of open letter to 
Congress -- letter, August 21, 1949 

(15) International Workers Order — defender of — Fraternal 
Outlook , November 1948, page 6 

(16) International Workers Order — defender of — Daily Worker , 
June 18, 1951, page 8 

(17) Methodist Federation for Social Action — nominated 
member- at -large by national membership meeting, December 27-29, 
1947 — 1947 ballot, page 2 

(16) Methodist Federation for Social Action — nominee — 
official ballot, September 2, 1953 
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(19) Methodist Federation for Social Action •- anniversary 
committee member — letterhead, March 11 , 1957 

(20) Methodist Federation for Social Service — nominated for 
national committee •* 1945 ballot, page 4 

(21) National Citizens Political Action Committee — member — 
official list, August 28 , 1944 

(22) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act — signer of 
open letter to members of Congress — letter, January 19, 1951 

(23) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Aots — signer 
of open letter to Senator Hennings — dated November 14, 1955 

(24) National Committee to Win Amnesty for the Smith Aot 
Victims — sponsor — letterhead. May 22, 1953 

(25) National Conference to Defend the Bill of Rights — 
"-onsor -- leaflet, December 2-3, 1950 

(26) National Federation for Constitutional Liberties — signer 
of statement opposing renewal of the Dies Committee — pamphlet, 
January 1943 

{27) National Negro Congress — sponsor — 10th convention 
program, May 30, 1946 

(28) People's Institute of Applied Religion — sponsor — 
letterhead, April 9, 1942 

(29) People* s Institute of Applied Religion — member of 
Southern Committee -- letterhead, January 1, 1948 

(30) People's Institute of Applied Religion — member of 
Southern Committee — letterhead, April 16, 1953 

(31) Southern Conference Educational Fund — endorser of 
declaration — folder, November 20, 1948 

(32) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
program of conference, April 8, 1950 

(33) Southern Conference Educational Fund -- director — 
?*tterhead # January 1951 

(34) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
letterhead, July 1954 

(35) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
letterhead, April 1955 

(36) Southern Conference Educational Fund — coordinator of 
Southwestern Regional Conference on Integration — folder, 

w-r 17, 1955 
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(37) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
§fiH& e J7\-^ a Jfet ( 2£* December 1956, page 4 

(38) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — executive 
secretary — official report, 1942 

(39) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — executive 
secretary -- Daily Worker a January 29, 1946, page 4 

(40) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — administrator — 
letterhead, June 1, 1947 

(41) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — signer of 
manifesto -- S ou th e r n Pa t r i o t , June 1947, pages 4-5 

(42) Southern Resident Labor Colleges — member of finance 
campaign committee — letterhead, February 10, 1937 

(43) Statement Defending the Communist Party — signer — 
.j Worker , March 5, 1941, page 2 
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(44) Win-the-Peace Conference — sponsor — call, April 5-7, 
1945 

(45) World Peace Appeal -- signer — leaflet, August 31, 1950 

(46) Communist Party -- identified as a member of by John 
Butler in sworn testimony before Senate Committee on Internal 
DeourxLy — Committee Hearings, March 18, 1954 
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(1) American Committee for Protection of For el ©1 Born — sponsor 
of conference — program and call, October 25-27, 1949 

(2) American Crusade to End Lynching — signer of call to 
pilgrimage to Washington -- call, September 23, 1946 

(3) American Youth Congress -- speaker at 2 or 3 of their annual 
meetings — Williams* testimony before Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, page 109 

(4) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights « signer — Daily Worker , 
August 28 , 1950, page 3 

(5) Association of Internes and Medical Students — speaker at 
annual convention — official program, December 27-30, 1950 

(6) Brief Amlcl Curiae for the Communist Party — signer — 
U« S« Supreme Court, October 1955 

(7) Civil Rights Congress -- speaker at rally , September 11, 
1947 -- V/illiams* testimony before Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee, March 19, 1954, page 107 

(8) Committee to End Sedition Laws -- signer of statement — 
press release, November 19, 1955 

(9) Commit toe for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact -• 
member of executive board — letterhead, September 16, 1950 

(10) Commonwealth College -- served on committee and contributed 
to -- Massachusetts investigation of Communists, 1936 

(11) Continuations Committee of the Conference on Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact -- signer of open letter to 
Congress — letter, August 21, 1949; Daily Uorker , August 22, 1949, 
page 3 

(12) Dally "Worker -- petitions TJ* S. Senate ~- pally Worker , 
January 26, 1946, page 9 

(13) Iff. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee — 
sponsor — program, February 23, 1951 

(14) Highlander Polk School — member of board or in some way 
affiliated with from about 1944 to 1954 — Williams' testimony before 
e *r*1:« Ir^**mal Security Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, p. 103 

( 15 ) Main stream -- sponsor — New Masses , October 28, 1947, 
page 2 

(16) Mid-Century Conference for Peace -- sponsor — call. 
May 29-30, 1950 

(17) Mother Bloor Celebration Committee — sponsor — booklet 
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(18) National Citizens Emergency Relief Committee to Aid 
Strikers Families -- member of national board -- Worker , March 17, 
1946, page 5 

(19) National Citizens Political Action Committee -* member — 
official list, August 1944 

(20) National Citizens Political Action Committee --vice- 
chairman of dinner committee — official program, April 12, 1946 

(21) National Committee for Peaceful Alternatives — member of 
executive board — pamphlet, December 1950 

(22) National Committee to Repeal the HcCarran Acts •- signer of 
open letter to Senator Hennings — preBB release, November 14, 1955 

(23) Peace Information Center — endorser of World Peace Appeal — 
leaflet, August 31, 1950 

(24) New York City Council of the American Youth Congress — 
speaker at New York State model legislature- of youth -- call and 
program, January 28-30, 1938 

(25) Petition to Reconsider Prosecutions Under the Smith Act -- 
signer — New York Times , August 8, 1955, page 9; D ally Worker , 
August 8, 1955, page" "6 

(26) Progressive Citizens of America — speaker at rally, 1947 -- 
Williams 1 testimony before Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 
March 19, 1954, page 112 

(27) Progressive Citizens of America — elected to board of 
directors -- Daily Worker , May 1947 

(28) Protest Meeting for Howard Past — sponsor -- New Masses , 
October 14, 1947, page 24 

(29) Southern Conference Educational Fund -« president; 
endorser of declaration— folder, November 20, 1948 * 

(30) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president; sponsor 
and speaker at first southwide conference on discrimination in higher 
education — program, April 8, 1950 

(31) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president — 

letterhead, January 1951 

(32) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president and member 
of board of directors — letterhead, July 1954 

(33) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president and member 
of board of directors — letterhead, April 1955 

(34) Southern Conference Educational Fund •• signer of petition 
to Senator Hennings — petition, November 7, 1955 
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(35) Southern Conference Educational Fund *- president — 
Southern Patriot > Deoember 1956, page 4 

(36) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — speaker at 
conference *- program, November 20-23, 1938 

(37) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — speaker at 
conference — program and call, April 14-16, 1940 

(30) Southern Conference for Human Welfare -- signer of petition 
to U. S. Senate — Daily Tforker , January 26, 1946, pa^e 11 

(39) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — chairman of 
nominating committee, 1946 — Williams' testimony before Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee, March 19 , 1954, page 103 

(40) Southern Conference for Human Welfare -- signer of 
manifesto — Southern Ea'^iot j June 1947, pages 4-5 

(41) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — member of board of 
representatives — letterhead, July 25, 1947 

(42) Washington Committee for Democratic Action — member — 
membership list, 1939 

(43) Workers Alliance — paid tribute to — Appendix IX, page 
1749 
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HIGHLANDER 



Communist Training S 



THE FOUNDERS OF 
HIGHLANDER SCHOOL 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOO! 

V;.Ies Hor- 

ton and Don West; James Dom- 
browsk' joined them shortly there 
■iter. Don West, presently oper- 
ating in Georgia, was district di- 
rector of the Communist Party o. 
North Caroline. 

Paid Crouch, the top Communis: 
the Sooth 

A -111 '*■ '•' 

testified before the Subcommittee 
o* *y<- 'Tr.m fritter on Un-American 
Actr. .l;tr> iii4»i yu'-nuiuv.B». '*«•<? 
m* th* lTft;>r*»">i"i of b*in« com- 
B : 1 . 1 , ,. i - ~i vi»i tsnd ii»l''U« 
i.i ( i.: m '-, r*!»- wifi thr <*«>mtnun r i»t 
;•»-• j »r-d follow its Ifwdernhip 
-n i'i*,ii' •-■ " »' i ? -f risk of actual 
P* rt v' m t- m i> ■■■ rs ii i j 

Johr. J'.v;:' -. * Mother forme. 
Comir.ijjjisr. # art> functionary tes- 
tified befcrr the Senate S'jbcom- 
,;ru t , yr. 1 . - : - r i - r I Security that 
Dc;.nb T oa'^Vj z* h rrei'tinij of Com- 
munist Party leaders in Dombrow- 
ski's room in the Thomas Jeffer- 
son Hotel in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama wa? introduced to him by 

Paity member. 

Mvl?s Hurt on was identified be- 
ii-it. t:.« i.'.-.-b v.unin'..Lev on Un- 
j.- a person 
- cntion 
in Nonh Cai-c*!ir,i», at which tim* 
plans were made for spreading the 
rtvc: ■' v-j-r< :h.-^rie3 throughout 
the Smith."" 

h 1 . <' r ; .;c v :?--,♦ :/ied before the 
Sen ait- Subcommittee on Interna* 
Security that "The Highlander 
Folk School is a school operated 
«t M'-nTei^lf Ten 'lessee, ostensi- 
' ■:. lar-ur i?hool, 
tj'L > :U:..... a ..r.ji.ft id Close CO- 
oocatior, with the Communist 
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Printed below is a consolidated listing of the Com- 
munist Affiliations of persons in attendance at the Labor 
Day Weekend, 1957 Seminar at Highlander Folk School, 
Monteagle, Tennessee. 

Abraham Lincoln School 
American Committee for Protec- 

tion of Foreign Born 
American Committee for Yuogoalav 

Relief 
American Continental Congress for 

Worid Peace 
American Crusade to v.ndJ.vnrfi- 

ing 
American Folksay Group 



Continuations Committee of the 
Conference on Peaceful Alterna- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact 

Council on African Affairs 

Daily Worker 

Dinner for Pearl Hart 

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial 
Sponsoring Committee 

Siaawuncy Civil Liberties Com- 
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American Peace Mobilization 

American-Soviet Music Society 

American Youth Congress 

American Youth for Democracy 

i../u!*fi/iii nf inta^nu jnij Medi- 
cal Students 

Bill of Rights Conference 

Boston Freedom of the Press 
Committee 

Brooklyn Professional Committee 
tor Democratic China 

Uiownsviiie Freedom of the Press 
Committee (Brooklyn) 

Camp Kinderland 

Chicago Ad Hoc Committee of 
Welcome for the Dean of Can- 
terbury 

Chicago Committee to Defeat the 
Mundt Bill 

Chicago Committee to Secure Jus- 
tice in the Rosenburg Case 

Citizens Emergency Conference for 
Interracial Unity 

Citizens Emergency Defense Con- 
ference 

Civil Rights Congress 

Committee for a Cultural Salute 
to Paul Robeson 



*»ncy 
mittee 
Emergency Peace Mobilization 
First Line of Defense 
Frederick Douglass School 
Harlem Employment Committee 
Highlander Folk School 

[...U.UI, r 5 ™mitto* fnT Peace 

Action 

Jefferson School of Social Science 

League of Struggle for Negro 
Rights 

League of Young Southerners 

Main Stream 

Masai* ev Mainstrestn 

Methodist Federation for Social 
Actio:* 

Metropolitan Music School 

Michigan Herald 

Wd-Ctntury Ceniertnce for Peace 

Mother Bloor Celebration Commit- 
tee 

Nation Associates 

National Citixens Emergency Re- 
lief Committee to Aid Strikers 
Families 

National Citizens Political Action 
Committee 

National Committee to Abolish the 
Poll Tax 

National Committee for Peaceful 



New York Youth Council 

Open Letter on Military Aid to 

Spain 
Open Letter Protesting Deporta- 
tion of Harry Bridges 
Peace, Inf orenation Centw 
People s Artists 
People's Daily World 
People's Drama Theatre 
p»An] s '. institute of Applied Re- 
ligion 
People's Songs 

Petition to Reconsider Prosecu- 
tions Under the Smith Act 
Political Affairs 
Progressive Citizens of America 
Progressive Party of Massa- 
chusetts 

Protest Meeting for Howard Fast 
Protestant Digest Associates 
Protest against Verdict of Guilty 
in C*»e of 11 Communist Lead- 
ers 
School for Political Action Tech- 
nique 
Schroon Crest Camp 
Sing Out 
Southern Conference Educational 

Fund 
Southern Conference for Human 

Welfare 
Southern Negro Youth Congress 
Stop Rankin Meeting 
Swapping Song Fair 
Teachers Union, Local 665 
Testimonial Concert "Bound for 

Glory" for Woodie Guthrie 
United Office and Professional 

Workers of America, Local 16 
United Packinghouse Workers of 

America ^ 

United States Arrangements Com- 
mittee, World Youth Congress 
rr n jRnonaorinr Committee for 
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- i'his meeting was 
directed by Reverend John B-. 
Thompson, chaplain, University of 
Chicago. Reverend Thompson has 
a lengthy record of Communist af- 
filiations which appears elsewhere 
in this folder. The direction of the 
entire school was under the leader- 
ship, as usual, of Myles Horton. 

There were representative lead- 
ers of the TUSKEEGEE, ALA- 
BAMA BOYCOTT, the TALLA- 
HASSEE, FLORIDA BUS INCI- 
DENT, the MONTGOMERY, ALA- 
BAMA BUS BOYCOTT, the 
SOUTH CAROLINA - NAACP 
SCHOOL TEACHERS INCIDENT, 
the KOININIA INTER-RACIAL 
FARM-AMERICUS, GEORGIA, 
and CLINTON, TENNESSEE. 
SCHOOL INCIDENT among oth- 
ers. 

They m«>t at this workshop anc" 
discussed methods and tactics of 
precipitating racial strife and dis- 
turbance. 

The meeting of such a large 
«r».^,,~ nf »~.>-:<»tie»3 jyj jnter-racia. 
strife under the auspices of a Com- 
munist Training School, and in the 
company of many known Commun- 
isms is the typical method whereby 
leadership training and tactics arc 
furnished to the agitators. This 
■■*«> a general workshop and would 
\v> 7 he. -oft"!* rr'-n-.mon method of de- 
veloping a long range program. 

In specific emergency situations. 
._..., ..id be sent into tht 
Communities to assist. 

-"ond examples of the infusion 
u: leadership was the appearance 
vi Us, yard Rustin, who appeared 
if. tht- Daily Worker, as secretary 
bi hit. Martin Luther King, The 
a ' ;>r *rance of Don West, promi- 
nent Communist functionary, at 
Kcinonia Farm disturbances ant 
"»!h- piflirninary surveys conducted 
fcv John Hopv, II, preparatory tc 
the Tallahassee Bus Incident. 



MYLl .ORTON the director of Hig Wonder Folk Schod *onteagle, 
Tennessee, it shown speaking. Reverend John &. Thompson, chap* 
lain University of Chicago directed the Labor Day Weekend 1957 



Seminar. Both Horlon and Thor 
useful olds to the Communist o. 



HIGHLANDER EXECUTIVES 

TY - ; following in « listing of the 
executives of Highlander Folk 
Schoo' as it appeared in their 24th 
- . .! report of October 30, 1956, 
n P np \ 7r a h. Dean, Morehouse 

O^ep-* Atlpnto 0»r<rgi&. 

br.fi IMA CLARK, Highlander 

Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. 

fir ACE HAMILTON, AtlanU Ur- 
ban League, Atlanta, Georgia. 

i>. R. HATH A WAV, Secy. -Trees., 
I TWA -CIO, Chicago, HI. 

JOHN HOPE, II, Industrial Ref- 
lations Consultant, Fisk Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn. 
• ii-JHTOS, Director, High- 
■.. Jei h oik School, Monteagle, 
Ten?.. 

(Continued on page 4) 




FRED ROUTH, o headquarters officio! of Southern Regional Council, 
63 Auburn Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, is pictured above leading 
a workshop. In at least one of these sessions, the tactics of includ- 
ing women ond children in racial demonstrations and incidents was 
propounded on the basis that police are reluctant to shoot women 
ond children. 

Southern Regional Council H the recipient of Ford, Fund for the 
Republic grants of $497,000.00. Fund for the Republic grants orig- 
inated with the Ford Motor Company. Southern Regional Council b 
the parent organization of 12 statewide Councils on Human Rela- 
tions operated only in the Southern States. 

Southern Regional Council has been able to exploit the facilities of 
religion and education because of a quasi-religious status afforded 
by occupancy of space in a building owned by a huge church. 
The leadership of few units of the Communist apparatus have rec- 
ords of Communist affiliations which exceed those of present and 
past directors of Southern Regional Council. 



The Doify Worker, official orgc 
the foundation of Southern R< 
Negro Communist, presently hec 
of the Communist Party. Jackson 
ment of Southern Conference Ec 
ference for JHuman Welfare, b 
parts of the Communist apporaf 
ates with Southern Regional Cc 

The American Legion Firing Urn 
incorporating papers soys "This 
Court of Fulton County, State o* 
incorporators of the Council a$ k 
McGill, and Bishop Arthur J. a 
Charles S. Johnson, of Nashville 
Dr. Howard W. Odum, Chapel r 
of the Incorporation, Book 062 
New York Time*", 10-17-57.) 
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3ve long been regarded °s 
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3 Ccmmuniit Party, credits 

f*cttmr\\ ♦« ti»*» Ifirlrtrin 

>ulhern Avoirs Commission 
credited with the establtsh- 

Fund.; pnd Southern Con- 
ariiTations ore recognized 

Save interlocking director- 

15, 1957, referring to the 
»ent, filed in the Superior 
ia, listed the names of five 
Or. Rufus E. Ciement, Ralph 
of Atlanta, Georgia; Dr. 
jssee (now deceased); and 
rth Carolina, (See Petition 
i 64-67, 1-6U4; and "The 



(-umnnttee lor jJemixrutic rar 
Eastern Policy 

Committee to End Sedition Laws 

Committee for Equal Justice for 
Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary 
of International Labor Defense 

Committee for the First Amend- 
ment 

Committee for the Negro In the 
Arts 

Committee for Peaceful Alterna- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact 

Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case 

Commonwealth College 

Communist Party 

Consumers Union 



IdcCarran Act : 

National Council of the Arts, Sci- 
ences and Professions 

National Council of- American-So- 
viet Friendship 

National Negro Congress 

National Negro Labor Council 

Nature Friends of America 

New Drama 

New Masses 

New York City Council of the 
American Youth Congress 

New York Committee for Protec- 
tion of Foreign Born 

New York Community Divisions of 
the Committee to Free Earl 
Browder 



of the Peoples for Feare 

Veterans against Discrimination of 
Civil Rights Congress ef New 
York 

Veterans Fighting Fund for Eu- 
gene Dennis 

Voice of Freedom Committee 

Washington Committee for Demo- 
cratic Action 

Westchester Peekskill Committee 

Wingdale Lodge 

Win-the-Peace Conference • 

Wire to President Truman to Veto 
the McCarran Bill 

Workers Alliance 

Young People's Record Club 

Young Progressives 



House Committee Citations 

A few of the Communist Fronts listed above are de- 
fined so that the readers may more fully understand their 
activities. All definitions are taken from "GUIDE TO 
SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS" 
published January 2, 1957 by the U. S. House of Representa- 
tives Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington, 
D. C. 



AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR 

PROTECTION OF FOREIGN 

BORN 

"To defend the cases of Com- 
munist lawbreakers, front* have 
been devised making special ap- 
peals in behalf of civil liberties 
and r«" rh, "K out '* r *>«yond Ih* 
confines of the Communist Party 
itself. Among these organisations 
are the . . . American Commit- 
tee for Protection of Foreign Born. 
When the Communist Party itseb 
is under fire these offer a bul- 
wark of protection." 

AMERICAN YOUTH CONGRESS 

"It originated in 1934 and . . . 
has been controlled by Communists 
and manipulated by them to in- 
fluence the thought of American 
youth." 

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS 

Cited as an organization formed 
at a Congress on Civil Rights held 
in Detroit in April 1946 as a mer- 
ger of two other Communist-front 
organizations (International Labor 
Defense and the National Federa- 
tion for Constitutional Liberties); 
it was "dedicated not to the broad- 
er issues of civil liberties, but spe- 
cifically to the defense of individ- 
ual Communists and the Commun- 
ist Party" and "controlled by in- 
dividuals who are either members 
of the Communist Party or openly ] ist Federation 
loyal to it" I tion 



COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE 

A "Communist enterprise" cited 
as subversive by an investigating 
Committee of the Arkansas Legis- 
lature. It received money from the 
Garland Fund. 

EMERGENCY PEACE 
, MOH1L1ZATIOX 
Cited as a Communist fron. 
which came forth, after Sulit. 
signed his pact with Hitler, to op- 
pose the national defense program, 
lend-lease, conscription, and othei 
American "war-mongering" efforts 
It immediately preceded the Amer- 
ican Peace Mobilization in 1940. 

LEAGUE OF STRUGGLE 
FOR NEGRO RIGHTS * 

"The Communist-front movement, 
in the United States among Ne- 
groes is known as the Nationa. 
Negro Congress. Practically tht 
same group of leaders directing 
this directed the League of Strug- 
gle for Negro Rights, which was, 
until 2 years ago, the name of the 
Communists front for Negroes. 
The name was later changed . . . 
in 193C to the National Negro 
Congress." 



METHODIST FEDERATION 
FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

"With an eye to religious groups, 
the Communists have formed re- 
ligious fronts such as the Method- 
for Social Ac- 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO 
REPEAL THE McCARRAN ACT 

"To defend the cases of Commu- 
nist lawbreakers, fronts have been 
devised making special appeals in 
behalf of civil liberties and reach- 
ing out far beyond the confines of 
the Communist Party itself. Among 
these organizations are the . . . 
National Committee to Repeal the 
McCarran Act When the Com- 
munist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protec- 
tion." 

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
"The Communist-front movement 
in the United States among Ne- 
groes is known as the National 
Negro Congress. . . . The officers 
of the National Negro Congress 
are outspoken Communist sym- 
pathisers, and a majority of those 
on the executive board are out- 
right Communists." 

NATIONAL NEGRO LABOR 
COUNCIL 

"One of the Communist fronts 
currently active in seeking to de- 
ceive American Negroes into serv- 
ing the Communist cause is the Na- 
tional Negro Labor Council . . . 
The organization was formally 
founded at a conference held in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 27 and 
28, 1951, under the direction of 
leading Negro Communists in the 
United States, such as Abner Ber- 
ry, Sam W. Parks, and Coleman 
A. Young. According to the latest 
available information, Young is the 
present National executive secre- 
tary of the organization, from 
which post he controls and directs 
NNLC activities ... A study of 
the operation of the council shows 
that, rather than helping the Ne- 
( Continued on page 4) 
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LISTED ELSEWHERE in thii folder are the Communist related records of Reverend .John B. Thompson 

(seated), chaplain University of Chicago and chairman of this four day seminar and Aubrey Wto^ 

Montgomery/ Alabama, president Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc. and pupl.sher, Sotrfhem 

Farm ond Home Magazine. ; 

Experts on Communism observe the record of Aubrey Williams to reflect onti-US foreign policy and 

aXlS domestic policy. As early as 1944 a report of the Committee of ^ C^rj^n Djm 

was chairman named Aubrey Williams as a member of the National Citinnt Miheol Action Cam- 

mittee and cited that organization as "the supreme bid of the Communist Party for power in the 

United States through a front." 

Few people if any have aided the Communist Party more in Hi conspiracy against peace between 

the racesin the southern part of the United States than did Auorey Williams. 

H is incredible that any man with a record of Communist affiliation like that of John B. Thompson 
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AiONZO G. MORON, President of Hampton Institute; Septimo Clark, integration workshop director 
at Highlander Folk School; C. N. Porrish, Wilma D. Stokely, a writer of Newport, Tennessee, and 
Alien McSwain a leader of the Clinton, Tenness»e, incident discuss the impact of integration. 





ROS*. FAHKS, MARTIN LUTHER KING AND REVeREND ABERNATHY: 

Th.ee outstanding leadership people of the infamous Montgomery, Alabama, bus incident. The 
development, precipitation end financing of this- inflammatory project colled for behind the scenes 
pi-;;.-.;.* end direction beyond the ability or capacity of local people. The relationship between 
Communis! leadership and racial strife b evident from coast to coast and from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the Great Lakes. 



CONRAD BROWNE (with 
treme right), Clinton, Terr 
Browne was a resident lee 
orising at this socialistic 
Highlander Folk School w; 
Folk School jointly opero- 
AJIen McSwain is eredttee 
Reverend Maurice McCro. 
St. Barnabus Church and 
ganization, 90] Findlay S' 
of Koinonla Farm. 
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C. N. PARR15H (on Ml) who wo. panel ™o^«tor on A. qu«tio 
tk>n on the Peopler b shown wHh Row Porta (3rd from left) o> 

Rosa Park* was on* of the oriainal leaders of the Montgomery Bu 
MTirfM violence in the Alobomo capital and continue, 
Mourke McCrocken h affiliated with Neighborhood House, 901 P 
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THIS PiaURE of a station wogon lettered FINDLAY STREET, NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE, CINCIN- 
NATI, OHIO, is included for the purpose of illustrating how many units of the Communist apparatus 
are assisted by organizations purportedly charitoble or religious in nature. 

Reverend Maurice McCracken of Neighborhood House, Cincinnati, who is pictured elsewhere attended 
this Communist Troining School. Apparently he used this station wagon as transportation. 
Neighborhood House is located at 901 Findloy Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and t$ supported by the 
Community Chest. This same address is also the address of Friends of Koinonia Farms. 
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t Highionder Folk School Lobor DayWeekend Seminar were inte- 




*omon«i form Leader, Amerlcus, Georgia, Allen McSwain {ex- 
Reverend Maurice McCrocken (2nd from right), Cincinnati, Ohio. 

on»a Form during the violence, boycotts and other incidents 

wmmumty. Don West, the identified Communist co-founder of 
to be a frequent visitor to Koinonia. Koinonia and Highlander 

acioi "summer camp." 

?ife!ing the Ciinion, Tennessee, public school incident. 
onr* c «ed with raciol unrest in Cincinnati, Ohio, is pastor of 
with Neighborhood House, a community chest supported or- 
*ati, Ohio. 901 Findloy Street is also ihe oddreu of Friends 




PETE SEEGER is typical of the entertainer who gives his time and 
talent to the wpport of the Communist apparatus. He is a talented 
musician who is in attendance at many meetings such as this 
Communist Training School at Highlander. 

The Daily Warier of February 22, 1949, lists Pete Seeger as 
a participant in the New York State Youth Board of the Com. 
raunist Party, 
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LHtND MAR 1 IN LUTHER KING addresses the assemblage. 
srend King, president of the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
nee is best known for his activities in the Montgomery Boycott, 
itgomery Improvement Association and the March on Washing- 
which he conducted with Bayard Rustin. The Doily Worker lists 
ard Ryjfin as one who attended the 1957 convention of the 
smunist Party USA. Bayard Rustin is identified in the Do//y 
•fcer as secretory to Reverend Martin Luther King. 

The activities of Reverend Martin Luther King represent the 
lofe in "civil disobedience." It is doubtful that Reverend King 
d hove carried on such a program without outside leadership 

fmoncino.; Bayard Rustin is perhaps the leading expert on 
I disobedience" m this country. 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference U a new argan- 
on founded by Reverend King for region-wide agitation of 
d violence and strife. 
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ROSA PARKS, who precipitated the Montgomery Alabama Bus Boycott, 
York's Henry Street Settlement listen to group training under the wotc 
Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

Berry reported the meeting of this Communist Training School in his < 
September 10, 1957. 




CHARLES GOMILUON, Dean of Students at Tuskegee Institute, 
AJoboma, Boycott* his ogrtatlon If In large part responsible for tMj 
Gomitlion has been most vehement In his defense of Communists oj 
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umn in the Daily Worker of 
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PICTURED HERE ore leaders of five recent scenes of racial disturbance and violence. 

Septima Clark, presently director of Highlander Integration workshop was associated with the South 

Carolina-NAACP School Teachers Incident. 

Conrad Browne is a leader of inter-racial Koinonia Farms, Americas, Georgia, the scene of boycotts, 

disturbances and violence. 

David H. Brooks was a leader of the Tallahassee Bus Boycott. This incident was commenced only after 

a psychological survey of the orea hod been made to determine the outcome. 

Rosa Parks was the centra! figure in the agitation which resulted in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

Charles Gomillion, Dean of Students at Tuskegee Institute, was the leader of the Tuskegee Boycott. 




Ht >s-iT of the Tuskegee, 
isty-bance. 
the Communist Pody. His 

HJ«-»r-w»* C^ j'f^'.'fh C^OUpS. 



PICTURED HERE (foreground) is Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 
On the first row are Reverend Martin Luther King (2nd from right) of the Montgomery Boycott, 
Aubrey Williams (3rd from right) president of the Southern Conference Education Fund Inc. and 
Myles Horton (4th from Right) the director of Highlander folk School. 

These "four horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife and violence in 
their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism". 
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Every American Has Ihe 
Right io Know ihe Trnlh 



EDITORIAL COMMENT 

On the preceding pages you have seen pictures of the 
leaders of every major race incident in the South from May 
1954 until the time of this meeting, Labor Day, 1957 Week- 
end (August 30, 31 and September 1, 2). You have seen 
executive?, and leaders of many organizations active in the 
southeastern region of the United States. All of the pictures 
contained in this folder were taken during this one weekend 
at this Communist training school, Highlander Folk School, 
Monteagle, Tennessee. 

. .~..<v* wl the national figures are easily identified with 
their pictures. Other names of lesser figures are those given 
to the photographer in introductions and self identifications. 

It has been our purpose, as rapidly as possible, to 
identify the leaders and participants of this Communist 
training school and disseminate this information to the gen- 
eral public. This Commission would appreciate your furnish- 
nt& u. u* tny further identifications you can make. 

It behooves each of us to learn more of Communist in- 
.■....*...«., *;.tj the direction of Communist movements. Only 
through information and knowledge can we combat this 
;>:,<.;■ uiewa^e to Constitutional government. 

Ail ; !- :;ny part of this folder may be reproduced by any 
ptVi.-fi r>. -. ,i -.-anization with or without credit being given 
Co » r .. i -* C '■" rs r. . ; r.si on . 

Georgia Commission on Education 
Governor Marvin Griffin, Chairman 

T. V. Willipms, .Ir., Executive Secretary 
ZZ\i Agriculture Bldg. 
19 Hunter St., S.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Records of Don West, John B. Thompson, 
J*-»j* Dcrr.browslci, Aubrey Williams 

*.* tt eu i- ,<jw fere the records of Communist Affiliation? 
.... w, o i.uc j«aaers of Highlander Folk School. 

JAMES DOMBROWSKI 

JOHN B. THOMPSON 

I>ON WEST 

M-BREY WILLIAMS 
Each of the.se four men was prominent in the establishment 
of Highlander Folk School or in its subsequent operation. 



Questions Bulletin, June 1830, 
page 1. 

(21) Mid-Century Conference for 
Peace — initiating: apon3or — Work- 
er, April 30, 1950, page 15. 

(22) National Committee tc 
Abolish the Poll Tax— sponsor— 
letterhead, March 8, 1946. 

(23) National Commutes for 
Peaceful Alternatives — co-chair- 
man — folder, December 1951 

(24) National Committee to Re- 
peal the M?Carran Ac I — initio to* 
— letterhead, January 19, 1951. 

(25) National Committee to Re- 
peal the McCarran Acts — signer oJ 
open letter to Senator Hennings— 
letter, November 14, 1955. 

(20) National Council of Amer- 
lean-Soviet Friendship— member tc 
welcome the Dean of Canterbury 
— booklet, November 194g. 

(27) National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions — 
signer of ad — St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch, June 20, 1951. 

(28) Open Letter on Military 
Aid to Spain— signer — Daily Work- 
er. May 17, 1951, page 9. 

(29) Open Letter Protesting De- 
portation of Harry Bridge3 — sign- 
er—letter, April 22, 1943. 

(30) Protest against Verdict of 
Guilty in Case ot 11 Communist 
'-eaders — spoke out against verdict 
—Worker, October 30, 1949, p. 8. 

(31) People*3 Institute of Ap- 
lied Religion — sponsor — letter- 

lead, April 16, 1953. 

(32) Protestant Digest Associ- 
ates — signer of call to dnner-for- 
jri— -call, February 25, 1941. 

(33) Southern Conferee Edu- 
cational Fund — mamber of board 
qf directors — letterhead, Jiiuary 
1951. 

(34) Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare — vice prej Jen;— 
letterhead, July 25, 1947. 

(35) U. S. Sponsoring Cj:mit- 
tee for Representation at the Con- 
gress of the Peoples for Pea -e — 



(18) National Citizens Er 
cy Relief Committee to Aiii 
ers Families — member of r., 
board — Worker, March 17. 
page 6. 

(19) National Citizens P 
Action Committee — memb, 
iicial list, August 1944. 

(20) National Citizens P. 
iction Committee — vice exi 
board— pamphlet, December ' 

(22) National Committee t 
peal the M:Carran Acts — si*. 
open letter to Senator Hem: 
press release, November 14, ] 

(23) Peace Information C 
— endorser of World Peace A 
—leaflet, August 81, 1950. 

(24) New York City Cour., 
the American Youth Congrt 
speaker at New York State n 
legislature of youth — call and 
gram, January 28-30, 1938. 

(25) Petition to Recor 
Prosecutions Under the Smith 
— signer— New York Times, 
gust 8, 1955, page 9; Daily W 
er, August 8, 1955, page 8. 

(26) Progressive Citizens 
America — speaker at rally, li»; 
Williams' testimony before S* 
Internal Security Subcommn 
March 19, 1954, page 112. 

(27) Progressive Citizens 
America — elected to board of 
rectors — Daily Worker, May 1 

(28) Protest Meeting for H 
ard Fast— sponsor— New Ma>- 
October 14, 1947, page 24. 

(29) Southern Conference E 
cational Fund — president; end- 
er of declaration — folder, Novt 
ber 20, 1948. 

(30) Southern Conference Ec 
cational Fund — president; spon- 
and speaker at first aoutbwide c< 
ference on discrimination in hig't 
education— program, April 8, li<: 

(31) Southern Conference Ed 
cational Fund— president — lett. 
head, January 1951. 



V**>*. *V -*- 1 — 



Scnool. 

DONALD L. WEST 

(1) American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion — endorser— -call to American 

People's Meeting, April 5-6, 1941. 

(2) Book Union — contributor- 
New Masses, October 1, 1935, back 
coyer, 

(3) Committee for Equal Justice 
for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary 
of International Labor Defense — 
member of committee of sponsors 
—booklet, August 1945. 

(4) Communist Party —member 
—House Committee Report on 
Southern Conference for Human 
"Welfare, 1947, page 5. 

(5) Educators for Wallace — 
member — pamphlet, October 1948. 

(6) Mother Bloor Celebration 
Committee — sent greetings — book- 
let, undated. 

(7) National Council of the Arts, 
: ■ . ' *\ ./;.-,-,; ens- =p?n?cr 
of conference— report of confer- 
ence. October 9-10, 1948 

(8) National Federation for Con- 
stitutional Liberties — signer of 
open Setter asking the President 
to rescind Biddle decision on Har- 
ry Bridges— booklet, July 11, 1942. 

<S; ?C !:«.«: Wallace for Presi- 
dent Committee — member — press 
release. Ma-ch 23, 1948. 

<1C) New Masses — contributor 
— New Mfe&nes, April 10, June 5, 
»sid J„r. t 2G, 1934; August 27, 
1935; May 28, 3 846. 

(31) Open Letter on Harry 
Bridges — aig-ner — Daily Worker, 
July 3 9. IS 42, page 4. 

(12/ People's Institute of Ap- 
plied Re) ir ion— state director for 
Georgia— letterhead, December 11, 
1940. 

(13) People's Institute of Ap 
plied Religion — sponsor and state 
director for Georgia — letterhead, 
February 12, 1941. 

;!«!'• ?-Vfj'?e'» Institute of Ap- 
plied Religion— field leader — -Jet- 
terhea-i. April 9, 1942. 

lio* People's Institute of Ap- 
•:.j Tl - r -- : ■"■... member of South- 

ary 1, 1948. 

(16) People's Institute of Ap- 
plied Religion— member of South- 
tt,i Com/mJi tee— letterhead, April 
16, 1952. 

(17) pilot (Communist-controll- 
ed weekly, of National Maritime 
Union)' — writer for — Pilot, May 
11, 1945, page 17. 

iih rciuthern Conference for 
!»■,*■.. ,.. V* feUAre — signer of mani- 
festo — Southern Patriot, June 1947, 
prees 4-6. 

JOHN B. THOMPSON 

(1) American Committee for 
pr*»t*r*i>« of Foreign Born— sign 



er of open letter for— Daily Work 
er, March 31, 1955, page 8. 

(2) American Continental Con 
gress for World Peace — sponsor- 
Daily Worker, July 29, 1949, page 
5. 

(3) American Crusade to Enr 
Lynching — signer of call to pilgri- 
mage to Washington, D. C— call 
September 23, 1946. 

<4) American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion — chairman — Daily Worker, 
September 3, 1940, page 4. 

(6) Appeal to Guard Civil 
Rights — signer — Daily Worker. 
August 28, 1950, page 3. 

(6) Bill of Rights Conference- 
sponsor — program and call, July 
16, 1949. 

(7) Chicago Ad Hoc Committee 
of Welcome for the Dean of Can- 
terbury — member — folder, No- 
vember 1948. 

(8) Chicago Committee to De- 
feat the Mundt Bill — signer of 
statement — Daily Worker, Septem- 
ber 15, 1950, page 9. 

(9) Chicago Committee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case — 
signer of open letter — Daily Work- 
er, December 25, 1952, page 8. 

(10) Citizens Emergency Con- 
ference for Interracial Unity — del- 
egate — booklet, September 25, 
1943. 

(11) Committee to Defend Amer- 
ica by Keeping Out of War — chair- 
man — letterhead, August 10, 1940. 

(12) Committee for Equal Jus- 
tice for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an aux- 
iliary of International Labor De- 
fense — sponsor— booklet, August 
1945. 

(13) Committee for Peaceful 
Alternatives — vice-chairman — 
letterhead, March 30, 1950. 

(14) Continuations Committee of 
the Conference on Peaceful Alter- 
natives to the Atlantic Pact — Initi- 
ator — Daily Worker, August 22, 

1949, page 3. 

(15) Committee to Secure Jus- 
tice in the Rosenberg Case — signer 
of open letter— Hyde Park Herald, 
1952. 

(16) Dinner for Pearl Hart- 
sponsor— Daily Worker, April 6, 

1950, page 4. 

(17) Emergency Peace Mobiliza- 
tion — sponsor — call and program, 
August 81-September 2, 1940. 

(18) Interfaith Committee for 
Peace Action — sponsor — leaflet, 
October 7, 1951. 

(19) League of Young Southern- 
er* — sponsor — letterhead, August 
IS, 1940. 

(20) Methodist Federation for 
Social Action — speaker — Soda] 



sponsor — pifcjs reiease, December 
9, 1962. 

(36) Wire to President Truman 
to Veto the McCarran Bill — initia- 
tor—Worker, September 17, 1950, 
page 8. 

AUBREY WILLIAMS 

(1) American Committes for 
Protection of Foreign Born— spon- 
sor of conference — program and 
call, October 25-27, 1949. 

(2) American Crusade to End 
Lynching— signer of call to pil- 
grimage to Washington— -call, Sep- 
tember 23, 1946. 

(3) American Youth Congress — 
speaker at 2 or 3 of the'r annual 
meetings — Williams' testimony be- 
fore Senate Internal Senruy Sub- 
committee, March 19, 1954, p. 109 

(4) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights 
— signer — Daily Worker, August 
28, 1950, page 3. 

(5) Association of Internes and 
Medical Students — speaker at an- 
nual convention— official program, 
December 27-30, 1950. 

(6) Brief Araiei C*r'« for the 
Communist Party — signer — U. S. 
Supreme Court, October 1955. 

(7) Civil Rights C:n~re33 — 
speaker at rally, September 11, 
1947 — Williams' testimony before 
Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee, March 19, 1954, page 107. 

(8) Committee to End Sedition 
Laws — signer of statements— press 
release, November 19, 1955. 

(9) Committee for Peaceful Al- 
ternatives to the Atlantic Pact — 
member of executive board — letter- 
head, September 16, 1960. 

(10) Commonwealth College — 
served on committee and contribu- 
ted to — Massachusetts investiga- 
tion of Communists, 1938. 

(11) Continuations Committee of 
the Conference on Peaceful Alter- 
natives to the Atlantic Pact — 
signer of open letter to Congress 
—letter, August 21, 1949; Daily 
Worker, August 22, 1949, page 3. 

(12) Daily Worker— petitions U. 
S. Senate— Daily Worker, Janu- 
ary 26, 1946, page 9. 

(13) W. E. B. DuBois Testimon- 
ial Sponsoring Committee — spon- 
sor—program, February 23, 1961. 

(14) Highlander Folk School- 
member of board or in some way 
affiliated with from about 1944 to 
1954 — Williams' testimony before 
Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee, March 19, 1964, p. 103. 

(16) Mainstream — sponsor New 
Masses, October 28, 1947, page 2. 

(16) Mid-Century Conference for 
P«ace — sponsor— call. May 29-30, 
1950. 

(17) Mother Bloor Celebration 
Committee — sponsor — booklet 



cational Fund— president and men 
ber board of director*— letterhead 
July 1964. 

(83) Southern Conference Ed. 
cational Fund — president an 
member of board of directors — le 
head, April 1955. 

(84) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — signer of petit to 
to Senator Henning*— -petition, N< 
vember 7, 1966. 

(85) Southern Conference Ed. 
cational Fund — president — Souit 
Patriot, December 1956, page 4. 

(36) Southern Conference f< 
Human Welfare — speaker at coi 
ference — program, November 2- 
23, 1938. 

(87) Southern Conference f< 
Human Welfare — speaker at coi 
ference — program and call, Apt 
14-16, 1940. 

(88) Southern Conference f< 
Human Welfare — signer of pe: 
tion to U. S. Senate — Daily Wori 
er, January 28, 1946, page 11. 

(39) Southern Conference f 
Human Welfare — chairman • 
nominating committee, 1946— W. 
liams' testimony before Senate 1 
ternal Security Subcommitt 
March 19, 1954, page 103. 

(40) Southern Conference f 
Human Welfare — signer of mat 
festo — - Southern Patriot, Ju 
1947, pages 4-6. 

(41) Southern Conference f 
Human Welfare — member of boa 
of representatives — letterhe: 
July 25, 1947. 

(42) Washington Committee f 
Democratic Action — member 
membership list, 1939. 

(43) Workers Alliance — p: 
tribute to — Appendix IX, p:^ 
1749. 

JAMES A. DOMBROWSK1 

(1) American Committee i 
Ind on esian Independence — si p- -■ 
of letter — Indonesian Review, li- 

(2) American Committee 
Protection of Foreign Born— si: 
er of birthday greeting to Sab 
— Lamp, May 1946, page 3. 

(8) American Committee 
Protection of Foreign Horn — sp 
sor of 16th anniversary natic 
conference — program, Dece rr. 
11-12, 1948. 

(4) American Continental C 
gress for Peace, Mexico Cit; 
United States sponsor — lea:" 
September 6-10, 1949. 

(6) American Peace Crusa>J 
signer of call to peace pilgrim. 
to Washington, D. C— leaf 
March 1, 1951. 

(6) American Peace Crusad 
sponsor— letterhead, May 26, 1 = 

(7) American Peace Crusad 







H HtLiTClN, {2nd 1} President of United Packing House Work- 
f Am C rica.CIO, is pictured here with Abner W. Berry of the 
>nal Central Committee of the Communist Party, 
hielstein is representative of a small group of Labor extremists 
serve the Communist Party by affiliation with the Communist 
rotus and by the utilization of their own organization to 



further aims of the Communist Party. 

Abner Berry a a member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party and is a columnist for the Daily Worker. Berry 
U one of the top ranking Negro Communists in America. His' pres- 
ence ot a meeting such as this seminar insures the Communist Party 
ogo'mst deviations from the Party principles. 



cf appeal— Daily Worker, 

2P y P'4. pfcfc-e 4. 
rme&f for Amnesty for the 
-tbUcit. oi the Communist 
-.-..i..tu ^iiuei - me Smith 
mer — Daily Worker, De- 
10, 3PE5. p R ge 4. 
*c: : .*i .h Open Letter — 
lelU»r. September 19, 1965, 
Sripf i»rp,r-i Curiae for the 
ist Ptrty— signer — U. Sj. 

Court, October 1955. 
Committee for Equal Jua- 
v r , t- ..-v Tny'or, an aux- 

i " ' '■■:;. a ' Labor De- 

jjrsi r — booklet, August 

Jcmmittee for Medic*) 
—signer of statement op- 
lestioning of profesisonal 
i. : n- American Activities! 



(34) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — director — letter- 
head, July 1954. 

(35) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — director — letter- 
head, April 1955. 

(86) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — coordinator of 
Southwestern Regional Conference 
on Integration — folder. May 17, 
1955. 

(37) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — director — South- 
ern Patriot, December 1956, p. 4. 

(38) Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare — executive secre- 
tary — official report, 1942. 

(39) Southern Conference fo: 
Human Welfare — executive secre- 
tary—Daily Worker, January 29, 
1946, pare 4. 



rated on March 1965) is no less a 
Communist project than its prede- 
cessor, Camp Unity." 

WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS 

Cited as a Communist confer- 
ence held in the summer of 1938 
at Vassar College. 

DAILY WORKER 

"The chief journalistic mouth- 
piece of the Communist Party 
founded in response to direct in- 
structions from the Communist In- 
ternational in Moscow. . . . The 
first issue of the Daily Worker ap- 
peared on January 18, 1924. , . . 
No other paper or publication of 
any kind in all American history 
has ever been loaded with such a 
volume of subversive, seditious. 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 

ARTS, SCIENCES- AND 

PROFESSIONS 

Cited as a Communist front 

which ia "used to appeal to special 

occupational groups , . . " 

VETERANS AGAINST DISCRI- 
MINATIONS OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
CONGRESS OF NEW YORK 
Cited as a subversive affiliate 
of the subversive Civil Rights 
Congress. 

MASSES AND MAINSTREAM 
Cited as the successor to New 
Masses, u m Communist magazine." 

NEW MASSES 

"Nationally circulated weekly 






i Conference on Constitu- 
Liberties in America — 
;r — program, June 7-9, 1940. 
i Continuations Committee of 
)nference on Peaceful Alter- 
s to the Atlantic Pact— sign- 
open letter to Congress — let- 
ugust 21, 1949. 
< International Workers Or- 
lefender of — Fraternal Out- 
^ovember 1948, page 6. 

International Workers Or- 
lefender of — Daily Worker, 
18, 1951, page 8. 
Methodist Federation for 

Action — nominated member- 
re by national membership 
ig, December 27-29, 1947— 
•Hot, page 2. 
Methodist Federation for 
Action — nominee— official 

September 2, 1953. 
Methodist Federation for 

Service — nominated for na- 
committee — 1945 ballot, p. 4. 

National Citizens Political 
Committee — member— of - 
t, August 28, 1944. 

National Committee to Re- 
le McCarran Act — s:gner of 
etter to members of Con- 
-letier. January 19. 1951. 

National Committee to Re- 
le McCarran Act — signer of 
tlUx to Senator KeiHiings 
3 November 14, 1955. 

National Committee to Win 
ty for the Smith Act Vic- 

sponsor — letterhead, May 

National Conference to De- 
he Bill of Rights — sponsor 
et, December 2-3, 1950. 

National Federation for 
utional Liberties — signer of 
ent opposing renewal of the 
Committee — pamphlet, Janu- 
13. 

National Negro Congress — 
r— JOth convention program, 
), 1946. 

People's Institute of Ap- 
Roligion — sponsor — letter- 
April 9, 1942. 

Religion — member of South- 
oramittee— letterhead, Janu- 
1948. 

People's Institute of Ap- 
Religion — member of South- 
ommittee — letterhead, April 
53. 

Southern Conference Edu- 
&! Fund— endorser of derlar- 
-fcJder, November 20, 1948. 
1 Southern Conference Edu- 
al Fund — director — program 
iference, ApriJ 8, 1950. 
i Southern Conference Edu- 
al Fund — director — letter 



(42) Southern Resident Labor 
Colleges — member of finance cam- 
paign committee — letterhead, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1937. 

(43) Statement Defending the 
Communist Party — signer — Daily 
Worker, March 5, 1941, page 2. 

(44) Win-the-Peace Conference 
— sponsor — call, April 6-7, 1946. 

(45) World Peace Appeal— sign- 
er— leaflet, August 31, 1950. 



HIGHLANDER EXECUUTIVES 

(Continued from page 1) 

DR. LEWIS JONES, Rural Life 
Council, Tuskeegee Institute, 
Alabama. 

MAY JUSTUS, Tracy City, Tenn. 

DR. GEORGE MITCHELL, Execu- 
tive Director, Southern Re- 
gional Council, Atlanta, Ga. 

RFV. EUGENE SMATHERS, Cal- 
vary Presbyterian Church, Big 
Lick, Tenn. 

DR. P. A. STEPHENS, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

JORDON STOKES, III, Attorney 
at Law, Nashville, Tenn. 

LUCILLE THORNBROUGH, As- 
sociate Editor, East Tennes- 
see Labor News, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

TOM WHITE, Sec, Tennessee 
State Legislative Board, Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, 
Lexington, Tenn. 

AUBREY WILLIAMS. Publisher, 
Southern Farm and Home, 
Montgomery, Ala. 

CHARLES WILSON, Tennessee 
Representative, International 
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelt- 
er Workers, Columbia, Tenn, 

MRS. GEORGE WOLFE, Takoma 
Park, Maryland. 
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CITATIONS 

(Continued from page 1) 

gro worker, it has been a deterrent 
to him." 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR 
HUMAN WELFARE 

Cited as a Communist-front or- 
ganization "which seeks to attract 
southern liberals on the baaia of 
its aeeming interest in the prob- 
lems of the South" although ita 
"professed interest in southern 
welfare is simply an expedient for 
larger aims serving the Soviet Un- 
ion and ita subservient Communist 
Party in the United States." . A 

WINGDALE LODGE 
"The Committee is convinced 
that WingxUle Lodge (incorpo- 
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been devised making special ap- 
peals in behalf* of civil liberties 
and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party 
itself. Among these organizations 
are the . . . Emergency Civil Lib- 
erties Committee. When the Com- 
munist Party itself is under lire 
these fronts offer a bulwark of 
protection." 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN SCHOOL 

"Schools under patriotic and be- 
nevolent titles indoctrinate Com- 
munists and outsiders in the the- 
ory and practice of communism, 
train organizers and operatives, 
recruit new party members and 
sympathizers * * * A school of 
this type has been the Abraham 
Lincoln School, Chicago • * • " 

AMERICAN PEACE 
MOBILIZATION 

Cited as "one of the most sediti- 
ous organizations which ever op- 
erated in the United States" and 
"instrument of the Communist 
Party line prior to Hitler's attack 
on Russia." 

AMERICAN YOUTH FOR 
DEMOCRACY 

Cited as the new name under 
which the Young Communist 
League operates and which alsc 
largely absorbed the American 
Youth Congress. 

COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE 

ATLANTIC PACT 

"As part of Soviet psychological 
warfare against the United States, 
Communist fronts seek to paralyze 
America's will to resist Communist 
aggression by idealizing Russia's 
aims and methods, discrediting the 
United States, spreading defeat- 
ism and demoralization . . . Spe- 
cializing in this field . . . have 
been such organizations as . . . the 
Committee for Peaceful Alterna- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact . . . ** 

COUNCIL ON AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS 
Cited as a Communist front 
"formed to provoke racial fric- 
tion." 

JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 

"Schools under patriotic and be- 
nevolent titles indoctrinate Com- 
munists and outsiders in the the- 
ory and practice of communism, 
train organizers and operatives, re- 
cruit new party members and sym- 
pathisers. . . . Schools of these 
type have been . . . Jefferson 
School of Social Science, New 
York. ..." 



"Political Affairs, formerly 
known as The Communist, 'a maga- 
zine of the theory and practice of 
Marxism- Leninism published month- 
ly by the Communist Party of the 
United States of America,' »ow 
calls itself 'a magazine devoted to 
the theory and practice of Marx- 
ism-Leninism.' Its chief editor is 
Eugene Dennis, executive secretary 
of the party." 



NAACP Approval, 
Support, Participation 

Reverend Martin Luther King, 
Rosa Parks, Charles C. Gomillion, 
Reverend David Brooks, Allen Mc- 
Swain, Conrad Browne and others 
who attended this session at High- 
lander Folk School provided major 
leadership in the following inci- 
dent* of interracial strife; (1) the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott; (2) the 
Tuskegee Boycott; (3) the Talla- 
hassee Bus Boycott; (4) the Clin- 
ton School Incident; (6) Kononia 
Farms Inter-racial Violence and 
the March on Washington. 

Each of the above-listed persons 
and incidents has received the na- 
tional acclaim and complete sup- 
port of the National Association 
for Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple. In fact, these incidents and the 
operation of these individuals have 
provided a major portion of the 
active prog-ram of the NAACP. 

Those who conducted thU I^bor 
Day teuton at Highlander Inter- 
spersed their le=tur*s and discus- 
sions with appeals to those present 
to secure new memberships for the 
NAACP and especially urged that 
teachers join and support the 
NAACP. 

The unqualified support by the 
NAACP of the above-named indi- 
viduals and incidents muat be view- 
ed in light of the fact that ten of 
the directors including Benjamin 
E. Mays, President, Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, Georgia, have 
amassed the surprising; total of 
over 400 instances of Communist 
Front Affiliation; more than half 
the directors have public records 
of Communist Affiliation. The di- 
rectors of the NAACP both pres- 
ent and past have continually dem- 
onstrated an amazing propensity 
for affiliating themselves with 
pro-Communist causes. 

The Honorary Chairman of the 
Directors of the NAACP, W. E. B. 
DuBois has amassed a longer pub- 
lic record of Communist affilia- 
tions than any other person in the 
United States with the staggering 
total of literally hundreds of such 
affiliations. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST 



TO: 

. Director 

Mr. Tolson, 5744 

Mr. Boardman, 5736 

Mr, Belmont, 1742 

Mr. Mohr, 5517 

Mr. Parsons, 7621 

Mr. Rosen, 5706 

Mr. Tamm, 5256 

Mr. Trotter, 4130 IB 

Mr. Sizoo, 1742 

Mr. Nichols, 5640 

Mr. McGuire, 5642 

Mr. Wick, 5634 

Mr. DeLoach, 5636 

Mr, Morgan, 5625 

Mr. Jones, 4236 

Mr. Leonard, 6222 IB 

Mr. Waikart, 7204 

Mr. Eames, 7206 

Mr. Wherry, 55 

See Me 

For Your Info 

For appropriate 

action 




Teletyi 

Code R 

Mechanical, B-l 1 

Supply Room, B-216 

Tour Room, 5625 

Stop Desk,/?7i 

Miss Lurz 

Mrs.Faber 

Miss McCord 

.Miss Rogers 
iss Padgett 
.Dillon 
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R&ce Strife And Integration In South 
Stirred By NAACP And Communists 




■* By CARL ESTES 

-^ New and significant evidence 
'""*hat racial a i rife being stirred up 
vjn Arkansas .^nd across the South 
is inspired and promoted by north- 
ern Communists, Communist gym- 
riath'i^ers, anc' various ' front" or- 

_. v....-.- .. iti , uie aid of their 

southern counterparts - continues 
o come to light. 

Not ail the under-covej meetings 
>r Communist organizers and fo- 
menters of race strife are being 
ie!d in the North, for many of 
ihese purty officials and their 
lid pi"»k grills have now moved 
?r?- IE? to the ^-.i'h ?»nd are holding 
ii 4 _^. t -.-^ .:.vj tat lies' schools and 
.'. ' "planning" meetings for new ac- 
tion 

-.si 1 , announced plan 

■^ j 1 .. of rir NAACP to hold a three- 

■y^**^ ^s? n-?r*i~f }»■ ; otirvfrw on Nov. 

■ 1' .; — uisj .ut:>j by the Texas 

. y*«r» ?-ar"c: as a "plan of 

action" ui^elinr with "attempts 

■ :■■..«■■.•. ;. ." M .■ u-st court cases 

■ -. >n 5P. >?•»=■ .• j>t«* "»'-xas schools" — 

■ sdfd** i-r -.(■ o-"w evidence is en- 

lJ£ilM.'i»Ui£, 

'- ' The N-% ACP strife-stirring buz- 

. .. ■ :.- ■> ■■U .,-»*r be permitted 
■; tu hght here, much less go to 

'■"-i 1 "- '■;" -* \v,y. ■£?■-.' sluing cam- 
■>- nai^D. 

■ : '.' In addition to information and 
1,. .-facts which I have been able to I 



bring to light in Philadelphia and 
in several other northern and east- 
ern cities, the following article 
from The Shreveport limes of Oct. 
5, written by Raymond McDaniel, 
Times staff member will bring 
new light to the subject as It is 
developing "n all its ugliness across 
the South today. 

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct 4— Organ- 
izers of practically every outbreak 
of racial trouble in the South since 
1954 today were revealed to have 
attended a Communist training 
school in Tennessee about a month 
ago. Details were disclosed in a 
public hearing today by a secret 
investigator employed by the state 
of Georgia to infiltrate the school. 

Gov. Marvin Griffin, who pre- 
sided over todays hearing said the 
investigator has broughc back "ir- 
refutable facts" of Communist 
Party influence in Southern racial 
strife. 

The investigator, engaged In the 
undercover work up until last night, 
today produced some 40 photo- 
graphs taken secretly at the train- 
ing school and a role of movie film, 
which was not shown The pic- 
tures, introduced intc the records, 
showed various figure* involved in 
recent outbreaks of racial trouble 
attending elates and holding dis- 
cussion at the Tennessee meeting. 



The training school, termed a 
"workshop ou integration" was 
held at the Highlander Folk School 
near Monteagle, Tenn according 
to testimony given at the hearings 
today. Among those attending, and 
their records as given in testimony 
were; , 

ATTENDANTS LISTED 

1. Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Montgomery, Ala, a leading Negro 
figure in various outbreaks of ra- 
cial trouble during the past two 
years who was describeo as a tool 
of the Communist partv in recent 
hearings in ixmisiana 

2. Rosa Parks, Negro, described 
as the person who precipitated the 
Montgomery bus boycott. 

3. Allen McSwain, N^gro who was 
credited with sparking the Clinton, 
Tenn. public school Incident. 

4. Conrad Browne, » leader at 
Koinonia Farms at \mericus, Ga. 
Koinonia was described as a social- 
istic interracial community where 
violence and racial strife recently 
erupted. 

5. Charles Gomillion, Negro, dean 
of students at Tuskegee Institute. 
According to testimony today agi- 
tation by Gomillion wart major 
cause of the Tuskeges boycott. 

6. Septkna Clark, pxesently a di- 
rector at the Tennessee school who ; 
had a hand in the South Carolina j 
NAACP school teachers incident. J 



7. David H. Brooks, leader Talla 
bassee bus boycott. 

OTHERS REVEALED 

Also attending was Abner W. 
Berry, a member of the Com- 
munist Party's central commit- 
tee. According to T. B Williams 
Jr. executive secretary of the 
commission holding today's hear- 
ings. The presence of Berry, a 
negro, insured no deviation from 
the Communist line. 
Many other persons, some witi. 
40 incidents of Communist front af- 
filiation, were in attendance and 
pictures of these persons taken by 
the investigator were entered in 
the records. 

The investigator was Edwin H. 
Friend, of Atlanta, who testified 
that he was employed to "make 
contact and infiltrate the meeting 
J>eing held at the school and report 
back to the Georgia Commission 
on Education. 

The commission on education, 
formed by the State legislature in 
1953 is headed by Gov Griffin with 
the lieutenant governor and attor- 
ney general included as members, 
Representatives from several other 
southern states were present for 
the hearing. 

Prior to the meeting Gov. Grif- 
fin said the hearing was called to 
receive the report on growing ra- 
(See RACE, Page 13-A) 
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(Continued From Page 1) 
cial unrest in the South. Notice 
of the meeting was not made until 
late last night, because, accord- 
ing to Griffin, Friend was still en- 
gaged in the undercover work un- 
til that time. 

WARNS OF ACTIONS 
"This evidence show* that ten- 
sion in the South is being pro* 
duced by forces which are not 
interested in {be welfare of ei- 
ther the white people or the 
Negro people," said the gover- 
nor. 

"It behooves each of us to lesrn 
more of Communist infiltration and 
the direction of Communist move- 
ments. Only through information 
and knowledge can we combat this 
alien menace to constitutional gov- 
ernment." 

"Williams spent the major part of 
the hearing identifying persons in 
the pictures and entering the pho- 
tos in the official records. 

Referring to leaders of the ra> 
cial outbreaks, Williams said they 
have receivde "wide acclaim" 
from the National Assn. for the 
Advancement of Colored People." 
Because of that he termed an 
"amazing propensity on the part 
of the NAACP leaders for affiliat- 
ing themselves with the Commun- 
ist Party". Williams also entered 
as evidence the records of 10 lead- 
ers of the NAACP. 

REVEALS LEADERS 
They are Channinr H. Tobias, 
chairman of the NAACP board; 
William Lloyd Imes, vice presi- 
dent; Oacar Hammerstein II, 
vice president; Algernon D. 
Black, member of the board; 
Huber T. Delany, member of 
the board; Benjamin E. Mays, 
member of the board; jjcauot* 
Jtoosevelt ,. member of ihe%oard; 
Earl B. Dickerson, member of 
the board and W. J. Walls, vice 
president. 

The Tennessee meeting was de- 
scribed as a four-day discussion 
of methods and tactics of precipi- 
tating racial strife and disturbance. 
It was held from Aug, 30 to Sept. 
2. 

"The meeting of such • large 
group of specialists in interracial 
strife under the auspices of a 
Communist training school, and in 
the company of many known Com- 
munists is the typical method 
whereby leadership training and 
tactics are furnished to the agita- 
tors, said the committee. 

"This waa a general workshop . 
and would be the most common 
method of developing a long 
range pror/ram. In specific ait- 
nations, leadership would be sent 
into the communities to assist." 
According to testimony, the 
school was headed by Myles Hor- 
ton, a director of Highlander, and 
the Rev. John B. Thompson, Chap- 
lain at the University of Chicago, 
Williams testified Thompson has a 
record of 36 affiliations with Corn^ 
munist -activities and said both 
Thompson and Horton have long 
been regarded as useful aids to the 
Communist party. 

PICTURES SHOWN 
Pictures Introduced as evidene 
included one showing a mr __ 
identified by Williams '^f i £ 
Routh, headquarters •*** ' ' *• 

ithern Reai^-^^ 



•aid that fa ai* Mt 

sessions, tteTf >■-"-' tstading 
children and % tn-^_J f racial 
demonstrations ana incidents was 
advocated on the basis that po- 
Uce v are reluctant to shoot wem- 
en and children. 

Another picture was taken of 
Ralph Helatein, president of tbe 
United Packing House Workers of 
America -CIO, with Abner W. 
Berry, according to an identifica- 
tion by Williams. Williams said 
Helstein is a representative of a 
small group of labor extremist* 
who serve *oe Communist party 
by affiliation, and by the utiliza- 
tion of their own organization to 
further the aims of the Communist 
party. Berry, in addition to hold- 
ing his membership on the Com- 
munist Central committee, is a top 
writer for the Daily Worker, offi- 
cial organ of the Communist party. 
Also included in attendance at 
the Communist meeting and identi- 
fied by Williams in pictures intro- 
duced today were: 

Alonso G. Moron, Negro pres- 
ident of Hampton Institute. 

Wilma D. Stokely, a Newport, 
Tenn., writer. 

Aubrey Williams, Montgomery, 
Ala., president of the Southern 
Conference Education Fund, Inc., 
and publisher of Southern Farm 
and Home Magazine. 

Maurice McCracken, who is af- 
filiated with the Neighborhood 
House in Cincinnati. 

Rev. Maurice McCracken also of 
Neighborhood House. 

Ralph Tefferteller, New York's 
Henry Street settlement. 

Rev, Abernathy, another leadt" 
in the Montgomery, Ala., bus" inci- 
dent. 

LEADERS NAMED 
The commission said Highland- 
er Folk school was founded in 
1832 by Myles Horton and Don 
West, former district director of 
the Communist party of North 
Carolina. 

Paul Crouch, a former top Com- 
munist party function?" 
in g to the committee, testified be- 
fore the Congress.-.. . .. .„„. 
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tee on un-American Activities t 
Highlander is "ostensibly an in 
pendent labor school," but aetu; 
is working in close cooperat 
with the Communist party." 

James Dombrowski, who hel- 
forra the school, also has a l- 
record of Communist front act 
ties. . 
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Umak you for your letter dated October 14, 1957, 
with enclosure. Your observation* and your interest in bringing .; - 
this material to my attention are appreciated. 

While I would like to be of service, Z must point out r 
that the FBI is strictly a fact -gathering agency, that information in 
its files is confidential and available for official use only and that 
it is not within our authority to make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the integrity or character of any organization, publication or 
individual. . . - 

I know you will understand the reasons for these rules 
and will not infer either that we do or do not have the information you 
desire. '*■' . ■■ V':"^v .. ' ' *:"*.*"- ■: -.i, ' 

Sincerely yours, 



... -%^S£-sa 
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OCT 2 11957 

COMM -»' 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent enclosed clipping from unidentified local newspaper 
dealing with racial strife in the South and relates that organizers of 
practically every outbreak of^jacial trouble in the South since 1954 were 
revealed to have attended th e H ifthlande xJjQlk School near Monteagle , JTennesse 
Correspondent questions why such a school is allowed to operate and why 
Mrs. (EleanoTXRoosevelt should serve on a Civil Rights Pa^eh* 
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O^fe* Memorandum • 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



1 MR. TOLSON 



subject: GEORGIA COMMISSION ON EDUCATION 



date: October 18, 1957 



A Bex 

** P«r 



There is attached a newspaper-put out by tii^feeorgla - . 

a Education which concerns the^'Highlander FoliTSchooL *V *£■ 
communist training school at Monteagle, Ten nessee. The Am ericanis m / V r 3 andy 



Commission on Education which 



Tolson 

Nichols 

£ Boordman — 
Imont _i£ 

Mohr 

Parsons . 

Rosen ___ 
Tomnj «^^___ 

Trottsr 

Nsose 

Wtnttrrowd _ 
T«I«. Room . 
Holloman _ 



SES^ti? American Legion ^ that w;mlght me to ^ a «*£ , ^ 

ACTION: 




Intelligence Division. 



It is suggested this memorandum be forwarded to the Domestic fafy 
vision. . v / 



cc-Mr # Belmont 
Enclosure 
CDD:jmr£, 
(3) "tr 



Sr. 



£3 



I 64007 2^57 



* tv,M 16 OCT 24 1957 
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Negro 'Plotting' oT 
Monteagle Charged 



a* c»n*s ppmi 

ATLANTA, Oct. 5— An "under 
cover agent" told the Georgia 
Education Commission yesterday 
that Southern Negro leaders plot- 
ted "racial agitation" at a Labor 
Day weekend meeting in an inter- 
racial school in Tennessee. 

The education com mission, 
headfd by Gov. Marvin Griffin, 
was formed by the Georgia Leg- 
islature to plan Georgia'! fight 
against integration and to pub- 



State, Attorney General Eugene 
Cook had labeled as having 
Communist affiliation* alao were 
present. 

Called Typical Meattng 

One of the photographs showed 
King and Williams seated to- 
gether at a session of the Mont- 
eagle meeting. Another photo- 
graph showed an unidentified 
Negro man dancing with an un- 
identified white woman. 

Williams reported orally In a 



• «„i, «u- c. .I.Z • 1 ■ wunams reported orally in a . 

Jiriz* the Southern viewpoint in , tate menton the mimeographed » 
the segregation controversy. . shwt what ^ ^ wn ^J r £j; 

J Griffin disclosed before ^nejfindjng* about the purpose and 
commission that he h>T ser«AfffItie s «/ the Monteagle meet- 
estate photographer Edwff FrierTW^ Hi, statement said: 

l*ggr Folk School* Montetg* strUe mAtr ^ auspice§ ^ ^ 

w Communist training school and 

♦Ro People Will Kaow' in the comuany of known Cotn- 

The commission was told the' muni sts is a typical method 
meeting was held to discuss whereby leadership training and 

jnethods and tactic* for precipe* tactics are furnished the agita- 
♦uing racial strife and disturb- tors." 

•»oes." Williams said the Monteagle 

< Griflin said he called the com- meeting was attended by Negro 
Mission into session "so that the leaders of the bus boycott at 
People of Georgia will know \ Tallahassee. Fla., and of the ni- 
| whew some of the Souths racial. '«g*d "merchant boycott" at 
trouble originates and to learn Tuskegee, Ala. 
facta that are irrefutable." I Alabama Officials Preaeat 

Friend testified briefly, iden- i. Alaham. .<«i*t.nt -*♦««-« 

a £! - * ^ " * ^mission meeting disclosed he also 

£. meX aTSSSLLj? Jr> d tUended the Monte.'gte 
the meeting at Highlander from m eeting "incognito" but thia was 



«* *»• «* 



Aug. 30 through Sept. 2. 

King Reported T 

cutive 

aecftHfTTT TnT^fivVmember 
commission, then gave an oral 
report about Friend's visit and 
distributed a four-page mimeo- 
s-rnnhM report of newspaper size 
containing further, report 

Williams said trie moeting a 
Monteagle wa# attendee! by 
Rcj^,'" ---■"* 

Negro 
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.j» Vl>i< mt JrPA official "SUfJag 

A A4mini4tration. "haj a prafastssu fir aflU^ttel 
add tha commission laaetf wtta ■» SaasBlit 
that a num a r of persona whom cause. " 
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Several representative* of Ala- 
bama Atty. Gen John Patterson 
also were pretent at the com- 
misaion meeting. 

Other commission members 

,*t«wt included Lt, Gov. Ernaat 

andiver, Oaofc. Q>airman Rob- 
eft O. Arnold 1 of the Georgia 
Board of Rages *! and Roy V. 
Harris, a member of tftt board _ m „ 

of regenta. f' **- 

WJUiama **g faara Am NAACP 
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from, individuals and labor unions in the form of no ? ,in,»t, 

for ths^studenu who attend its courses. It off er 77oZrses of 
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According to this releaser Day weekend mtZZ** P 2ot tea 
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DATE; 11/22/57 



ffifi CONTAINED 




ALL 
HEREfNJSUNCUSSlrlcD 
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11/14/57. 



Re Kx let to Bureau 11/1/57 and Bulet to Kx 
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In view of prior Bureau instructions, no Investi- 
gation of the Highlander Folk School has been conducted by 
this office and no informants have reported any information 
regarding the activities of this school or its members. 

The only Information which might tend to Indicate 
this school has been engaged in activities of interest to the 
Bureau is set forth in Bulet to Knoxville dated 9/4/57, captioned 
"Racial Situation, State of Tennessee", Bufile 100-135-24. and 
in literature distributed by Georgia Commission on Education 
re Highlander Folk School. The only copy of this literature 
which was received from the Birmingham Office on 11/13/57 is 
enclosed herewith to the Bureau,,. , ;. '.,./-*■ « 

In view of the above and previous instructions 
received from the Bureau, it is sot recommended that any inves- 
tigation be conducted by. this Division 
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1 - Knoxville (61-12) 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovert 

I have become increasingly aware and apprehensive of 
Communism working in our country. In this connection, 
I have been informed that perhaps in Greene ville, 
Tennessee, there were several know Communists and 
that at the^ighlander Fo^lk School in Mp^ag^JTejin^ 
essee, there was being carried "on a CommunistTraining" 
School. 



I would appreciate any information available to me in 
regard to communistic activity in Tennessee. 

In case this information is not available to me, I 

would appreciate knowing how I can go about acquiring it. 

Sincerely yours, 
R. L. Peters, Jr. 



RLP/wkb 

cc Honorable Carroll Reece 
Johnson City, Tennessee 
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Honorable R. L. Meters,' Jr. 






■*BWT. 



'/^^•/v*t \ ^ ;; 
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oSa aSS/^^^^f^ 11 ld ? to ^* ^ 

01 aaia available, Jt U noted that the enclosure "Communist Threat in V 8 « 

rTnTber orSZ^r^ 111 ^ 8 ^ * ** * *' "51 .Motion 
iJT«« Communist i»arty members as of Jasuary 1, 1957, per fits 

FoU, S P ph^ fo rePOrt ' P *ft 29 ; Tbe Bureau "»■ known of the a£ 
Folk School for years and has Investigated numerous allegations conceriHe 

indication that it teaches courses along the communist line or has ever 
employed any communists on its staff. It is primarily designed to teach ' 
economics and related subjects. ..- ■...*. -. ■■■■■ -. ■ . ■ . . 
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Your Utter oi November 2, 1057, with enclosure*, 
has been received. .,■ .-;. ^ ; -.- 

•■ ■■ i:",»-"-> : "■"-=-■■■%- V- '■ .f* v ■ a-:. : v ' v '.•'.'.. 

The interest and thoughtfulness which prompted your 
writing is sincerely appreciated, and I thank you for bringing this 
material to my attention, . ,; y 
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'» • * 



"*■ :** .... 
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Sincerely yours, 



.«*.■,.» 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director VJfe 
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NOTE: Correspondent, not identifiable in Bufiles, enclosed a cartoon ' 
critical of the Supreme Court and an editorial dealing with^e-S^SFof 
top defense secrets by communists and fellow travelers, agjLwell dS a 
copy of a 4 page paper circulated by the Georgia Commission on Education 
of Atlanta, Georgia, distribute^ by independence Foundation, Inc., 
concerning the Mighlande rFolk Behoof/ Correspondent assumes we are 
aware of thje aghl^^Scho^iiiflts affiliated groups but inquir/es as to 
wjiat ahtiph is being taken. ^ii^e 'reflect %£^ 
tEg Hig Wander Fok School,' Wnt^gte£JeiAefesee>l^n Mtitkfctt wJft 



/fioora 



ifcBtructors[and has folio we d the practices of welco ming Communist Party 
members as students, ^^IBBHHBHHHBHBHHM^ever 
ST? lj ered courses in communist matters and was never completely controlle 
^Jr *? the communist elementTfc^afir%udenz reportedly described this 

school as pro-coi#ii!Uij^l l 'ijJJ«5fB|nb»r jr , |$>sk .--..■ , A j \ 
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hrJfi 5 atUn . J Some people still 
tZSF i° BS Jnto re »taurants and 
food stores in violation of the 
public health laws. Now we have 
the case of the little girl who was 
bitten by a dog in a Columbus 
Ave. supermarket. This dog was 
brought into the store by an un- 
identified woman. What must hap- 
pen before the Health Depart- 
ment takes action against these 
dog owners? '• 

HANDY REMINDER 

-Ji^JT Ea< ? . time Sputnik 
.speeds by overhead, it should re- 

fJllSt ♦ mm *? cr *» tur « »«d theirj 
Si p t™^™ w hich enabled 
Red Bussia to steal our top de- 
fense secrets. * ' 
% * ^^ARJ^S.H. HUTER. 






., COSTLY DISEASE 

Brooklyn: The American Medi- 
cal Association recognizes alco- 
cSwrt."^ dfa ~««-'fi»Ki York 

Slj * d, . 8e */ e costa miui °ns o? 

dollars in lost man-hours annul 

fh/W m i? re m , ilhons "• ■Pw*by 
for Thl % 6 D *P artm «nt in carinj 
for the families of alcoholics. 

City of New York do not hay. 
one bed available for the alcl 

iSn Z h l Deed ni »«dication to 
«to P druikmg. The only altera*: 

" u * inking until overtaken by 
complete physical collapse, fa- , 

S t L°5. d "* h - Fi " da ys P of care 1 
and med 1C ation would put this 

rS™ »° P hh f eet « P re P are d to 

SnEL V" s work * nd his f amiJ y- 

W.Wta^W nnfortunatel. 
" ;.*' ' ' ANON Jr. . 
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Dear Friend: 




Horeab.r 21, 1957 j^ INFORfe"^^' r **' T \!KEQ 

HEREIw|iU«CUwv..-Lj ,\ 

DATE -3ll\M .BY^r^jgjft 

My name is Septima Clark. The enolosed leaflet telle about the work that I am doing 
to give a new ohance to people who are viotims of raoial prejudice in the South. 
About a year ago, after I had been released as a teaoher in the public school system 
of South Caroline, I accepted an invitation from Myle* Eorton to Join the staff of 
Highlander Folk School in the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. There 
question about my competence but my stand on integration was unpopular* 



was no 



Highlander is one of the few places in the South where southerners, lfegro and White, 
""" """* and study together and work out ways to combat prejudioe and segregation. 
My first year as Director of Workshops at Highlander has been filled with achieve- 
ments. We had the ohlldren of Clinton, Tennessee with us for a Christmas holiday in 
December. Leaders in the Montgomery bus boycott have supplied leadership for some pt 
our Workshops. Thirty children and ten counselors representing thirteen states had 
happy, vigorous weeks of out-of-door life here at Camp Koinonia-Highlander this - 
summer. These are times of great opportunity* 

At "Highlander we "believe that education, if it is real, is related to problems. 

t ' _■ u»; to Highlander and go away equipped to cope with the problems in their own 
communities. Highlander has functioned on this principle for a quarter of a century 
:-..- uu'-re has never been any question about it until now. Just this year the Internal 
~tvc.ruie Service has withdrawn tax-exempt status from Highlander. We cannot let this 
j ■/-».- die. until the tax exemption question is settled we are in serious diffi- 
?u;t*-. Oven |47,000 in foundation grants is held up and oannot be touohed by us / 
us ..oug as this present ruling stand** 
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fit- t.re doing what we oan to out costs during this emergency. The entire staff tit 
. ... "Il-I'-'-— d is foregoing salaries, le are living and working on a subsistence basis. 
_ The local storekeepers have been. generous in extending credit for the essentials, 

but we cannot impose on them forever* /. \ HKW 

RECORDED-45 V£ir^Z2 " 

v^i uwlp us in this time of stress we shall be most grateful. We are not 
anything for ourselves. We oan all go out and fixli^ofjBer^rl&P? We 'do not 
y.r.-n *r, r:rry about making a living. What we are fighting for is to preserve an 
<. , ..„.,. s r „ T-rogram that has become a resouroe and a rallying~polnt for VdoTeB of brave 
«,,. ^ ! _.„ „ ( . ^ V(? ftre leading the fig^ t f or j us tioe and better race relations in thes 
cru>Ul £tya. .. n A TT ? ' '■ ■ U <r - ^-^ *c Sepit r* C^ VM^r? k- 

,^\^ ' "°" * 1M0ED - « gii.r.iy youVs, 
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•f'.S. r-n't you please make your ©he ok 
V -.* payable to The Highlander Folk 
J. ^ School and mail it to Mr, Sober t 1 
\ Kau in the enclosed envelope* 
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b** been received* 



, ■".; ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
• HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED V . v 

' DATS^^ 'BY^sesiam^ 

^? g eommanlcatioo postmarked November 15, 1957, 
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t« .™>~^«-* -a Tfc * !*? terert prompting yoor contacting this Bureau 



Building, Memphis S, Tennesaee. 




Sincerely yours, 



;*.w.- 



t ',£■-, 






■r-'^^£«| 




- " ■*. "ft 


i'f "? 


&£&&?* 






KV- • 


; ■"?-&**,** 



$.£v r -. -\u 




John Edgmr Hoover 
Director 
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Dtt. l _ 1 AT J ,EN TTON SAC: Correspondent forwarded literature concerninc thf 
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee? wfffiout cover leSe^ 
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GOVERNMENT 



date : December 11, 1957 



Toison 
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SUBJECT: 



N*OB« __ 

Parsons 

Rotio __ 
Tanam ^_ 



He 



in the Attorney General's office called, 
stated that the Attorney General had received a letter from 
who was formerly 

and who has some connection with tto 

fie apparently has been asked by some minister to intercede for fund 
th^Highlander F olk School at Monte agle , T p nn p fi RPP : .^■■wanted to know 
what kind of an outfit it was. 



Trott.r . 

Clayton ^ 

Tals. Room — _ 
HoUomttix ____ 
Gamiy.^ 



!for 






1 t° ld WBP that while we had never investigated this school 
was highly controversial and that there had been both communists attending the + 
school and communists on the staff but that so far as we knew it had never been J^^ 

I communist-dominated. He stated that in view of this he intended to stay out ^ 
of it and was simply going to tellflHHBp that it had never been investigated 
by the Department and that he could make no comment concerning it. 
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cc-Mr, Belmont 
GAN-Jmr^ 
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SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) (RM) 
SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



DATE: 1/9/58 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
IS - C — 

The Knoxville Office recently received two copies 
of the-^UJigh lander Reports, 25th Annual Report, Oct. 1, 
'56 - Sepl. 30, '57". The envelopes were addressed to 
this office and bore the return address, "Highlander 
Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee", one bearing date 
December 19, 1957, and the other bearing date December 
21, 1957. A copy of this pamphlet' and envelope is 
being forwarded to the Bureau for its files. 

As the Bureau has previously been advised, MYLES 
HORTON, Director of this school, has in the past sent 
communications to this office. The enclosed pamphlet, 
of course, was not solicited by the Knoxville Office. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ft . 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \^» 



J-Kzr, 



ITy- Bureau (Enclosures 
1 - Knoxville 
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«• JAN 13 1958 
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25ik ANNUAL REPORT Oct 1/56 - Sept. 30/57 




Mr*. Septima Clorfc, Director of Education, Highlander 
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inaction, and in either cf < he is justly accountable t em for the injury. 

— John Stuart Mill 



Thp "^lim* South" now stonds indicted on such o 
charge as suggested by John Stuart Mill. The conviction, 
in the court of world opinion, will depend upon whether or 
not the pro-segregation, anti-violence majority has the 
courage to speak out ogainst the reigns of terror that 
shook Little Rock, Arkansas, Nashville ond Clinton, Ten- 
nessee. 

The voice of the South hos become in too many 
instances that of irresponsible politicians and their equally 
misguided followers. Spurred on by some public office 
holders, a violent srnoll minority is willing to defend seg- 
regation at any price. 

The Negro and forward-looking white people working 
for integration (another minority) are unable to cope 
with the violent mob. Violence which has shaken the 
South for the past year will continue until and unless the 
pro-segregetiem but law-abiding majority clearly under- 
stands ond speaks out against violence. 

CJ — *'■-_ ' ■'■'•-/ leoders to make the issue clear 

and to get the mojority to speak out for law and order is 
one of the foremost goals of Highlander. 

1957 PROGRAM CULMINATED IN ANNIVERSARY 

The 1957 program was largely pointed in this direc- 
y-.nn [-'"■""»"•-' ;- *i~-- 25th anniversary celebrated during 
rhe Labor Day week-end. 

""■■"■ ?;i;-£^pat:ch editorialized the celebra- 

i vn: "The Highlander school is helping remake the South. 
• <*■•;<■- :'V*'_ ..-'.- - .'■<; quiet, modest way. It has much to 
io. May ^ts. second Quarter see the fulfillment of the goals 
/ freedom arz just'ct *hot guide its modern pioneers." 

Modern oicnf"^? ot the anniversary seminar on "The 
".-■....■! S Th ■ ■■■* ■?■■■; *r...-j:f heard Negro and white leaders 
rom througnou* the South discuss the progress made in 
+"-• str-jrc'r r.' 1 ?*■>•- problem still confronting democracy 
••■ ?*>£ icL-ih ~iv.o hundred persons ottended the three-day 
.--■grop-. *>>r- •■■•■■ '-'',c by talks by the Rev. Martin Luther 
»ing and Aubrey Williams, both of Montgomery, Alabama. 

Intensive workshop discussion led by leaders of the 

Migration movement gave the anniversary participants a 

.-"'•■:'— . ' l t :.._y'jgct;on problem in the South as 

e! as a review o' ; High lender's post twenty- five years of 

:* -'ce. 



Leod*"-s t 

r i j j it:f ii !i; 



thr 



<J;, ' r,! ' f ' ; ^ read like a roll coll of persons 

>nf c :'"itinn struggle. Included were Dr. 

..w ».^ „. , nurnpton Institute; Mr. Alan McSwoin, 

r^tor f Tennessee, Mrs Rosa Parks, Montgomery, Ato- 

■;~t-:arri Bishcr D Ward Nichols, Jacksonville, Florida. 

1 -■' ^ ""'i -ip'- j-., Dean of the Rockefeller Memorial 

- je«?i, \ -i-^e-s't', s' Chicago, was the seminor chairman. 

e ** Movie 

The theme cf *he anniversary celebrotion wos perhaps 
st summarized by a new Highlander movie premiered 



during the Labor Day week-end. The movie, showing Negro 
ond white people teaming and working together ot High- 
lander, concluded with the lote Zilphia Horton singing 
"We Will Overcome." 

The spirit of the celebrotion wos phrased by one of 
the participants: "One hos to live, «ot, ond folk with both 
Negro ond whites to tee how the whole problem boils down 
to the simple problem of how to treot another person like 
o human being; not like o thing or object for one's private 
use or need." 

There was time for fun and entertainment during the 
Labor Day week-end as Ralph Teffeteller called square 
donees ond as Pete Seeger ployed the guitor ond led group 
singing. 

Participants at the seminar not only shared their 
knowledge but pledged $2,500 in financiol support to the 
school. With Highlander's federal tax status still undeci- 
ded the monies pledged at the program will be o material 
contribution to continuation of Highlander's program. 

The tox-ruting continues to hold up needed funds from 
foundations which ore able to give only to tox-free institu- 
tions, but Highlander's program of education for integra- 
tion gained renewed vigor from its 25th anniversary pro- 
gram. 



FIVE WORKSHOPS ATTRACT 217 LEADERS 




WORKSHOP IN PROGRESS 

While the Labor Day seminor wos the climax to the 
school's expanded program, more than 200 porticiponts 
in the five workshops this yeor illustrated the sense of 
urgency held by Southern whites ond Negro people to keep 
working for integration. More work in North Carolina and 
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in Florida and more workshops in 1958/ advocated by 
alt leoders attending. V 

January and February workshops hod approximately 
fifty participants from North ond South Carolina, Florida 
and Tennessee. 

The school focused its attention on the college stu- 
dents during March os thirty-six students from the Univer- 
sity of Ohio, Georgia Tech, Emory, Tuskegee, Fisk, Anti- 
och, Putney Graduate School ond Bard attended and 
turned the spotlight on prejudice. 

During April the school opened its doors to informal 
groups of three and six as guests from Philadelphia, New 
York City and Copenhagen, Denmark, enjoyed the cosual 
atmosphere of the school The Executive Council also met 
during the month, rounding out a full program for the 
staff. 

A number of teachers attended the June and July 

workshops and students from seven Southern states gove 
a thorough airing to the problems of Negroes' registering 
ond voting in the South. 

As director of workshops, Mrs. Septimo P. Clark mode 
extended trips during much of the fall ond winter of 1956- 
1957 into the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia ond Tennessee Mrs. Clark has been re- 
eenriy nomso director of Education at Highlander. (See 
cover). 

As reported briefly in the lost annual report, members 
of the Highlander staff worked out a progrom of guidance 
and assistance to the Negro children at Clinton, Tennessee. 
A series of morale-boosting parties ond special-subject 
tutoring helped smooth the turmoil in Clinton. The Clinton 
program, continuing this year, was highlighted when Bobby 
Cain become the first Neg^o in the South to graduate 
{ :-rr. n=- ■r'-c.jrr'Sod public high school. 

New Books 

Dura.g the summer, George Clifton Edwards of Dallas, 
Texcii, dor-afed on invaluable life-time collection of books 
primarily or. the South to the Highlander library. 

The Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., has produced a moving picture, "The Face 
of the South," which George Mitchell, former chairman of 
the Highlander Executive Council, originoted at High- 
lander. 

INTEGRATED YOUTH CAMP 
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In addition to the other activities, *Comp Koinonio- 
W;«h'er*:-r v T i*h an interracial staff of eleven adults and 
: ■■■*., K-. ...^ . ;2 mpers from 12 states explored the mountain 
top durir.g the latter part of June and early July. 




The Community program continued apace with High- 
lander facilities used regularly all year fey the 4-H club 
ond the lake used for swimming and fishing by many of 
our neighbors. 

HIGHLANDER IN THE FIELD 

The leadership training program in the field continued 
to move forward in Johns Island, South Carolina ond 
Sevier County, Tenn. Shortly after the group at Johns 
Island finished remodeling their building a co-operative 
store was established and 37 people enrolled in the night 
school to learn to read and to write in preparation for 
qualifying to vote. In Sevier County, Tennessee, a series of 
residential week-end schools developed leodership for a 
number of rural communities. 

Myles Horton took time out from the school's busy 
workshop schedule to address the 43rd annual meeting of 
the Notional Conference of Catholic Charities in Konsas 
City, in September. 

Earlier in the yeor, Mr. Horton represented the Adult 
Education Association of the United States at the Ameri- 
can-European Conference on Residential Adult Education 
in Bergen, Hollond. 

FINANCIAL PICTURE 

In response to letters regarding the loss of tax exemp- 
tion, Highlander has received almost twice as mony indi- 
vidual contributions as last year. With this encouragement 
the staff has moved forward with plans for a second 25 
years with renewed energy and with confidence. The 
school is not only gratified with the responses from many 
friends, some of whom have doubled their contributions, 
but is also pleased with the efforts of committees through- 
out the country to raise funds. The New York Committee 
is carrying on a fund-raising campaign by letter-writing. 

At the Labor Day celebrotion delegates from every 
Southern state, many poor, some unemployed because of 
the brave stand they hove taken, voted to make monthly 
pledges to keep Highlander operating. The friends of 
Highlander in Chicago have responded by a national com- 
poign for what is being called the Guarantor* Fund. They 
propose to enlist 200 people who will pledge a minimum 
of $10 o month for the next 12 months. This will provide 
a minimum operating budget, a floor, of $2,000 a month. 
Larger and smaller gifts beyond this will enable High- 
lander to conduct additional workshops and do more ex- 
tension work in the field. 

Contributors will be mailed a Guarantor card supplied 
by Mrs. Emily Woldman, 1329 East 50th St., Chicago 15. 
Funds will be deposited in a Highlonder account in o 
Chicago bank and once eoch month on authorized High- 
londer agent will drow o check remitting to the School the 
omount of pledges collected for that month. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT SUMMARY 

"Highlander Folk School ended the fiscal year 
September 30, 1957 with an operating fund deficit 
of $9,193.86. Receipts for the yeor were $39,482.95 
ond expenses for the year were $71,273.94 {includ- 
ing $6,512.75 provision for depreciation)." 

(signed) HARRY V. HERRELL 
Certified Public Accountant 

Financial statement was prepared by Harry V. 
Herrell, CPA, Knoxvitle, Tennessee and o detailed 
copy of same will be mailed on request. 



TAX EXEMPTION REVOKED 

in February the Internol Revenue Service without 
warning revoked its previous long-standing ruling that con- 
tributions to Highlander were deductible for income-tax 
purposes on the basis that Highlander does not qualify os 
an educational organization for tax exempt purposes. The 
wwnti^ nf tox-exempt status is being protested and 
attorneys teel confident that after a review of Highlander's 
activities the Internal Revenue Service will restore the tax 
exempt status. 

This action on the part of the federal government hos 
encouraged anti-Highlander statements on the part of 
lenrp^ationist Governor hAoriin Griffin of Georgio, and on 
September 7 Senator James 0. Eastland of Mississippi, 
ithu btoteo, "I om in thorough agreement" with the 
n*erna! Revenue Service action making donations to 
.s, _' . ' .."f. School no longer deductible. 







ROGRAM SUMMARY 



-"rt'-'ong wcksnops on public school integration; \ College 
■•->•-,. some subject; 2 Executive Council meetings; 1 Highloncfer 
nsu ! tonts r.»eeting, 1 Pre-Christmos party for Clinton pupils; Visitor* 
i" A-itir h and Putney, Phi lode Iphia, New York, Copenhagen, Den- 



mark; Three-doy Seminar — "Tin Sewrh Thjakiee Abeee 1 ," Auqu* 30- 
September 2nd, participant* present from 21 states, over 200 leader*, 
Camp Koinonio-'Highlonder three weeks, June 24-Jury J 2; AduH pro- 
gram for illiterates and young people, Jonuory 8, February 27, 37 
otlended, Johns islond, S. C. 

Four residential week-end workshops in Sevier County, Tenn., 75 
attended eoch workshop; sponsored a tutoring school in Knoxville far 
Clinton Negro pupils; conference with people of Oak Ridge to provide 
help for the Negroes of Clinton inconvenienced by me dynamite 
blastings; worked with Negroes in Columbia, Tennessee, Ortondo, 
Florida ond Greensboro, N. C. 

Conferences Attended 

Notional Adult Education ossociotion meeting in Atlantic City, 
November 12-15, 1956; Alpha Koppo Alpha convention In AtJonto, 
Go., Dec. 26-31, 1956; South Carolina Sociol Workers Conference, Nov. 
1. 1956; Southern Conference Educotionot Fund, Atlonto, Go., Febru- 
ory 2-3, 1957; Southern Mountain Workers Conference, February 21- 
23, 1957; Council on Christian Foith ond Humon Relations; Economic 
Resource ond Development Committee of Southern Mountain workers 
in Berea, Kentucky, May 3, 1957; Phelps-Stokes Conference at Capo- 
hosic, Virginia, June 22-23, 1957; American-European Conference on 
Residential Adult Education, Holland, June 30-July 11, 1957; Notional 
Conference of Catholic Charities in Kansas City, Missouri, Sept. 14-18, 
1957. 

Publicity 

Articles about Highlander oppeoring in 1956-1957 — Ifieceeeeeet 
Cell, February, April; Seirthern *«triet, September; Carolina Tmmm, 
February, April, Macon Doily Tiw»et, September; Palmetto Leader, June; 
Atlanta Censtttntian, September; Chattanooga Ttetet, September; lir- 
eiinflh«m News, September; NasKville Tennesseen, September; Nctfevfll* 
•enntr, August, September; The Packing House Worker, September; 
New York Times, July; Chattanooga Free Press, September; Ada* 
Leadership, June. 

HIGHLANDER'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mrs. Helen Boss, Benedict College, Columbia, S. C; 
Mrs. Sarah Potton Boyle, Box 3183, University Station, 
Charlottesville, Va.; Dean B. R. Brazeal, Morehouse Col- 
lege, Atlanta, Go.; Mrs. Septima Clark, Highlander Folk 
School, Monteogle, Tenn.; Mrs. Harry Gerahon, 1590 
Harvard Road, N.E., Atlanta 6, Go.; t>r. Charles Gomillion, 
Dean, Tuskegee Institute, Ala.; Mrs. Grace Hamilton, 
Atlanta Unban League, 239 Auburn Ave., N.E., Atlanta, 
Go.; G. R. Hathaway, Secy-Treos., United Packinghouse 
Workers of America, 608 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5; Mr*. 
John Etto Hayes, 2519 Heimon St., Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. 
John Hope II, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.; Myles 
Horton, Highlander Folk School, Monteogle, Tenn.; Mr. 
Esau Jenkins, 244 Spring St., Charleston, S. C. 

Dr. Lewis Jones, Rural Life Council, Tuskegee Insti- 
tute, Ala.; Miss May Justus, Route 1, Tracy City, Tenn.; 
Mr. Stewart Meacham, Apt. 1704C, 453 Fronklin Roose- 
velt Dr., New York; Mrs. Rosa Parks, Holly Tree Inn, 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va.; Rev. Eugene Smothers, 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, Big Lick, Tenn.; Dr. P. A. 
Stephens, 1917 Citico Ave., Chattanooga; Jordan Stokes 
III, Attorney-at-Law, Sudekum Bldg., Noshville; Miss Lu- 
cille Thornburgh, Associate Editor, East Tennessee Labor 
News, 311 Morgan St,, Knoxville; Mrs. Arnetta Wallace, 
5120 So. Parkway, Chicogo; Mr. Tom White, Sec, Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, Lexington, Tenn.; Aubrey 
Williams, Publisher, Southern Form %, Home, Montgomery 
1, Ala.; Charles Wilson, Tenn. Rep., Int'l Union of Mine 
Mill & Smelter Wkrs., P.O. Box 51, Columbia, Tennj 
Mrs. George Wolfe, 7901 Carroll Ave., Takoma Pork 12, 
Md.; Professor J. E. Pierce, Alabama Stote College, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 
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Former Special Agent 

. advised ___ , 

on 12/16/57 that on 12/14/57 he received in the 

mail unsolicited a copy of the following publication: 
"Highlander Folk School." 

The paper, published by thei$€orgla Commission on 
Education, 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter Street, 
Atlanta 3, Ga., consists of four pages and lists the Communist 
affiliations of persons in attendance at the Labor Day Weekend 
1957 Seminar at Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Term. Pages 
3 and 4 of the paper are devoted to pictures of the mixture of 
the races of persons in attendance at this school. 

The editorial comment mentions that in this issue 
readers have seen pictures of the leaders of every major race 
incident in the South from May 1954 until the time of the Labor \ 
Day 1957 meeting of the Communist Training School, Highlander 
Polk School, Monteagle, Term. It was also mentioned that names *** 
of the national figures are easily identified with their pictures \ 
and it is the intention of the publishers to identify all the ~* 
leaders and participants of this Communist Training School. 
Therefore, it would be appreciated if readers would identify 
any Individual they know in^ the photographs. The editorial is 
signed Governor MARVIJiififtlFS'IN with Executive Secretary listed 
as T. TJ<WTXLIAMS, jg7, 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter 
Street, " S.W., Atlanta, Ga..._ 
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request, fie ad3ed he wished to make 
the paper was unsolicited and he does 
obtained his name and address. 



\J^J£) - Bureau (65-7511 .) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
I 2 - Atlanta (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - Knnxville (info) (61-12) 

2 - Riiladelphia 



does not intend to reply to the above 
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On 12/20/57 , former SA MNlHNfrmade available 
u to SA dMHPa copy of the "High3aider Folk School" which 
he received unsolicited in the mail. 

Inasmuch as these papers were received by two former 
Special Agents, the possibility exists that former agents are 
being canvassed regarding their knowledge of CP subjects in an 
effort to publicize and identify individuals pictured in above- 
mentioned publication. 

Inasmuch as this publication is apparently receiving 
nation-wide distribution, this copy is being retained in the 
Philadelphia Office. 

Atlanta is requested to advise if the extent of the 
distribution of this publication is known and if information 
reflecting the receipt of the publication by others in the 
Philadelphia area is desired. 
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Deleted under exemption* s) z_ with no segregable 

material available for release to von. 
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SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



SUBJECT 



<rrV: 



: ^^GHLANDEBu^EjQLILSCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 

is-c ~ 



Re Knoxville letter to Cincinnati dated 1/9/58. 
Cincinnati letter to Knoxville dated 1/13/58. 



Cincinnati by referenced letter furnished the following 
information to Knoxville: 

Attached is a mimeographed circular captioned "Official 
Statement of Policy, Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee," 
and what appears to be a copy of an article allegedly appearing 
in the "New York Times", Sunday, 12/22/57, concerning this school. 
These two items were furnished by mail to the Cincinnati Office 
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___^ said he believed this was probably circulated to all 

newspapers throughout the United States. 

In the future Cincinnati is requested to furnish information 
directly to the Bureau with a cc for Knoxville. 

4T- Bureau (Encl-2) (RM) 
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LEADERS DEFEND 
SC HOOL IN SO UTH 

Condemn Attacks on Adult 

Center— Deny It Seeks 

to Stir Racial Strife 
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By JOHN N. POPHAM 

SjweUi to Ofc« New York Timtt. 

MONTEAGLE, Tenn., Dec. 21 
—A statement "strongly con- 
demning" attacks on the High- 
lander Folk School as a "Com- 
munist-training school'' to stir 
racial strife in the South was 
made public today. 

Myles Horton, director of the 
school, released the statement 
over the signatures of Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dr. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr, Protestant theo- 
logian; Msgr. John O'Grady, Na- 
tional Conference of Catholic 
Charities, and Lloyd K. Garri- 
son, former Dean of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Law School. 

Highlander, situated on a 
Cumberland mountain plateau 
about equidistant from Nash- 
ville and Chattanooga, is a resi- 
dent center for adult education 
"to study and discuss challeng- 
ing social, educational and eco- 
nomic problems confronting in- 
dividuals . and communities in 
the South." 

Dr. King at Meeting 

The school, emphasizing labor 
organizational techniques, was 
ounded twenty-five years ago. 
|ts sessions are racially non- 
iscriminatory and from time 
o time it has come under at- 
k from protesting groups. 
ast Labor Day week-end, 
Highlander conducted a twenty- 
fifth anniversary seminar at 
which participants discussed 
"the implications of integration 
for such groups as churches, 
schools and trade unions." 

Among those attending were 
Dr. Alonzo G. Moron, president 
of Hampton Institute; Charles; 





Gomillion, dean of students at 
Tuskegee Institute; Rev. David 
H. Brooks of Tallahassee, Fla.; 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Negro clergyman who directed 
the Montgomery (Ala.) bus 
boycott and Dr. John Hope 2d, 
a professor at Fisk University. 

In October, the Georgia Edu- 
cation Commission, headed by 
Gov. Marvin Griffin, charged 
that the Labor Day seminar had 
constituted a "Communist-train- 
ing school" to promote "meth- 
ods and tactics for precipitat- 
ing racial disturbances." 

The commission said that it 
had sent an* "agent" to "in- 
filtrate" the seminar. Commis- 
sion officials held that "there 
assembled at Highlander were 
the leaders of every major race: 
incident m the South" since the I 
Supreme Court decision outlaw- \ 



Ing public school segregation 
statutes. 

The commission was also told 
that a number of persons ac- 
cused by Attorney General Eu- 
gene Cook of having Commu- 
nist sympathies and affaiationa 
had attended the seminar. 

The statement released by 
Mr. Horton noted that ■ four- 
page pamphlet, bearing the im- 
print of the Georgia Education 
Commission, was "now being 
distributed" and that It at- 
tacked the Highlander School 
as communistic. The statement 
charged that 250,000 copies of 
the pamphlet were being cir- 
culated. 

Action Is Criticized 

The statement quoted Mr. 
Horton as declaring that "High- 
lander did not and does not 
welcome enrollment of anyone 
with a totalitarian philosophy 
whether from the extreme right 
or the extreme left; nothing butj 
more trouble can come from 
the White Citizens Councils and 
the Communist party's infiltra- 
tion into groups seeking a demo- 
cratic solution to our problems 
since both are morally bank- 
rupt." The statement went on'. 

"The attempt of the Georgia 
Governor's commission to draw 
from the serious and fruitful 
deliberations of this gathering 
sustenance for the efforts of 
the Southern racists to equate 
desegregation with communism 
evokes our strong condemna- 
tion. 

"This kind of irresponsible 
demagoguery is obviously de- 
signed to intensify the diffi- 
culties confronting decent 
Southerners who might other- 
wise give leadership in the ad- 
justment necessary for the de- 
segregation which is inevitable." 

The statement also held that 
it was "morally indefensible" to 
distribute material damaging to 
the reputation of those attend- 
ing the Labor Day seminar. It 
urged that "the vast majority of 
Americans irrespective of geo- 
graphical location join us rather 
than Governor Griffin in sub- 
scribing to Highlander's poli- 
cies of equal opportunity." 
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
Monteagle, Tennessee 



We reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and 
freedom to all} in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing human relations 
from the smallest community organization to international structure} and permeatir 
all economic, social and political activities. 

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education and 
health} to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the community 
and to equal access to public services. 

We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full voice in 
industry through unions } or farmers are given a voice in the market place through 
cooperatives; or when freedom of thought and discussion is limited} that democracy 
is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination and segregation} that there must 
be diversity of approach but each step must be in conformity with the goal, which 
is dishonored by each undemocratic act. 
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With a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that 
gets in the way, whether it be totalitarian communism, or fascism 
or monopoly dominated capitalism, 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating 
leadership for democracy. Our services are available to labor, 
farm, community, religious, and civic organizations working toward 
a democratic goal. 

The nature of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 
of the students , 

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations will be in 
accordance with their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict with 
/^TNthe purposes of the School, A staff member will assist in planning and coordinate 
•'^^Qvall programs, 

v— The policies and programs of the School are wholly determined by an Executive 
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Council composed of the staff and recognized Southern leaders, 

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, 
ligations served by the School, foundations and tuition* 












The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive 
goal. An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles 
and traditions of the American people must be created. By 
broadening the scope of demooracy to include everyone, and 
deepening the c one e jt ^q. r yi o l uae |N ,ev,firy re lat i ons hip , the 
of democracy would 1 gr^^v-ast an^ r so determined that nothing 
undemocratic could tand in its'patEi" ~~ ' / /~?£~ / /—. 
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Mrs. Roosevelt Sends Check 



G.O.P. OF STATE 
PLAN BIG RALLY 
AT KNOXVILLE 

forty to Pick Condidates 
For U.S,, State Posts; 

• Kruesi Boomed 

Th* »e*t teporteet w»rtin t in 
^ ***•# 7"t»~ lootaa for T»«. 

r "" rn »*publi<ar* Wttfntsdar, 
**« 0*7 wlU •»•« in »*,, „;. 
**nu*» at XMx*Ua> V> *. m# „ n . 
Ad*!* fm UoJi*d ftutM Mfuior 
*o^nw •** r*ilrt*d ewrumuior,.' 
W-.fnd »i*i« ftmhir pUaj for ch f 

•Hi 01 Jis * m *s *"**> ■**»*« 

SH : , k ** d *'^ **<*•" f«J the 

WM u wv*'"» to put atronf men 

MMfffM."*!. * or to *** important 

«. ™ y ? lot * T of th« convection will/ 

fi&i^E. "H 1 ** ,°* CoB«f— from 
££?? ^£?" * hor * ^ known ** «,«/ 

.— T^Jk a no lea *p**it«r • ] 

r^W*™ "ttempted te brin* 

vLf w 2 rork - d0wn fcr th. ££ 

VMbto. but th« former «ndid«t. 

wi/rt that h# wc^ild b« un»M* to 
km New; y^ ^ cnxM »*£ 

»IG CJKOfe? TO GO 

fS A r««5* * roup of Hamilton 

Jfcs coawr.iien. A Republican 
«d*r *«jd Saturday fa, wJuJd a" 
o* «urp ri . M tt * j t „ t 50 Joci 
Jnden at* prw nt Wednesday 

-f i 3, ;' B « ^-'ttnoowm who may 
•tt«itf the muring mr f PtuI / 

£tiS;i 1, SyJ tr < V ht »»PubI/eM 
«*ttonal Advi»ory Committee* Toa* 
z*r vohjuon, member of the district 
Republican comm-ttee; HarrrC 
e»ro*ufn, chatrman of the HamiU 
*m C-^y W.IJki. aubT J«o», 

Horac. HuB^hri^ cb S irm*T^j 

^J*?* 11 - ? c ^*> publico 
rJL" n S-MWteuw*: John c. 

.-^•ipnii fosvtc^h jjyj ^ 

SSSr *^" € ! mus ' »^oun«d 
*«^r «*pi*«#rit»t»wt Short had 

wt« of tht invention. b££ 

wifr^/trf f * ttend « > *^- 

vention, uM. ht had invited Sn. 
{5-eatotiv. Johc j, JeD ^ d ^ 
KnojcwL*. to latroduo* Sbort Jan. 
SS,? *» ^^c? ha i 

•Hs* «va*«5Kon b** b^ao »iwu**d ^ - — 

iid^f.^trv^*^ *** jt *» if '\* '■ 5 f-*"-^ '■-■*' ' ,; — ' ■ — 
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tean W, X. Devia, Tu^rtll, of the 
state eommittee, will preside. 

Short represents the Seventh 
District In Missouri. He tu for- 
merly » college professor and Bap- 
ti»* n-i^'it^r He l» » ranking mem- 
ber of" the Military Affaire Com- 
mittee of the House, and was • 
candidate for the Republican vice- 
presidential nomination. Since Jan 
1, he bu spoken tor the perty in 
t3 etatea. 

Prominent Republicane mentioned 
for the gubernatorial nomination 
are Ralph Tedder, of Roekwood, 
known a* » fluent speaker; C N. 
Presler, of Cmd«n; Bail ay Welsh, 
of Memphis, and John C Gotna, 
of Chattanooga. Premier haa been 
mentioned for either the senatorial 
ro gubernatorial nomination, as have 
Tedder and Kay Jenkins, of Knox- 
villa 

HOOPER POR KRUESt 
The KJioxviUa Journal .yesterday 
q\:oie6 femur Gov. Bars Hooper, of 
Newport, ti saying that Mr. Krueai 
should be drafted for tha Senate, 
and that I>r. G. V. Dyar, of Nash- 
ville, Yenderbilt University pro- 
le«or, would b« a formidable- can- 
did et« for governor. 

,_„» - .jU," Hooper was 

quoted, "nam* Paul Kruesi or 
noma othar man equal to him for 
United State* senator, and you will 
aa« a raal race in Tenneasae in 
KovambaT.*' 

Attempt* may again ba mada to 
draft *li , Kru«»i at Knoxville, but 
St It b»'i-v?d h« will daclina to 
tfwr.i* his Li •♦rests to the Willkle 
^.*. .. .-■*.. » >■:. 11*1 feu J.'ashville 
about & we*i no. A Krue»i draft 
movcrnect cUrt*d in K ash villa, but 
tw.. *--. .,»..«.,.. .-, ,4 hs tf«tired 
«c 4«*cia uj eff-irv* to 'Aillkia. 
btM.fi.MAd (« U» wiUlUva potx 

r- -v ^.w -«,.,« •*»*, k^^ >M-B . 
**t*nt-» soenU»««d for lis J* powiUon. 
Ch*i--..r-Ri rxvs* announced eev 
*r>' •* -• **-• i * had named How 
mtH .* «v»h»t, of HunUvtUa, at- 
t— rr; -..■•■-: of th« Nineteenth 
< ; -"-u -» ■ r-»:..-i^ for tha Repub- 
lican Ucxet in tha coming cam- 
pe.gn. _**ker «-a«< tha party's nom- 
i.«* J-s. a,we.<-. - In the 3938 cam- 
pa 'gn.^ H* hu taken i leading 
S"-tr» "a .;'.9*» Re;-afcL'can affalra 
io^ the past several yean. 

Public (nvifed Today 
By M**r: ro 5coL»? Camp 

SifMy-eigbt Boy g-outg and lead- 
er* art aaaesibled it Camp Davis 
V" " V " '"•'-■■' *-<*." 1 i encampment 
Ahv"-« t- S »— : P *.*, teouta from 
^.....^.^ _>^^ui -frttaburg and 

^ Icb .*(■- .it* »re divided into 10 
patrol, ilerplng under 10 teparate 

. A ptlro; !ead?j ig in charge 
''■ •«'•' '*''■ -^ ' patrol move* a* 
a unu. ncrt oodot jj^ given to 
a\-,J S-a ur:> acr evement*. 

Ti. $»„:u. U invited to attend 
the carr.p ;,r*^r«m Sunday evening 
•t « o dock. \ . 

Th* nm -weVk will start Wednes- 

?*/'■ ^ ui U ^ c =" u desiring to at- 

■ ' -■■•■: ?^«-s;er at 

:**"■ ' ;< * '- » '-irth 

o e*i 

^o« Wcjt*. nlnhture airplane eac- 

P*-'- " :; " ' l ^»»r tamp here 
nart it«t for olctmr aeouta. PI tan 
ii*n.r\Mr a* ftooz w poaathla. 






* Freaeooe of » man namel Ooafhe 
at tha Highlander folk School, from 
New York City, paid by « check 
from the Hew Terk City treasurer. 

created something of a stir about the 
"liberal" institution near Mont- 
aagle, according to information 
reaching The Newa-Tree Preee last 
night 

The faclmile-of th« ehack with 
which Mrs. Ileanor Rooeavelt wife 
of the President, paid for « echolar- 
ship to ba given by the school, was 
brought in by the same informant 
a reliable eltiien of Tracy City. 

Last Sunday's Newe-Free P 
presented an exclusive story of the 
disowning of Polk School eupport 
by Representative Estea Kefaurer. 
The letter from a Tracy City citizen 
which brought the answer from tha 
congressman read as follows: 

Jul 7 », 1M0. 
Hon. Estea Kefauver, Member of 

Congress. 
Washington, X>. C 
Dear Mr. Kefaueert 

I have noticed with eonsidereble 
concern the fact that you aea m to 
bav« received considerable support 
either solicited or unsolicited, from 
the Highlander polk School et 
Monteagle, Tenn. We, locally, feel 
that this ©TganiMtion i§ definitely 
of the fifth column type, and their 



action and retards lead u» to believe 
that the7«are closely allied wtth the 
Commtsniat etganiaetios. V-f 

While I understand that you wnst 
be aympethetic to the people aa 
whole, I feel that you, aa a etatca- 
man, are wholly bb favor ef 
American daanooretie term ef 
eminent end having been to. eloae 
contact with thla Highlander Polk 
School since Its organisation, X defl 
nltely know that they are not 
friendly to our form of government 

This matter is brought to your 
attention through friendship for 
you and my loyalty to our form of 
government and trust that on your 
next visit to our locality you will 
make e special point of doing some 
personal investigation of this outfit 
before you become definitely allied 
with them, or in lending your in- 
fluence towarda furthering their 
movement 

May I take this opportunity of 
thanking you for your interest In 
securing tha replacement of taxes 
which were seemingly tost through 
the TVA. 

Some toll bridge attendantg now 
use paper bags to, prevent a shock 

of static electricity. Motorists are 
ask to drop their toll payment into 
the beg, the paper serving as insula- 
tion against tha shock. 



IN AREA SUHDM j 

No Relief From Tor 
Weather Expect*^ 
High of 85 Loomi 



Only a few showers, aayt 
weatherman — making no 
that there will be enough n 
chase away the beet wave 
nearly a month eldj. . 

The official forecast tails 
partly cloudy wtathar with a 
local showers today. There win ] 
little change to temperature, 
an expected high of IS degree^ 
thereabouts this afternoon.. 

August continues to be 
hot with each day so far 
well above normal High 
through Saturday was 
Aug. 1; when the mercury 
to 96 degrees. So far, six out i 
10 days had temperatures 
nineties. Low for the moo 
M degrees, recorded on the 

Only one day has had a 
able amount of rain through 
day noon, with a total of LOS 
recorded Aug. ?. 



Red Cross Shows How NOT to Attempt Rescue of 




5 Itfe MriS £™^!? i"™* J"' frie . nds ""• P° wer l«" to *ld him. The/ to 
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Q.E.O. ,': i t." ■«■ :*-.•-: 

It m our intention to five no further 
publicity to the Highlander Folk School'! 
anniversary ^celebration Sunday. The le«» 
written about this breeder of discord and 
class hatred, the better. We cannot refrain, 
however, from callinf attention to the 
aainlne keynote addreae of I>r. Alva W. 
Taylor with its thinly veiled invitation for 
Strife in the South. Yet, this meeting waa 
called In the interest, allegedly, of unity for 
victoryl We digress from our intended 
alienee merely to remark that the meeting 
Justified the criticism we made of It in ad- 
vance. The beet contribution the Folk School ^ ^^^ gi 
could make to victory and to the aouth plains, N. 
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right now would be to euepend for the dura- 
tion and let its faculty and agitatori find 
placee somewhere in the service of the 

country. " " " " . ' V* " -" ' " "■" -- " 
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The meeting took ?>lace la mm ,- 
dining room of the Ross Hotel And " 
Mrs. Roosevelt eat next to Mylc* /'. 
Horjon, who is.himsdf a director 0* 
the school" in the Tennessee moun- 
tains out from Monteagle,! that las* ' 
aroused * the Jre^*nd a tt enti on . <& ^ * :;. 
Martin Xhas. - •.' *'r- ! ■•% »'-► "?"*"» Jr-V*? ?' 

There .were about ^0 repraseoia- , . ■' 

Uves-i of .:the r «cbo61. present ^They v%- '-,--, 
had traveled by automobile -to * ' ' • 
Chattanooga, bringing their "taaA" -+\ w u . 
with them — sandwiches and wpples, 
the latter .grown on their mountain "r^/H' 
topv and were served coffee by .the **- .: 
j hotels •/••••, > ■*-..* ;■'.-■■ .\i.v •;- „»;:,•;■ " 
1 5his^ group _"had been ^ttradad ... 
.here, by the second Southern Con- Ti ... : 
I ferenee for ^iuinan' Weliare' now in ' ; 
■ session 'at the Memorial" 'Audi-'^.r'./--, 
tdriunv' and 'many; conference ^of-' * ' - 
fidals fat In On the ^folk iehooT • ' .^ ' v * 
dtaneti--- /••«" r* ,.* ■ rv ' j '•^■'"" , *"-t 

The •*Hlghlaoder»* i wtre -engaged - .^i Iv *- 
in mass singing when Mrs. Roose*" • 
velt came in with. I>iv Franks Pr > /-- - . >:, 
Graham/ president, Universtty ^f », ■ ^ -i - t-V 
Ncs-th Carolina, .*ad chairman I-4C y--.- > ?. 
of the conlerence,' with oihe- rank- >, •*-'•_**■ 
ing officials. They kept on singing ^ "'"; / *' 
—"We shall not be moved. Justliks* " '„/»' , 
•^J a tree."~«ttractive Mr^MylesBoc< '*.y s '- x 
*« f^T. t^ 1 conducting with graceful '.arm '.'.'>". 
•-'Vi^'-* movements— "We shatt -not- -Vt i *^.»*" 
moved— we're fighting f of our ebil*. : .*•_' 
dren-=-we shall not be moved/* - -** f- «? • ." 

And then there was a calm- MyW .'«■:•'. 
Horton sat -pn one . aide <& . Mrs* < ■' ' '■> 
Boosevelt He smiled from ear to v , > 
ear,. Myles Horton has attracted -^-.^ 
well known national figures to hit 
school, but he was smiling over 
one of his greatest dreams, -a dream \.' •' ": 
that Mrs. Roosevelt some day araild^ >Jv*>j* - 

** ! <CanttanM en. Fage g, CMnaan'f) A * * &t y 

• ' — . » -. ' *f« . ^ V »■- 
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2 Children ^se IJvc^ ;^ 
When Farn jvbu'sfe Burns' *f 

STANT>ORD, K J April IB <AP)# 
—Two children »I*'Mr. and* Mrs. 
Charles Warren 
yesterday Jn a liW that 
their home in tbe'paeVf 
cinity, - while the parents « *era ^ 
working Jn»*. field soma distapeft.^ 
away, -;*.-.-..■- ■ -■.*;;'.•,■"-• 



and* Mrs. 4 - 
to death 

[destroyed. • •* 
Creak ivV :v 











tTj. •*■.,***'£ ■•'■a 1 ** 
4an Black Be* fleet hf* ■****•* 



maneuver*. Tht .radio add ed »J* - 
-the Black Sea fleet * «« » *■}• 
•f fall prepared™ nd the e*m 
«f the Reviet eeiUrs ha* 
• aew peak." y 
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FOLK SCHOOL 
DRAWSJPRAJSE 

(CeotiMed f»» ^« t *>.. 

to laooteagle. And he 

seeing the fulfillment of the am 
tSnTto !t *• ww eddreestog^a 

£Si of np«i«itrtnita« toi* 
tactttaOen. ••* ■ ■'? ■' 1 - '■'■• 

be* ww** 
, I* *•?»•*»*. 

Ware** , ■_ , 

•tb* «rwut» Wan be*. *»• .* . _ 
DomtaSSi. wbo * lf«Jit «JV 
MmM by enamia* *l «*• aebool. 
wither! quietly emo**fJ ■•*£ 
Th. apple cores *»d sandwich il» 
main* had not been reawt^ from 

th. lunch P«P«" * h *L£f^S 
the table, but Mr*. BooeeveU didnt 

m« theae. ... , .*, ....--" 

-It fives me great pleasure to 
be here," Mid the **«Jf%« 
the Land. ... "1 have been trying 
£ £d o«t what the Hinder 
TolkBchool ia. . : . I am much inter- 
ested in wb*t you ««***« to A £ 
for it is a much needed work- AM 
it li a great thing to go back home 
id try to educate the people in the 
rural mountain aectiona. - • • »" 
SV7 assumed a heavy reeponslbil- 
Sy and the taak of a much needed 

} °Mra RoowveK "'wj'**, *• 
;couldn-t atay but a minute, but, tol 
Wing ber estebli^ed custom -toe 
agreed to anawer questions, ftating 
Til Just have time lor two. - . 

Someone aaked herein!™ "bout 
the Deed for worker.* education 
schools. Mr*. Boo«velt responded 
Sfahe had been interested for a 

long time in thk ""£?*£££ 
«reat de*l *more ainee Heroen 
Smith, director of the workers-edu- 
cation service of the WPA became 
interested In thla work. .-- -.■:»■ - 
*T^5nk workers' education la of 
treat value, and almost a »«*■»- 
E? ahe said, strongly emphasising 
the importance of eelling communi- 
Ka^rthe idea "A great deal of 
tact is required.", fa: •Jj^ n «*3 
programs, aba eaW. She rtre»ed 
the point that such program* were 
« groat value ^ toe employer as 
weU as the worker, in that toe em- 
ployer received greet** returns in 
educated worker*. - v. ■._*■_ ,._ 
Mrs. Booeevelt found to«t «he 
didpt have time^or Mother ques 
Son as the hour was at hand for 
w«T «^w»i at the Memorial Audi- 

for Hurnan ^ clfatf, : -»> ^;" * 

thefull «tary wouMbe *****&» 
, long ** possible to order -to confuse 

FT£I&ZZ *eeVa*^e| 

to this morning who commsnoea 

■•• a»^S' ■■*•■**• *-■' 
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FOLK SCHOOL 
FIGHT STYMIED 

Head of Highlander In- 
stitution 'Confers W»w 
■ '" Gov. Cooper '•;•;• 

tbacy . crry, .^ *£„£ 

wtroi —The wmpaiP 1 ^ "t »L« 

*on, Tracy c "*^?rrri»ttl **«»*"- 
wen to ^JJ!^?- compM^tivt, 

ln * cti . vit7 .SXSrn ScUli erf 
Tuesday » l « h VS e ^!Sl2ed* e** 4 * 
the -Crus.de**, *£$** Sool. 

ST eoW with Gov. ■ JJ*^ 

' SSSSbsss 

Siooi irw* unpatriotic «na 
Tr* — ««»p«i«dneei. . 
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3rundy Official Says 
<ing Letter Absurd, 
Figures Misleading 

F 11 Its Says 'Rotten Propaganda Probably 

Originated' in Highlander Folk 

School, Whence King Comes 

Present* of a number 
the Southern Conferroce 
•oroely the following from 

o :_. ' '". '.■ C*>untY. 
Dillard King, of Monteagle, 
Press in which King, attacked 
defending Grundy County. 

Mr. King pictured Grundy __ 
desolation and Mr. Fults resents vigorously the criticism ox 
-is home section, saying that '"probably all this rotten propa- 
ganda ori£ ; Ji3ted M in Highlan der Folk School, whence comes 
Mr. King. *" 



what about the other i,650, I will 
uk him who mine* all the coal, 
and dee* the farming over the coun 
ty? The Palmer mine alone fur- 
nishes employment for oyer 400 
men, to aay nothing of the mines in 
other parti of the county, and the 
truckmen who haul thousand* of 
truck load* of coal to other counties 
leu fortunate man we 

U.ftM PEOPLE — m CABS 
Mr. King mention* the deplorable 
condition of the homes throughout 
the county, and especially along the 
highway between Monteagle and 
Beershebe Springs, but he fail* to 
mention the tact that in driving 
over this 26 mile* of food highway 
he pastes two Grundy Coast? 
huik*. both in a sound, thrifty eon- 
dition, the assets of one of which 



richest county in Oat state, but I 
do say it is not the f*orest We 
have a number of people on re- 
lief, and I am not advocating taking 
a single person off the relief roll* 
a* I realize mere would be consid- 
erable suffering if it was not for 
the relief In thi* county, but every- 
one knows this is true for moat ev- 
ery other county in the state, and 
e^wry state In the union. 

I have heard It hinted that if 
I am * candidate again for an of- 
fice in this county I would lose a 
large number of votes as a result 
of the stand I have taken in defend- 
ing Grundy County. J am glad to 
live in the land at the tree and the 

hone of ttH 
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to TIM Ck*rt«»<wf* W*»*-fr** ft***: 

v , . ^„ v ?# k*«. ; called to 

as ertirfc which appeared in a re- 
._. -j {,«■* ~* *v- vewn-Tree Press, 
D/JS.-C Xing, of Mont- 
's.- er to an article written 
f.-> ■». ^.ks ago regard- 
:« :.-. 1!-undy County. 
■.■b. C't not know Mr, 
h to 3&y he is affiliated 
*-:„- y,« w i^ '->-(..■■ er Folk School 
ntn Me-"' eagle. -**hich ha* recent- 
\ f tft.... ^ -it. :*.-■» ligation for its 
alleged Communistic activities, and 
frorr; which probably all this rotten 
propaganda originated. 

It is bad enough when outsiders 
v .. ^ v. ■ •- ,._. >,_•♦ w>,»t<. it comes 

to on* of oat own clUrerj trying to 



vr.ticc h> 
cat's, in a/ 

c-j Luyt f - 



King, 



would like for us to believe. Ilbad sTh* would have us beUev* 
would like for him to tell us howl ^^ ^>e»o«t be pack op M* b* 
these "starving people" of Grundy I \ nr ^ g^g . snd tak e off for BmssUT 



* Edver'.i-e 
«4f 'wirW ••! 




wr awn county to the 
« cewpooi of disease, 

►•- r'Hivn: jn, it is beyond 

*■:-''— 'tand. I am 

- r a-t» «J mf to look over 

fc.j^.anc* oi Grundy 

if\.v' *,.";;;- **OP2 so doing 

«e 



/f: ^•tsii%r* ,ia 

--a*- a: i*:* 8 f «>r Gru^j 



haven't had a single death from 
typhoid, scarlet fever, or smallpox 
in this county for the past four 
year*, while the rate for the state 
was 3.8 for typhoid and 0J for 
scarlet fever, during 193*. 

Mr. King should see the health 
parade of the 1.400 grammar school 
children who have passed every 
health test of our efficient health 
department and pronounced in per- 
fect health, and given blue ribbons. 

ABSURDITIES EXPOSED 

Mr. King asked the very absurd 
question of why all the coal mined 
in this county i* not bought by 
Grundy County people, and why It 
has to be shipped out of the county 
k> be sold. If all the coal mined in 
Grundy County in one year was 
equally di*tributed, every family in 
the county would get approximately 
seven carload* <over 200 ton*) of 
coal I will ask Mr. King what on 
earth any family would want with 
seven carload* of coal? 

Mr. King tells as sawmill* of the 

county only furnish a living for 

j to know 



County paid into the county court 
clerk's office last month over $5,000 
in cash for number plates for these 
cars and trucks. 

Mr. King refers to the farms of 
thi* county as rock piles and bluff*. 
I wonder if he has ever been in 
Pelham Valley, Paynes, "Burrows, 
Fults, Hubbard* and Northcut* 
Coves, j» on Collin* River when 
crops are growing on these "rock 
piles" ' 

I wonder If be know* that the 
farm *f Ernest StampfU, ef 
Gmetli, was pronounced the best 
track farm to the state ef Ten- 
nessee by the Department ef Ag- 
riculture- I alee wander If he 
knows that ».«• poands of cab- 
bage baa been grown en **»• 
men near Altamont and were aeld 
fee $5W and that $1*5 worth ef 
strawberries were sold from one 
acre of new ground last year, 
X would like for Mr. King todri 
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)Ut 50 people and 
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out the Palmer Road ^.^ 
snd see the new bnfLgOi 
along the highway./ *■ ^* J 
to visit the farm 
Mr. Stoker and a 
they took like 
Now I am nob 
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i tw U2«ir^ /1 wr lor ,tbe 4**tiM -worker* 

Meal* were served to ths m*i*i 

es»embly room, which contained a 






table Urge enough t* faed the 18 
to 25 students who attend the reg- 
ular courses. 
STUDENTS FROM C. t, 0. 

These student* repre*ent C. L O 

union* la the variou* parte of the 

South, and attend a regular six- 

, weeki' course. At the last session, 

4> just ended, la student* were pres- 
. \ ent. AD of them are expected to 
' return to their organization* and 
' localities to spread the doctrine 
*, taught at Highlander and to be- 
, come active as organizer*. 
* Classes, In the most part, are 
held In this large assembly room 
" as moit of the student* are taking 

(the *ame course*. The expense* 
of the student average* about $100 
and either he or bis union must 
pay. There are a few scholarship* 
1 available at the school. 

According to Horton and others. 

H the Highlander School wa* started 

l about 20 years ago a* a cooper- 

*| atlve project for the Summerfield 
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Community In Grundy County, 
near where It is located. 
Dr. Lillian Johnson, a teacher at 
r TV«* T«"» «****• State Teach- 
ers' College, built lb* school la an 
attempt to provide the mesns for 
bettering condition* for the com- 
munity resident*. 
SHARES SOLO AT |S 

1 wa* told by A If Kilgore, who 
fnrrn* the W acre* belonging to 
the Highlander School and who 
mi a member of Dr. Johnson's 
»;. ifcrr.pt, 1M1 shares In ths project 
were sold to Grundy County resi- 
dent* at S5 aacb. 

"She bad travelled in Europe 
and wanted u* to set a cooperative 
h*r* like they have la Denmark * 
Kilgorc said. "H*r plan didn't 
work out and In a ft* years, she 
icava us «»ur mcoey back- However, 
jjr. Johnson stayed on and ■* v «~' 
years later became acquainted with 
Horton." ' ' 

Horton told me that be worked 
for. more than a year in Grundy 
County before he convelved tbe 
-dea for Highlander School. 

"I became friend* with as many 
Grundy County resident* a» I 
could so they wouldn't become aus- 
picious of mc, M he said. 

Xt was on July «. 1M* th » t tt * 
school was officially Incorporated 
under the laws of the state of 
TconcMe* ^ndsr those provisions 
of the statute* that provide for In- 
corporation of "Any literary or 
scientific undertaking a* a. college 
:4 or university, with powers to con- 
* ier degrees, en academy, uebsting 
'\ ♦„»i0tv. a lyceum, the establish- 
ment of * siui-ej-y. the support of 
a historical society, the organiza- 
tion and support of a battlefield 
association, tbe promotion of 
music, painting snd the fins arts; 
tbe aupport of board* of trade or 
chamber* of. commerce or other 
objerta of the Uke tutfurs."- 

The charter further read that: 
PURPOSES ClTEO, 

*The particular purpose* for 

wfcWb tbl* charter I* u "*** *£ 

. -J She sufipor. of the Highlander Folk 

\V\hfr*z\\r the education of adult 

' l ^worlift*.' J the training; of rural and 

•r }i««Uf*rtsl leaders and general ^aca- 

Hpi-ton, "Elizabeth H»«i, James 



je Carolina*. At the time of 
the tocorporsUoo . rt« »m *ctive 

in Tennessee. 

Horton, whose parent* before 
him havs studied to Tennessee, 
was educated at Cumberland Uni- 
versity at Lebanon, Tenn., and at 
the University, si' Chicago, < H* 
also studied in Denmark, from 
which country he said that he had 
devised the present system of co- 
operative farm organisation fa- 
vored by Highlander School 
THREATS RECALLED /•"'"• 

Horton told me that aeveral 
Umes since the school bad . been 
incorporated it had been threat- 
ened because of its so-called "left- 
ist" teachings. 

"We applied to the FERA tor 
money to purchase a cooperative 
farm," he said. The president of 
tbe Southern Industrial Council 
reported that we were Communist* 
and we were refused tbe grant we 
sought" 

He said that on another occasion 
a mountain boy. came to him and 
told him be bad been hired to kill 
him (Horton). The Highlander 
school placed floodlight* around 
ths building to prevent an Am- 
bush, Horton said. 

On another occasion the school 
leader reported the American Le- 
gion, then in session in Honteaglr, 
threatened to march on "lbs school. 
-We mounted guard, but they 
never did show up." Horton said. 

James Dombrowskl, another #1 
the incorporators, was absent from 
Highlander School during my wlsrtt 
there. 1 bad wanted to meet him, 
a* ] had heard of him on severs! 
occasion*. ' . x, 

ON FUNO CAMPAIGN 

He wa* to Hew York on leave 
<rf abaenee, aeeklng to r*i*e money 
for tbe aupport of tbe «*»**• *£ 
»*nt w*rS tbat »• would **▼• » 
enter a Hew fork boapitaJ because 
of acme tremble erttn IrU beck. . ,. 
Dorobrowski was 1 graduated from 
the Union Theological Seminary 
with the degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity in 1«1 and he received 
the Doctor of Philosophy ««f« 
from Columbia University In 1W7. 
He received the Bachelor of Phi- 
losophy degree from Emory Uni- 
versity in 1»3. Hs wa* ordained 
. minister at a Canadian confer- 
ence in 1«» but never held a pas- 
torate. • ■ ' 

According to the records, he ws* 
arrested to EU**beth.ton Tenn,. 
and spent 34 hour* in Jail follow- 
ing an address there before a law 
and order league. He ws* released 

on June IS, lW»- „ , 

On December 4, MM, h. wa* list- 
ad a* one of eeven parson* who 
were attacked when they accom- 
panied tb* R*v. Eliot Wbtt* on an 
expedition to distribute union Ufc- 
eratura to ftriklng employes of the 
Brooklyn office of ike New York 
Edison Company. Tbe Rev. Whit* 
later obbslned a wsxrent charging 
tbe eompaay foreman with com- 
manding the attaca npon his party- 
TROUBLE OVER POSTERS 

In 1932, DombrowaUl nad trouble 
with the United States customs of- 
ficials over some poster* showing 
activities of the Soviet Govern- 
ment such a* public hfalth work 



The transcript ahows that ssar- 
gar anade tb* toOowtot asentidto stf. 
ih* Highlan''. -«p: . ' - •* 

QUESTION! HOSEHTQrt .-. 

J. O'Connor Boberts, sewuirttt** 
counael, asked:* ^Whnt if any- 
thing Mr. Berger, did you learn a* 
to the »ubversiv« activities in Ten- 
nessee in connection with the WPA 
project*?*, i'i •• J'." - - '. 

Barger: -In the toittbtr* stotes 
that appear* to be at a minimum. 
About all *we found to indicate 
aubveraive activlUe* wa* ih0 *c- 
tJvHy cf the Worker* Alliance, 
which seemed to be rather slert 
down there to taking part to alt- 
down strikes on WPA project*. In 
the *a*tem part of the state to 
Bradley (CoL Harry 8. Berry, ttate 
WPA administrator, aaid Barger 
maant Grundy) County, there was 
toof trouble and they were rather 
helped out by an Institution known 
a* the Highlander Polk School, 
which was organised under the 
Tcnneaeee statute* providing for 
the incorporation «f educational 
tnstltsUon*. 

•yhe charter reeilee as en* cf 
tk* object* cf tbe tastltatioe the 
training cf rural and Industrial 
leader*. They got tb* credit ever 
there for having fomented ell-down 
strike*, but w* did not go into It. 
Tbe Incorporator* *f the High 
lender Folk School w*r» styles 
Horton. CliMbeth Hswa iHeweaV 
James Dombr*w»kl. Rupert Hamp- 
ton and M»'r*>lm Chlsholsa." 
NO WPA CONNECTION 

Robert*. "That does not have 
any connection with the WPA?" 

Barger: "No sir; It does cot" 

Repraaentativ* C*b»«a tfrcm 
HUaouri): "It w»* created ender 
the law* of Tenneea**?" - I ! 

Barger: "Yea sdr, I mentioned { 





*?»*« *0 B3 (L 



» Vnq* **Ujj0js5 tj; 
J f -so«sj*/noo ttjrejssa^. 



sdn-fuusav pmj tj:, 
pos ceessanaj, pm- 
*ornpo,n* *rf Je^tod 
[■ »r>jn*i *su»jnj,— «tjr<. 

-* — ■• ^astoiod c 
|O0> » *Xq cenraS *o. 
•*•#»*> SI-W « a» 
. . P« IPOC sSrpotnaK t 
■joslumop qarqei %una •^ 
*Ufi *« •« puejep oj a 
i %usmr*no ••■ssi » 
t £$ ■uei»*ian :V oi<t ■>•> 
*"»*llaOl^*s*A-PlH 
in pus esv^ *uo **nu 
*» ** poddns idoo Ba- 
sil loseuco tssmo a» 
' IrtW-tsrea e<n «j 
:a»one? n pCMcd* , 
•^•J*^ t»nea am wj 

'• *»TPs*j c*« •» dru. 
pes awiod awe *«** 
«»-ne |e a*oa* » an .. 
«* » ejtnanj) 4«Jt *u 
'I 1»0 -aTsIOA MMK 



** D, f 0J X * 
"witty nx*i 



w ssvt 



Ipembsakskl Rupert Hampton 



that simply in connection with Uw I 
qneation whether tb*ra war* *J»y \ 

autovaraiva eetlvttia*." ~ ..i__^. ^ 

Cifjinen: v*Ton "«*▼* *» TKrec 
evidence of "that,- 4o you?"' 

Barger: **Ho air, «*cept what 
understand." ■ m ■ 

In a later talk witif Horton I 
asked blm what hi* Ideals for his 
school were. He referred me to a 
book, "The Community School," 
publUhed by D- Appleton-Century 
Company, in which be had written 
a chapter on Highlander School. 
I read: 

"Social theories such a* . » • 
Communism . .'• Should be dis- 
cussed freely. Countries where this 
theory U being tried should be 
examined to ths light of demo- 
cratic ideal*. ' ■>->--■-.. 

-Capitalism s* we know It to 
Amerie* should be etudied at 
length, starting with the local situ- 
ation* A study should be made 
of poverty, insecurity, depression* 
and other such points. ■'• ■ 

The reasons behind the denial 
of the rl**bt of free speech to the 
minority group* such ss Commun 
i*t* should be discussed." 

I asked Horton what hs did with 
these ide»M. . 

•Well," b* said, "take for in- 
stance Grundy Ommty. It la poor, 
broken down— a failure. I am 
trying to work out my philosophy 
here- X want the school to help 
Grundy County." -, 
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Relisble furniture repair men, 
.action we. h^d up. the f«tosnslvsu ssn waps«» •!>••». *•«• " -J 



! '*. r -tf 



.ad tocUon was asu up, 

« *• ' J ':' ^ --v.'.* .*»*'■ 



^■';-*t- r *+?r.*\ ' 
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Dinner tim« at tha Highlander Folk School. L*ft to right *r* Miaa Jan* Lawaon, Miu Rotanne 
Walker, Mn A- F. Kflgoro, wifa ef th* achaef farm* r; Shirley Markov, pupil at th* nuraery athool; Mies 
..„ __.....*.*, Miaa Claudia Lewis, Miu |u Bran at* n, and Thomas Sh errs rd, visiter frem Brooklyn, 
N. Y. . . • . . *^ 




*«»V» « acena in tha muraery school operated by the Highlander Folk School at th* fumm*rfl*ld 
School near Monieaeje. Us* of the Summerfleld building I* a controversy at praaent, with the Grundy 
Ceuntjf board oppo*in fl . Th* child ran ara, laft te right, Silly Tata, Ethel Dy*r, Willi* Way Thomas, Shirley 
*'••!?■* B'My »n4 Carolyn King. Miaa Claudia .Lawi a, teacher, la shewn at tha comer of tha table, 

t , f — : -/ iC- 



Z Head Scys Capitalism 
Fails, Urges Communism Study 



— — — » ' ' ' ' — « 

(Continued Frem Fage Op*) 



sired. 1 considered his proposition and told him 1 would 
stay for a v,-hi!e. A • ■ -\ . . .-; .. . \\ ._ .; ' 

EusJnlL calIe ~ d Ml8S ka Brandon, whose job is to run the 
- .,-- "T 4 *& t^e school, and she assigned me to the 



rwe email ir— - ■*» 

. *■*»* tr^ j^r^i' a. Janata 
***emfel y re* m, which eoet&iaetf * 
** fc U Wrf* •souga »e f«*d th* IS 
*• * atwaosta wha attend oh* rag- 

- -" °"*-«n m ' 



\<V«««»tn Cfilshol .. 

*«*•• Ka«« at pr—apt a* aha ^ 

ff"^«£E.« : * ,, *^*" S »» wo«*7r. 
»* th* Carolina*, a* taw Uau of 

Uw toeorpcrwtaa a*. -,va* TTattvm 

te Ttineaaaa. - ^.^^ ^^ 



authoritl** took the atnnd they 
might be "aeditioua/* 

At tha earn* time aa Dombrow- 
ekl't collection wu held up, one 
belonging to Cerliaa Lament, rad- 
lcai eon of Thoma* W. Lemont, 
Jr, a J. P. Morgan partner, ale© 
we* aeiee'd by the official*. The 
Dcmbrowski collection wee re- 
leased in It day* and all but three 
of Lemonta were later released. 

Barry *. Barge r* investigator, 
brought th* name* of th* Incor- 
porator* of th* Highlander Folk 



ned m€ tO the porator* of th* Highlander Folk fa*** li i^JfejftJi^Sven In the 

— -. - fS; ■ > School fee*** the house epproprn*. Lpvalial * S *\*rT % \t to the 

m were Itrteo a* ticme 'committee investigating the moveme tf?V m " 



OF SCHOOL HEADS 

Fwy Utter* to Harlan, 
EBMbeth Hiwej ud 
* ' >;-Ckisholm-. 



- ■'■ ■ - ■.■' •* 

WASHZKOTOK, Oct U— (BpD- 
Tfce M*mm mt thrto *af free of the 
tocorperaiora «f th* Hi«bi*adet 
FMk Befcaoi mmr Moabaafle, Tean. 
hare heea broufbt before th* Die* 
eoe nmttta a ta * ml&or *my, * »*» 
ahowB h*W today. • 

7oha >. Fwy. yr*a!Aeat ** th* 
Metal ■trpdta Departtteot of th* 
America* raAerailas of Labor, re- 
ferred te KUxsheth BawM «nd to 
MjWj Bono*. . ■*-; 

They hav* been axtlr* la rad- 
teaJ work to the South mod * few 
r**» aa> ott*ad*d a aecret eon 
Teouoo to Jforth GaroUaa. at 
which ttm* alaaa were aaade for 
•preadlaf the revolutionary theorle* 
throughout the South." Frey aald 
la a prepared ataietnest aubmJlled 
to the Die* eommlUa*. 

In eeuaecuoa with thla,* he 
continued, «Ve ailfht menUoe that 
th« Hifhlaader Folk School at 
MonteafJe, Teaa, waa mixed up in 
«i* aeeret oonventios la which 
u *** thre* took a prominent part' 

Th* t hjrd peraon te. whom Frey 
refarra^-f-era, Altoa Lawrence 
Lawrence, however, waa act an to 
corporator of the ethffft L 

Barller; Frey aaid that "thear 
thr%* p«eple bar* been to the pa#t 
and prolfably now ■«, paid orran^ 
ixera fof the TextOt Worker* Or- 
fani*»t»n OommiU**,* 

Frey h a bttter anU-Communiem 
cry«*dej »od, a* a high A 9. of L 
official, d* ardently oppoaed to tie 
rWal C.I O. Th* Textile Worker* 
Orxanlxh*: Committee W a C 2. O 
affllia 

BAlcobi McDonald f Cbi»bolm, 
onotheHineorporator of th* High- 
lander School, was mentioned in 
the teafmony of Walter g. Steele, 
who apfcared before the Die* group 
for anjrganixatjon called the Na- 
tional fcpublic, and "at the apeclal 
requetthf the VeUrana of Foreirc 
Wan id the B. O. T. C Aaaocia 
tion oftbe United Statea." 

SteeJ identified Chiaholm aa a 
formeiirofeaaor at tht Highlander 
Folk fhool and a former Worka 
Progrej AdmJnlatratlon project 
Uluatrjor of cbUdren'* book* on 
the Nlr Reading* Material*. 

Stent aaid that Chiaholm iw 
on* ©yiW Work* Progreaa Ad- 
minletaton teacher* who volun- 
teeredtofight to the International 
BrlgadeSurtog the fipanlafa Civil 
Wax. Thwltneaa called th* Loyal- 
ty Armywith which the Interna 
tlonal &ada fought, the *ed 
Front Aiy" 

He aajthe acene of hi* tofor- 
mation srarding Chiaholm w*j 
taken fit a pamphlet leaned by 
tha Woi Progreaa Admlnlaira- 
tlon Te era Union Chapter of 
the Frle i of the Abraham Wo- 
eoln Bri e. 

Steele (tended that the Friends 
of th* . aham Ltocoto Brigade. 
an org« ation of ▼eteran* en 



tion* -committee investigating . *-•= —- -j, -. 

>rpai M i l m i iia ■> S aa H i iA r^- - ■* mm " -v* 3 . 

Th* tawaaeript ahow* -that Bar- 'Unite d 
arar mUi th* aaUowtear mention «f 
tha BJajtuendar groctp: v 

,9_. O^Coauyr atoharta. *aam»Jtt*. 
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ALL INFORMATW/V tONTAfNED 

HEREIN IS UN&SIFIED 

DATE^2/zl_BY^exa: " 

v . ■■■-*' . ^nsfc 

it. ^clo^^'^rSce^^ *' 19S8 ' *<■■ 

•• . • '•-'•• ■■--•.' ■• .'■.:••«■'•':*.;.....'. >-■ ■'•;:. ',:-;* : ',:- 

**-4~*i . ' •* uM l*ke to point out the FBI is 

Zvli™&»!!/!£ t ; gatheril1 ? W iwd does not .ake 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 

Al*J nt »£I l ^ f * n l iw »^idual or organiraliSn! ' 

•Mr* „«., JUiF* * ven J y° u *«cure additional data ft 
which you believe to be of interest to this Bur*™ 
you uy desire to coraronicate directly with thT * 
Special Agent in Charge of our ' b^ill! Offf!£ 

... ' •* * < 'A '.'■■.» ..•'...„, 

Sincerely yours, 
John Ed^ar HootfF ! 
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The correspondent enclosed a 4Vpage folder; 

Printed by the Georgia Commission on Education, Atlanta, 
eorgia, which related to the Labor-^Bay, U^ 5 ?* meeting 
held at the ^igh lander Folk Sc ho^ ^CTSK U Monte agle« 
Tennesse e. This folder has been, previously made ^— .;?*.. 
available to the Bureau and to your office. Also 
enclosed by the correspondent were eleven newspaper 
clippings pertaining to the HFS from "Nashville * - .;. 
Tennessean," the "Chattanooga News-Free Press" and 
from unidentified newspapers. These were all old ■. 
clippings and the ones containing dates were dated in 
1939 and 1940. All articles were of the same general 
nature in that they were critical of kHe school and 
alleged it taught communism. Correspondent criticizes 
the HFS and wants to know what can be done to get the '"^' 
FBI to investigate and close the school. 

The HFS is well known to your office. >' ■ 
Referenced Knoxville file 61-12. (61-7511) t ; T 

NOTE ON YELLOW :":' ... ■"■ ■":■■ /. • • ,. \.-V -■'"'- -- ;V ""■"'i''." . 

The HFS is supported primarily by donations from --.. 
individuals and labor unions in the form of payments for 
students attending its courses. It offers courses of 
instruction in labor organization, social economics and the 
general f i£ld of labor education* It has had CP members on 
its staff [and has followed the practice of welcoming communists 
as students. It has never offered coursesof instruction * 
in communism, however^ nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining 
control of the schoolTJ&Due to its interracial character, 1 
it has been the subject x>f numerous past allegations that it 
represents the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee. 
* ; "^\These allegations have never been substantiated. (61-7511-210) 
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Met With CommuhiSts? . m 
MeCrackia. Doeji^Knpw^ 

The Rev. Mauricc'McCncUn wid Monday be at- 
tended a Tennessee integration petting but he laid 
he doesn't know If any Cemmuniits were then. ,-' 

Peter Outcalw *epvblkma.- — rpr' 1 . * >j. ;-■ 
candidate for Council. Naya ae-!ainee *}e Wnt • member of any 



knowlrd*ed Camreunfat* •* 
tended the nwinri at H*h- 
lamkr Folk School Monte**te. 
Ttnneme*- 

Mr. Outcalt eitrf Um lod««mt 
u »n *rfum«nt for. * fropf«*<l 
ordinance which would forW 
Corr-rruin'-.tt iyrap«0»l«*rt from 
utint publicly iuoporttd 
buiidinf*. ••• -•• '-.'". i,. *; ../ 



-I stte«d<4 tk«t ■M»U«f," 
MI8 Mr. MrCr»ekJ«. M 4«1 
luww If **jr C#m»uBl«t« 
wm tk«r» or w*t II boj 
«r«r* tk«r«, lfc*J *i »I !«*• 

mi Um »»rtjr a»«- w ..,„.. 

Mr. McCr»ckm, \*c*or «f 
Wnt Ondnntti-St. B*rin»b*» 
Chareh. 1111 Dwl«i *tr« t . 
was »tkM U he fa » Dftnocr»t 
or Republican, and wai quick to 
trtgwer he fa wither.* 

Tfli a Chrt»tian f»>liowlnf th« 
dwrtrirn of paoee and pow* 
Yioimcr,- h« aald. 1 btionf to 
no political party." : : ■•.~Ss - *-1* 

}U r«fu»fd t aay If ha faa 
Communiat. 1 doal aay fm 
not a Oornxnuftift** be aatd- 1 
don't want ta to •■ Jfct . *- 
fenalve.- " '"■'■ ■ 

He added, aowrvar, thai 




poiUicil part>, ay impltcaUon 
the' atatement akw would aa- 
Clude the Oommunfat Parly. 

Mr ' McCrackln aaid the U- 
her Df»y meeUn« wat aofaJy lor , 
a diactaikio of the intrfratton; 
prob> rn. and that for thfa fta- 
m Ckjv. Mar\in Criffin. of 
GeoTf i, haa oppnaed the Ten- 
ncaaee achoeL *- k -» 

Aaied If he fa wDllag «a 

w • r h with CaanaMaalate 
the aajretiva «f to- 

trgra^iAB «a4 peare, Mr. Mr* 
;a aaM ha w*«M work 

artta fjWroiMtat*. "I WHtat 

la frW aMarlattoa," he aaid. J 
Mr. McCrackln withholda ■•, 
portion (of hit federal Inoacne j ajjev. JtALftUCC McCBACflUN. 
taxea eatch year as a protast] . ^.« he iaoaf aay 







f^Efr 



taxea eitch year aa a orotaati y ^ #J . A# woaf aay ..', .-V>»* : : 

acaJnat ihe miliUry oudl*t >- • V^yaetf?>f -^ J*^ - ft ^ "^C ^T?"' - *;■ 
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IntegrationJ^Com^M^ 
By Dixie Rift, 
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"" B> *lUtain C«tfU*» 

* .*U «nw«ti» •< tl* -tuck «nj J« HjJ.«n«r 
■U. M .wwifie. Tmn, before s «o*4 •* ftl. ** 

jmnrnt r»»«*. T»r •"V.7' ll- „,y. mi t>ih 0+ ptr- 
l„,s *.t+ria). *»* «** Ju4t*.lM*M*Wj ■" ■■*• <^ ■" 

n. fn»uer **s-*n* *" "•"'ufltiJ •?»«» the »x>rohf b-T^ 
liPfv'-tbVn • kic*i inii»«w. «» "l* b «-My to «^ h^ »m. 
p,- M fl „* >teCr«o'<vn ( o««- ft uwn llk#> the rorm (k<",^ 
/.V*!* i.v C .!»r.r..w!i W«t St 'photoyrtplMT «»»d « a»pjv4ii«» 

i ,i» M*tmn«f #i **w •*■- " - — ""J^L" *" "•'" «l _ _m ,„«i *•" 
|«, AitarV ** ti.f R«. Mr. f^ !# h*»i- • »«*»*t ■ t **?*f; ^A. 
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Chest Opens McCracldn Inquiry 
3 As Church Asks His Removal 



ft ** 



A Cornmunity Cheat Irtvteti* 
gataon of ahe Rev, Maurice Mc- 
Crackin, Cincuvuii nunktrr 
aho refueea to pay income 
ttxct, wtl c«n* to a heed "to 
fhe very near future,- Ouy 
Thcrapeon. e*ocuttve director of 
the Orel, aaid yesterday. 

7%ampmn'f ita lament w 
given on the heeit of a dia - 
ctoeure that the Knox Presby- 
terian Chun*. Hyde Park, baa 
atked me Cincinnati Preafcylrry 
to remove Rev. Mr> MeCreckin 
»• pettor ©f the We*t Cmcift- 
Dati St. Be ma be* ChJrch. 

The minister eervee ebo ea 
txecjilve of the rwdlay 9tr*+i 
Neighborhood Houe*, a Chert 
agency. 

HU refueaf to pay Income 
ta\e» u a protfit agaimt arm- 
amenU ana more recently, h!« 
attendance ai » l*bor Day eem- 
*nar art a Temeeaee echoot 
charged with Commtman «m- 
nectiom hai brought hta under 'reapoaarate body, take 




^indJvfcuaJ to feikm 
ectence. My eonacienee telb to* 



g£V. MALJUCE McCIUCKLV 



tin. 

■Cheat effldab art de*ply 
concerned about thu problem," 

aaid Tbornpacn. citing "wo' 
eerioua afleg atle**"* agaimt 
the minbter. 



e»er actio* 
facte. 



that mar la wrong. Therefore, 
1 cannot voluntarily five to Itf 
eupporL I do not bellietc It b 
eny'ooe'e province to atand In 
judgment of another'a ejoneei* 
entioua eonvictione.* 

The Sermon, or govemlnt 
body, of Knox Church detailed 
chargea ejainat Rev. Mr. Mc* 
a letter to folM- 
'aimer, execeutive aecre- 
tary of the Cincinnati Pree- 
byiery. 

Tfe« aUcgatloae law l»o>d the 
etorgyeaaara *ie#aeel. etaee 
1Mb, to pay the to*, eod a*w 
kb eeruaaJ to We a Vetera? 
tea rafutaJ to gtoa «h« Uteramljj c 
R«AY«ae Sank* a&Ury toiar- 
matloa; hk» reajac«t to the 
rhurrh'e Ve»tfy-St^loa to 
■tmrt the eharch'a bookkeeper 
te artthhotd each torwroatJoa, 
ahat- aad bia aUtod UteaUoa to take 
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of trail*** af 
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"*'• are gxthertag 
TVomfioa aaeUnard. 
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a«M>d af dfracton of tae 
lay Btraai Kelgbborboed B 
artUi the te^wvt that ft. aa 



tmeU." — ** it that a fair coarlmloa, 
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Joy Reigns In The Home 
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{ The letter eharfed thai Rev 
•Our laeeotlcatioa h a*t yat ( M r , VfCrackin b aettlng a bad 
completed hut the etwuounlty.^^jjp^ and b **no longer a 

that the baard^^^,^ p^^,, to ier%T WeatlTi 

the cheat »1U_cinelnnati St. Barnahaa.- jae 

The Knox Church elao ask«d Oi 

luppon of!E» 

Bamabaa! 

„. R 

10 ?? : «- . . ^ iA ft. Palmet would not «m- fh 
"I bellme In the right of tbe'ment on theirfer. But the Rev. ri« 
' MeMnCaifipbtU. pa* tor of thr'F' 

Knox-^3iurch. aaid fhe letter $j 
»ai referred to the CouncU of t. 
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Hits At Pastor 



Associated With School 
I Charged With Red 
I Connections 

Hie Hamilton Cdunty Coun- 
cil' of the American l^egion 
loosed its first official blast 
yesterday at the Rev. Maurice 
McCrackin, West End minister 
under attack for attending a 
leminar at s'TennesSee Bchool 
iiarged with Communist . con- 
nections. 

Previously, elements In the 
Legion ranks had t&'.cen pot 
ots at Rev. Mr. McCrackin. 
it yesterday's blast was- more 
a broadside. 

ie Legion also denounced 
James C. Paradise, president of 
the Cincinnati Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
and the Rev. Luther Tucker, 
'pastor of the Indian Hill Epis- 
. copal -Presbyterian Church, as 
supporters of Rev. Mr. Mc- 
[Crackin. ■ 

\ In a statement signed by Neil 
jWetterman, the Legion coun- 
cil's Hamilton County Amer- 
icanism chairman, Paradise and 
Rev. Mr. Tucker were charged 
'with "distorting facts" in a 
[public meeting on charges 
against Rev. Mr. McCrackin 
'January 16 at St. John's Uni- 
tarian Church, Clifton. 

As for Rev. Mr. McCrackin 
himself, the Legion's spokesman 
'declared It "opposes and will 
continue to oppose" his presen- 
tation of his beliefs to youth. 
The Legion described B*<L Mr. 
Mc*rftckin's beliefs as ««)«- 
mental to the best interests w 
oar ©oWntry." . 



UNDER FIRE IN %% 

(Rev. Mr. McCraokaCflQl 
under public fire in 1^2 
or refusing to pay income taxes. 
In recent months, criticism of 
him has stemmed from his at- 
tendance last Labor Day at a 
seminar held at the Highlander 
Folk' School, Monteagle, Tenn. 
Several Communist - connection 
charges have been buried at the 
'school.) 

}' Wetterman's 'statement 
charged Paradise and Rev. Mr. 
Tucker made public false in- 
formation about a government 
witness in a Federal "Com- 
munism" case against Myles 
Horton, director of the High- 
lander school. \ 

Wetterman said Rev. Mr. 1 
Tucker had circulated letters, 
stating the government witness 
was discharged by the Federal; 
Bureau of Investigation, andi 
that the case against Horton 1 
had been dropped because of 
perjured testimony by the 
I' witness. • - - 

"This is a deliberate nntrnth, 
made without substantiation, 
in addition to being an improper 
use ot the FBI's name," Wetter- 
man said. 

The Legion spokesman said 
Paradise gave out the same in- 
formation in the January 16 ! 
St. John's Church meeting. 

Wetterman said the Legion 
Council "has piaced a full re- 
port of this matter** in the 
hands of FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover. - • ' . . " ■ j 

He added that the Legion's 
stand on Rev. Mr. McCrackin', 
and his supporters has been en 
lorsed unanimously by mem. 
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SAC, Atlanta (100-804) 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
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Reference is Made to Philadelphia letter dated 12/27/57, 
captioned as above. ..,..' ' 



Por the information of Philadel 







advised 

that there were 100,000 copies of the publication 
captioned "Highlander Folk School" printed and distributed 
by the Georgia Commission on Education 2 20 Agri culture 
Building, 19 Hunter St., Atlanta 3, Ga. MHHP advised he did 
not know to whom this publication was being distributed, but 
believed that it would be mailed to those individuals who 
are in local and State politics, as well as those throughout 
the United States. politically inclined on a national level* 
He advised he did not know if former Special Agents of 
the FBI had received copies of this publication unsolicited 
in the mail. *-.*.. 



a Confidential Source, 
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^ T^ (SL-1 Bureau (tesTSll) (1 encl.) EH 

Ch/. ^ 1 - New York (infp.) (1 encl.) RH 
*0$ 2 - Knoxville <61-12) RM 

1 - Philadelphia (100-3448) (info.) RM 
- Atlanta (100-804) 
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AT 100-804 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and New York are copies of 
this publication entitled "The Highlander Folk School". 

A copy of this letter is furnished to New York for information 
purposes only, as well as to Philadelphia and Knoxville, Origin. 
in this case. 
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March 24,1958 



CAMPBELL CHAPTER D. A. R. 

NAIHVILLI, TENNESSEE 



Mr. F. Edgar Hoover. 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Stir; 

\yThe members of Campbell Chapter, 
Daughter of the American Revolution, one 
hundred/ strong, wish to call your attention 
to the- Highland er' s S chool located, in Mojtnt- 
eagle, Tennessee and urge you to take steps 
to revoke it r s oharter. We are not familiar 
with the necessary technical procedure for 
such an act but have confidence in your 
knowledge and ability. 

We feel that this school, though 
accomplishing some good, is influencing the 
mountain people of that area toward Commun- 
istic ideals. 

We do not want such a school any- 
where but certainly not in Tennessee. 

We would like for you to know we 
stand firmly back of you in all such efforts. 

Very trul: 
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Nashville, 5, Term. 
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four lttter dated March 24, 1958, has been received, 
and I appreciate the interest which pronpted your coamunication, 

I would like to point out that the FBI is strictly 
a fact-gathering agency and does not Bake evaluations or 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any ...... .,, '. v 

individual or organization. Also, the revocation of the 
charter of the school you Mentioned is not af&atter^ within 
the Jurisdiction of the FBI but is a responsibility *>f 
officials of the State of Tennessee, In view, of ink com&ents 
in your letter, you Bay desire to discuss thjfc Batter with 
appropriate state officials. > ». -1 L1 cc»£ 

In the event you secure additional jlata wfrich you , 

believe to be of interest to this Bureau, you Bay dfcsire to ™^ 
communicate directly witty the Special Agent in Cnarge of our m 
Memphis Office located at 1104 >te rick Building, Keaphis 3, 

Tennessee. v r _ f c r '"<£ HH 

*--' i / : * *■ •»■'■ . " ■. " . ..,■'■■'. 

I an indeed: grateful "for your kind remarks 
indicating this Bureau has' th* support of your organization. "••■" 
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Enclosed fof jour infornatiea *» * 
correspondent** letter, - 






F 



-*J «* 



,-f. ,- 




•t £onteagle, Tennessee, are 
▼ell known to jrou, (61-7560-6254.) -*■ <v ,. ■., .„, 

The above is furnished for jour Information 
only* >;: . ....; .,; ..... - / . , - v - . 

NOTE ON YELLOW; ' ; . v - ■'■■■■'.■ ■'■'" V .' 

Correspondent desires to^all the Bureau's 
attention to the Highlander Folk School, She feels the 
school is influencing the people of that area toward 
communistic ideals. She states she is not familiar with 
the technical procedure to revoke the charter of the 
school but has confidence in the Director's knowledge and 
ability. She also states that she and the organization 
she represents stand firmly back of the Director, V- ^ 

The Highlander-Eolk .School is supported primarily 
by donations from individuals and labor unions in form of 
payments for students attending its courses. It offers - 
courses of instruction in labor organization, social econom 
and the general field of labor education. It has had CP 
members on its staff land has followed the practice of < 
welcoming communists as students. It has never offered j. 
courses of instruction in communism, nor h^s the CP ever T 
succeeded in gaining control of the schoolTKDue to Its f 
interracial character, it has been the subject of numerous 
past allegations that it represents the headquarters for I 
communism in Eastern Tennessee. The allegations have neve 
been substantiated, ..(61 7 75U-JJ10) ,. ..,-, 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

United States Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover. 

The enclosure will explain 
itself. 

Thought you might like to 
see it, i.e., if you have not already re- 
ceived copies froj 
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Tour letter of June 13, 1958, with enclosure, 
has been received. You may be *ure that I deeply appreciate 
the Interest which prompted you to bring this matter to my 
attention. *- -■'•■■ 

Sincerely yours, 
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NOTE: ________ 

He enr.In«pd thA nuhHMH/... ._,„„...„„„_ „._,_ .._. . _„ . . . , 

__ _ — ^— *-v.«.^v*i, _i 6 iu»uuci _ u_ ocnuui, " wnicn nas 

previously been brought to the Bureau's attention on numerous occasions 

This school, which is supported primarily by donations from Individuals 

and labor unions, offers courses of instruction in labor' organisation, 

_ ^«~»«. w „„_ uttiRcuwfti i.j.ci.u ui lauur eaucaiioju jg has naa 

CP members on its staff[and has followed the practice of se|__ahg 

communists as students. It has never offered courses^f ins4r3ction in 

communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of this 

_,j™^ w w * w „_»,_* 4»n_ii__ ^jii*i_i;tci, it nas oeenjne suoject of 

many paSt allegations that It represents the headquarters for communis. 

in Eastern Tennessee^ -Tfese allegations have never been substantiated. 
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Mr 



. J. Edger Hoover,* i 






Dear Sir ■•.•■•'•':■.'•,.•,• : " ,"•"..'-• '-:' ■■^>:V .':'. -.' 
Yon Find inclosed Some Paper, there a lot of talk 
Incut this School Some of the Doctors and Preacher 
here are going down there making talks I think it 

ought to be look in to. it * h * onl y. Sch £°L°* i* 
Kind in Tenessie they Say and Preacher From other 
States are telling about it over the Radio Arte. 
Texas and other States. Saying Tenessie has a , 
communist School I dont Know any thing about it.,., 
You can tell more when you read this paper.. 
Yours Truly. ' •/' •*•/■' -'.^> *" ''"'"'^ *■ " 
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Preface 



The information contained in this publi- 
cation was presented under oath by Doctor 
J. B. Matthews at a public hearing of the 
Florida Legislation Investigation Committee, 
on Monday, February 10, 1958 at the State 
Capitol, in Tallahassee, Florida. 

The Florida Legislation Investigation Com- 
mittee is a legislative investigating committee 
authorized under the Florida law to compel 
the attendance of witnesses and their testi- 
mony under oath. 

Georgia Commission on Education 
19 Hunter Street, S. W. 
220 Agriculture Building 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 
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Introduction 

In the pages which follow, certain propositions will 
emerge from the evidence submitted. For the most 
part, original Communist sources have been cited in 
order to let the Communists speak for themselves. It 
should be clear that — 

1 ) The Communists are at work, with their custom- 
ary fanatical dedication, in stirring up trouble in the 
field of public school integration in the South; 

2) The Communists have been at work for some 
thirty years in the field of agitation among Negroes; 

3) The Communists have organized and promoted a 
succession of united fronts and fronts designed espe- 
cially for winning Negroes to Communism; 

4) The tactics of Communist agitation among Ne- 
groes are greatly altered from time to time, but the 
basic objective of violent revolution remains un- 
changed; 

5) Whatever the line of the Communist Party on 
the Negro question may be at a given moment, it is 
based upon the so-called Marxist-Leninist analysis and 
is dictated by Moscow in the special interests of the 
Soviet Union; 

6) There is a vast Communist literature on the 
subject of Communism and the American Negro; 

7) One of the announced goals of the Communist 
program is the confiscation without compensation of 
the property of the white capitalists and landowners in 
the South; 

8) The Communists favor racial amalgamation and 
assert that a Communist revolution would speed Up 
the process; 

9) The Communists have established friendly con- 
tacts with the Negro leaders of most of the recent in- 
tegration incidents in the South; 

10) The Communists rely chiefly upon the support 
which they are able to command from misguided South- 
ern liberals; 

11) This is an era in Communist strategy when the 
Party has reverted to the united front policy which 
prevailed immediately prior to and during World War 

n; 

12) Communist leaders have asserted that "Negro 
liberation" is their Number One issue on the domestic 
front. 
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Communists, Negroes, and Integration 

The Communist Party has long been expert at the 
business of fishing in troubled waters — the more 
troubled, the more to its liking. 

The Communist Party is at it again today; and, un- 
fortunately, the "Keep Off" signs have been taken 
down by order of the U. S. Supreme Court, in its deci- 
sions of June 17, 1957, affecting the Communist con- 
spiracy. 

If any issue in our society today may be properly 
characterized as troubled waters, it is unquestionably 
the issue raised by the Supreme Court's desegregation 
order of May 17, 1954. And there is no hazard in 
'' *' ^ that these waters will be troubled for a long 
time to come. 

The situation is one which the Communists have 
welcomed eagerly. It offers them an almost unparall- 
eled opportunity to exploit, for their own ulterior and 
revolutionary purposes, the inevitable social turbulence 
resulting from the Supreme Court's order for public 
school integration. Violent agitation is the meat on 
".hlch Communism feeds. 

The Bait: Negro Liberation 

iftt- bait on the Communist hook is "Negro libera- 
tion." a phrase which has been reiterated by Communist 
ii'udwi^ with such frequency over the years that it has 
become a cliche. It matters not that liberation at the 
hands of Communists is demonstrably a cruel euphem- 
ism for a slavery worse than that from which Lin- 
coln's Emancipation Proclamation freed the Negroes. 
The Communists still approach the Negro people of 
the United States with the promise of liberation dang- 
ling from their hook. 

As "long ago as 1928, the Communist Party of the 
United States published a pamphlet written by John 
Pepper, the representative of the Communist interna- 
tional in the United States, in which Pepper said: "The 
Communists must participate in all national liberation 
movements of the Negroes which have a real mass 
character." (American Negro Problems, p. 14; em- 
phasis in original) 

In u Communist pamphlet entitled "The Road to Ne- 

'.,; ration," published in 1934, Harry Haywood 

,... . - r ,!,„„« "p ar ty leadership in the Negro liberation 

movement." (p. 62) 

Jn 1937, the Communist Party issued a pamphlet 
eniiiled 'The Road to Liberation for the Negro Peo- 
ple." by Abner W. Berry and others. 

Ten years later, in 1947, Negro Communist leader 
Benjamin J. Davis published his pamphlet entitled "The 
Path of Negro Liberation," in which he wrote: 

Consequently the Negro people are moving in 
the direction of some form of statehood in the Black 



Belt. This would mean an adjustment or rectification 
of the lines demarking 12 states through which runs 
the Black Belt area where the Negro people are in 
a majority, (p. 19, 20) 

In 1948, Negro Communist leader Harry Haywood 
published a book entitled Negro Liberation. 

That "Negro liberation" has priority on the Com- 
munist Party's agenda today is confirmed by the fore- 
most Negro Communist leader in the United States. 
Writing in Political Affairs, the theoretical magazine 
of the Communist Party, U.S.A., which lays down the 
Party line, Benjamin J. Davis declares: 

The struggle for Negro rights — particularly in the 
deep South — is the single most crucial and decisive 
issue in the United States today . . . The massive 
significance' of the national liberation struggles of the 
Negro and colonial people, here and abroad, envelops 
this work with additional importance, (p. 13) 

Negro Republic in the Black Belt 

The Communist slogan of "Negro Liberation" is 
simply a watered-down version of the Party's original 
slogan of "A Negro Republic in the Black Belt." The 
propaganda which the Communist Party conducted on 
the basis of the latter slogan fell flat in its appeal to 
Negroes and only served to show how far the Kremlin's 
agents are removed from the realities of the American 
scene. 

In October, 1930, the Communist International 
adopted a resolution "on the Negro Question in the 
United States." It was published in the United States 
by Workers Library Publishers, the publishing adjunct 
of the Communist Party, in a pamphlet entitled The 
Communist Position on the Negro Question. 

On the subject of an independent Negro republic in 
the Black Belt, the Comintern took the position that 
"as long as capitalism rules in the United States the 
Communists cannot come out against governmental 
separation of the Negro zone from the United States." 
(p. 51) But, in the event of the establishment of a 
Soviet government in the whole United States, Com- 
munist Negroes would come out against "separation of 
the Negro Republic from federation with the United 
States," while unconditionally giving "the Negro popu- 
lation of the Black Belt freedom of choice even on this 
question." (p. 50-51) 

The Comintern's resolution held that there was a 
"prospective sharpening of the national conflicts in the 
South, with the advance of the national revolutionary 
Negro movement," and that in such a situation the 
Communist Party must "stand up with all strength and 
courage for the struggle to win independence and for 
the establishment of a Negro republic in the Black 
Belt" (p. 51-52) 
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William Z. Foster points out that the Program of the 
Communist International declares for: 

The recognition of the right of all nations, irre- 
sptctive of race, to complete self -determination, that 
is, self-determination inclusive of the right to State 
separation. {Toward Soviet America, p. 304) 
Foster then applies this principle of self-determina- 
tion and State separation (or secession from the United 
States) to the Negro population in the Black Belt, in 
the following statement: 

Accordingly, the right of self-determination will 
apply to Negroes in the American Soviet system. In 
rh.-. *n-.-s»iiPd Black Belt of the South, where the 
Negroes are in the majority, they will have the fullest 
right to govern themselves and also such white mi- 
norities as may live in the section, (ibid, p. 304) 

Confiscation 

The program of the Communist Party calls for the 

confiscation of the property of the white people in the 
so-cailcd Black Belt. According to William Z. Foster, 
*.,.uEig in his book entitled Toward Soviet America: 
In a Soviet system, the Negro will have the most 
. : ,. . /.i. 1 4 v— economically, politically, social- 
ly .. . He will have ample land, confiscated from 
-"• .* 'j:ec? white landlords . . . Socialism will mean 
ii,e iirst real freedom for the Negro. He is beginning 
;■_> rc.illze this, hence his mass turning to the Com- 
: i .j.,' party for leadership, and the consequent 
'.v.;- ilarrn of the capitalists and big landowners at 
i. - j. owing unity of white and black toilers, (p 
303)"" 

;;,. ><r is no doubt about the Communist program of 
i-rflif^cmion. But, after 40 years of Communist agi- 
uuon, there is no evidence of the "mass turning" of 
Negroes lo the Communist Party — a fact which Wil- 
liam Z. Foster knows very well now, and which he 
knew very well when he wrote about it. 

Communist Aim: Racial Amalgamation 

in their franker moments, Communist leaders in the 
." S. ! -.s have stated bluntly that one of their aims 
■ i ••■--- -.hout racial amalgamation. Thus, William 
' i , ..t present head of the Communist Party in 
•\iiii-)iwj. ueclared in his book entitled Toward Soviet 
Anurica: 

1 he American Soviet will, of course, abolish all 
n... rations upon racial intermarriage . . . The revo- 
]ji\oti will only hasten this process of integration, 
fait-iaii? proceeding throughout the world with in- 
creasing tempo, (p. 305-306) 

Kremlin's Guidance and Control 

-v 7 Foft/T is fr ank in asserting that Lenin 

.. ,)-. ■ c of the Communist Party's line on 
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agitation among Negroes. In his book, The Negro 
People in Americn History, published in 1954, Foster 
writes: 

The American Communist Party got its eventual 
scientific understanding of the Negro question in 
the United States from the writings and personal 
counsel of Lenin. This was one of the many basic 
services to the American labor movement rendered 
by the Communist International, but it was not to be 
realized until 1929. (p. 454) 

It has already been shown that the representative of 
the Communist International, John Pepper, dictated the 
line of the American Communists on the so-called 
Negro question. 

On Penetrating Non-Communist Organizations 

In addition to building their own Party-controlled 
organizations, the Communist Party has from the be- 
ginning pursued a policy of sending its members into 
non-Communist organizations. Their own word for this 
type of activity is "penetration." The Communist ob- 
jectives in penetrating other groups are varied. In some 
instances, the goal of penetration is outright control. 
In other instances, the objective is to disseminate and 
gain support for the views of the Party apparatus out- 
side the immediate circle of Communists or, in other 
words, to win fellow travelers on specific issues. In 
yet other and rarer cases, the aim of penetration is to 
destroy the organization which is penetrated. 

At times, the Communist Party directives have frank- 
ly set forth the tactics of penetration, without the 
slightest attempt at secrecy and subtlety. Thus, a re- 
port to the Plenum of the Communist Party in 1935 
records some successes in penetration. Excerpts from 
this report were published in the Party Organizer of 
March, 1935, under the title of "How to Penetrate the 
Negro Organizations." The first excerpt gives an illu- 
minating example of the tactics of Communist penetra- 
tion. It reads as follows: 

We have some excellent experiences in New York. 
In Queens we have been able, just on one issue, and 
maybe this is the secret of it, to get together over 60 
various organizations of the Negro people on the 
question of discrimination in the hospital in Queens. 
We have the Alpha Benevolent Association, the 
American League Against War and Fascism, the 
Amity Baptist Church, Arrawat Democratic Club, 
Bayside City League, N.A.A.C.P., etc., about 70 or- 
ganizations that have come together and conducted 
a struggle in Queens for the right of Negroes in the 
hosiptals in the City of New York. (p. 20) 

The tactic of concentrating on "one issue" in order 
to penetrate non-Communist Negro organizations was 
further illustrated in the second excerpt of the report 
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to the Plenum of the Communist Party. In this in- 
stance, the "one issue" was a forthcoming conference 
on unemployment in Washington, D. C, a conference 
engineered and controlled by the Communist Party. 
With respect to this example of successful penetration 
of non-Communist Negro organizations, the Plenum 
report said: 

These experiences have shown us that it was pos- 
sible to get this united front by simply taking up 
one section, one issue, one grievance of the Negro 
people and developing a struggle around it In this 
case we can see that if we properly approach these 
organizations there is a possibility of getting into 
the Negro organizations for a united front. We have 
n^u in Harlem m the preparations for the unemploy- 
ed conference at Washington, a conference of 29 
organizations, different organizations than we have 
had heretofore, into a conference at Abyssinia Bap- 
tist Church, the N.A.A.C.P., church organizations, 
etc. Comrade [Herbert] Benjamin spoke there, and 
we elected delegates to the congress at Washington. 
We had also the followers of Father Divine, the 
Ncgio "God." (p. 20) 

(Again and again, the Communist Party has success- 
fully penetrated the Abyssinian Baptist Church, of 
which Representative Adam Clayton Powell was and 
is the pastor.) 

Still another example of the use of the tactic of 
"one issue" was the united front which the Communist 
Party organized around the Italian war against Ethi- 
opia. In an article entitled 'The United Front on 
Ethiopia," published in the Party Organizer of July, 
1935, James W. Ford wrote as follows: 

This time we organized a broad united front on 
the issue of the struggle for the defense of the 
Ethiopian people, which ultimately involved at least 
60 Negro organizations, (p. 16) 

In this campaign of penetration, the Communist Party 

again had the use of Congressman Powell's Abyssinian 
Baptist Church. 

Wrote James W. Ford in the Party Organizer: 

The first action was on May 7 (1935) in Harlem 
at the Abyssinian Church. There were 3,000 Negroes 
,... ^.>v«h, i.Mai ui whom were not Communists. There 
the Communists spoke from the same platform as 
these other people, (p. 17) 

In the work of penetrating non-Communist organi- 
zations, the Communists went prepared for any even- 
tuality. According to Ford, the Communist Party on 
one occasion sent a number of the followers of Marcus 
Garvey, whose organization the Party had penetrated, 
to a meeting of the Party's Italian Workers' Center 
""'here our comrades discussed the Abyssinian que»- 
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tion." Ford added that these Negro Garveyites "wtre 
so afraid of their reception (at the Italian Communist 
center) that th«y we»t there armed with Jmives." (p 
17) The precautionary arming was, of course, wholly 
unnecessary; they were received most hospitably. From 
this particular affair, Ford drew the following con- 
clusion; 

It is along these lines that we must work among 
the Negroes, patiently overcoming their suspicions 
and hesitations. 

This experience in Harlem opens up a perspective 
of wider actions not only in Harlem, but throughout 
the country. Committees on Ethiopia should be set 
up on a nation-wide scale, (p. 17) 

If ever two movements possessed antithetical ideol- 
ogies, they were the Communist Party and Father Di- 
vine's group. Notwithstanding this sharp clash of basic 
views, the Communist Party successfully penetrated 
the ranks of Father Divine's movement. On this sub- 
ject, James W. Ford made the following comment: 

Another question that is bothering a number of 
comrades in New York is the Father Divine move- 
ment in connection with the united front ... the 
comrades in Harlem have taken very seriously the 
question which was raised at the last plenum — of go- 
ing into the church organizations, making friends 
with these people. Through our united front with 
Father Divine we have been able to effect the pene- 
tration of a mass organization of the Negro people. 
A very important fact to remember in connection 
with the Father Divine movement is the fact that the 
followers of Father Divioe are workers, toiling 
people; that is why we are attempting to penetrate 
into this movement 

The united front with the Father Divine movement 
has been made on the basis of certain concrete is- 
sues, (p. 17, 18) 

For more than 20 years, the Communist Party has 
pursued this tactic of penetration of non-Communist 
organizations and groups. With the current dwindling 
of its membership, the Party is pursuing the tactic more 
ass.duously than ever. Recently, it has applied the 
tactic on a broad scale among scientists on the issue of 
radioactive fall-out. It hopes to reap vast gains on the 
issue of integration in the public schools of the South. 
Communists measure their gains in terms of social 
turbulence. Wherever they are permitted, they wil 
penetrate non-Communist groups which favor federal 
intervention by force in the field of integration, hoping 
thereby to increase turmoil and incite to violence. The 
indispensable pre-conditions of Communist revolution- 
ary sentiment are chaos and violence. 
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The Communist Party cared little or nothing about 
racial discrimination in the Queens hospital, about the 
fate of the Scottsboro boys or Julius and Ethel Rosen- 
berg, about the Italian war against Ethiopia, or about 
the unemployed; it cares much about fishing in trou- 
bled wafers. Only so can it serve its Kremlin master. 

Negro College Presidents 

The Communist-front apparatus has gained support, 

in one degree or another, among 60 percent of Negro 

college and and university presidents. The following 

heads of Negro institutions of higher learning were 

affiliated with the National Negro Congress: 

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Ky. 

John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C. 

R. O'Hara Lanier, Texas Southern University, Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske- 
gee, Ala. 

Jacob L. Reddix, Jackson State College, Jackson, Miss. 
The following were affiliated with the now defunct 

.Southern Conference for Human Welfare: 

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Ky. 

William H. Bell, Alcorn A. & M. College, Alcorn, Miss. 

Horace Mann Bond, Lincoln University, Pa. 

^■•fu<-. E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga. 

Albert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 

Edgar H. Goold, St. Augustine's College, Raleigh, 
N. C. 

Arthur Howe, Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va. 

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn. 

Mordecai Johnson, Howard University, Washington, 
D. C. 

David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C 

J. R. E. Lee, Florida A. & M. University, Tallahas- 
see, Fla. 

Benjamin E. Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. 

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske- 
gee, Ala. 

E. C. Peters, Paine College, Augusta, Ga. 

James E. Shepard, North Carolina College, Durham, 
N. C. 

H. C. Trenholm, Alabama State College for Negroes, 
Montgomery, Ala. 

John Brown Watson, Arkansas State A. & M. and 
Normal College, Pice Bluff, Ark. 

m. F. Whittaker, South Carolina State College, Or- 
angeburg, S. C. 
The following have been affiliated with the currently 

functioning Southern Conference Educational Fund: 

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Ky, 
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William Augustus Bell, Miles College, Birmingham, 

Ala. . ■ 

Miller W. Boyd, Morristown College, Mornstown. 

Tenn. 

James P. Brawley, Clark College, Atlanta, Ga. 

Rufus E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga. 

Tandy W. Coggs, Arkansas Baptist College, Little 

Rock, Ark. 
James A. Colston, Knoxville College, Knoxville, Tenn. 
John W. Davis, West Virginia State College, Institute, 

W. Va. 
Albert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich- 
mond, Va. 
M. LaFayette Harris, Philander Smith College, Little 

Rock, Ark. 
Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mordecai W. Johnson, Howard University, Washing- 
ton, D. C 
Benjamin E? Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. 
Richard I. McKinney, Storer College, Harpers Ferry, 

W, Va. 
Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske- 
gee, Ala. 
E. C. Peters, Paine College, Augusta, Ga. 
Hollis F. Price, LeMoyne College, Memphis, Tenn. 
O. R. Reuben, Morris College School of Religion, 

Sumter, S. C. 
Joseph J. Rhoads, Bishop College, Marshall, Texas. 
William R. Strassner, Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C. 
There is no implication in the foregoing listings that 
any of these heads of Negro institutions are Commu- 
nists. They represent, however, a high degree of Com- 
munist penetration into the ranks of the administra- 
tors of Negro education. 

Forty-five different heads of Negro institutions of 
higher learning have had a total of 291 separate af- 
filiations with the Communist-front apparatus. It is 
apparent that the Communists have established a size- 
able beachhead in Negro education. 

Many of these affiliations mean that Communists or 
pro-Communists have made personal contact with the 
top administrators of Negro education. That is one of 
the aims of the Communist-front technique. And, of 
course, the Communists acquire a certain amount of 
prestige for their projects. 

If the so-called Negro masses were as susceptible to 
Communist-front propaganda as the so-called Negro 
intellectuals, the situation would be alarming. In his 
condensation of Gunnar Myrdal's An American Di- 
lemma, Arnold Rose makes the following observation: 

Still the Communists have not succeeded in get- 
ting any appreciable following among Negroes in 
America, especially among the masses. During the 
depression and again since the war, a number of 
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leaders and intellectuals have become Communists 
or "fellow travelers." ... To begin with, poor, un- 
educated, and socially disadvantages groups have 
never been particularly susceptible to radical propa- 
ganda. It is usually the intellectuals and higher 
strata of the working class that have been reached 
first. (The Negro in America, p. 166) 

National Council of Churches Penetrated 

Remembering James W. Ford's statement about the 
Communist Party's policy "of going into the church 
organizations," some statistical data with respect to 
this question are enlightening. 

The Communist Party has been strikingly successful 
in its efforts at infiltrating the Federal and the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
during the past 20-odd years. 

In view of the fact that the philosophical bases of 
Communism and Christianity are as antithetical as two 
philosophies could possibly be, the success of the Com- 
munists in penetrating the ranks of the Protestant 
clergy is hard for some to understand. Nevertheless, 
the cold statistical facts are a matter of public record." 
It is not necessary to rely upon anybody's opinions. 

The National Council of Churches was officially 
constituted on November 29, 1950, in Cleveland, Ohio. 
It was, in fact, nothing more than a reorganization of 
the Federal Council of Churches. 

In the formal constituting of the National Council 
of Churches in Cleveland, one representative from each 
of the participating communions signed the official 
book which became the Document of Record. Eleven 
of these 29 signers of the official book have public 
records of affiliation with pro-Communist enterprises. 
Their names and respective denominations are as 
follows : 

Bishop S. L. Greene — African Methodist Episcopal 
Bishop W. J. Walls — African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Dr. E. H. Pruden — American Bapist Convention 
Dr. Desmond W. Bittinger — Church of the Brethren 
Bishop Bertram W. Doyle — Colored Methodist Epis- 
copal 
Dr. Vere V. Loper — Congregational Christian 
Rev. Josef A. Barton — Czech Moravian 
Bishop J. Ralph Magee— Methodist 
Dr. W. H. Jernagin — National Baptist Convention 
USA, Inc. 

Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill — Protestant Episcopal 
Dr. Henry A. Vruwink — Reformed Church in America 

It will be noted that 4 of the 11 signers of the 
LJocumem of Record — Greene, Walls, Doyle, and 
Jernagin— were representatives of all-Negro denomina- 
tions. This is a disproportionately large number of 
Negro clergymen. Whatever the reasons may be, it is 
a fact that Negro professional groups have been more 
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tusceptible to Communist penetration than their white 
counter-parts. 

There were 358 clergymen who were voting dele- 
gates to the constituting convention of the National 
Council of Churches in Cleveland. Of these clergymen, 
123 (or 34 percent) have had affiliations with Com- 
munist projects and enterprises. That represents a high 
deeree of penetration. ' 

These 123 voting delegates were divided as follows: 
84 white and 39 Negroes. The total number of their 
public pro-Communist affiliations is 659, of which 359 
are affiliations of the white clergymen and 300 are 
affiliations of the Negro clergymen. Again, these 
figures indicate a disproportionately large number of 
Negro clergymen with Communist affiliations, and a 
higher degree of susceptibility to the appeals of Com- 
munist causes. The average number of affiliations for 
the Negro delegates is 7.7, while that of the whites 
is 4.2. 

The greater Communist penetration of the higher 
ranks of Negro church dignitaries is evidenced by the 
fact that '57 percent of the total number of currently 
active Negro bishops of four Protestant denominations 
have records of affiliation with Communist-front or- 
ganibations and enterprises. The following Negro 
bishops fall into this category: 

African Methodist Episcopal Church — 
George W. Barber, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Frank Madison Reid, Kittrell, N. C. 
Joseph Gomez, Cleveland, O. 
Frederick D. Jordan, Hollywood, Calif. 
R. R. Wright, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Carey A. Gibbs, Birmingham, Ala. 
D. Ward Nichols, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Sherman L. Greene, Atlanta, Ga. 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church — 
William Jacob Walls, Chicago, El. 
Raymond Luther Jones, Salisbury, N. C. 
Hampton Thomas Medford, Washington, D. C. 
Herbert Bell Shaw, Wilmington, N. C. 
Stephen Gill Spottswood, Washington, D. C. 
Charles Ewbank Tucker, Louisville, Ky. 
Charles Cecil Coleman, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church — 
J. A. Hamlett, Kansas City, Kan. 
W. Y. Bell, South Boston, Va. 
F. L. Lewis, Shreveport, La. 
Bertram W. Doyle, Nashville, Tenn. 

A. W. Womack, Indianapolis, Ind. 

B. Julian Smith, Chicago, 111. 

Methodist Church — 
J. W. E. Bowen, Atlanta, Ga. 
Matthew W. Clair, Jr., St. Louis, Mo. 
Edgar A. Lowe, Baltimore, Md. 
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Eight of the above-named, currently active, Negro 
bishops are officially connected with the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund. They aree Bishop S. L. 
Greene, Bishop F. L. Lewis, Bishop Edgar A. Lovci 
Bishop Herbert Bell Shaw, Bishop Stephen GUI Spott* 
wood, Bishop Charles Ewbank Tucker, Bishop Charles 
Cecil Coleman, and Bishop Frank Madison Reid. 

The aim of the Communist penetration of non-Com- 
munist organizations is not necessarily to recruit mem- 
bers of the Party, but rather to create a favorable 
climate of opinion for certain limited objectives of the 
Communist program. In this way, the stain of Com- 
munism is removed from these objectives, and thus 
they appear to be the objectives of men of goodwill. 

Highlander Folk School Seminar 

Over the Labor Day weekend (August 30-Septem- 
ber 2, 1957), Highlander Folk School, at Monteagle, 
1 ciiiicsace, iiaged its 25th anniversary seminar on "the 
human aspects of the integration struggle." Notorious 
Communists, veteran Communist fellow travelers, and 
Negro leaders in all the recent major incidents attending 
integration were present at the seminar (The incident 
of Little Rock bad not yet occurred.) 

Before taking up the records of the prominent inte- 
grationists who were present, it is necessary to take a 
look at the Highlander Folk School and its ideologic^] 
orientation. 

'H-e Highlands Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes- 
see, was organized around 1932 by Myles Horton and 
Don West. (See testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6, 
3 949, Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr. Crouch 
said: "I would like to mention in this connection that 
the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, 
was a school organized by Myles Horton and Don West, 
and which' Mr. (James) Dombrowski shortly thereafter 
joined." 

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony con- 
cerning the Highlander Folk School, was the top Com- 
munist Party functionary in the South. His Communist 
record given to a Senate committee by Crouch himself 
attests his importance: 

The major positions I held in the Communist 
Party were the head of the Communist Party's de- 
partment for infiltration of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, a representative of the Communist 
Party of the United States to the executive committee 
.' .!». C^jiujuiiiii luternational in Moscow, a mem- 
ber of a commission in Moscow to draft plaas to 
infiltrate and subvert all the armed forces of the 
world, and operate as honorary regimental comman- 
der of the Red Army, a special student at the Frunze 
Milit&ry Academy in Moscow; I was a member of the 
editorial staff of the Daily Worker, official organ of 
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the Communist Party, a member of the various com- 
missions of the central and national committee of 
the party, State or district organizer for Florida, for 
Utah, for North and South Carolina, and Tennessee, 
editor of the Communist magazine, The New South, 
the official organ for the Southern States, member of 
the district bureau of the Communist Party for Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, and Georgia, and chairman of 
the control commission of the Communist Party for 
that area, a member of the district bureau of the 
Communist Party for California, for Nevada, and 
Hawaii, national secretary of the Anti Imperialist 
League, and many other minor positions. 
Speaking of James Dombrowski, Mr. Crouch testified 
as follows: "I have met officially with him on a number 
of occasions as head of the Communist District Bureau 
of Tennessee ... at this conference Mr. Dombrowski 
gave me the impression of being completely pro-Com- 
munist and anxiojas to collaborate with the Communist 
Party and follow its leadership, without taking the risk 
of actual Party membership." 

In March 1954, the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 
Security held hearings in New Orleans on the subject 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., of 
which James Dombrowski was and is the executive 
director. Among the witnesses who testified before 
the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New 
Orleans was one John Butler who had formerly been a 
functionary of the Communist Party in Alabama. 

In the course of his testimony, Mr. Butler stated that 
he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders in 
July of 1942, in the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birming- 
ham, Alabama. Mr. Butler stated that Alton Lawrence 
introduced James Dombrowski to him on that occasion 
as a Communist Party member. (See Senate Subcom- 
mittee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954, 
page 45.) According to Mr. Butler, this meeting of 
Communist Party leaders was held in Dombrowski 's 
own hotel room. In November, 1956, Alton Lawrence 
was indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false 
non-Communist affidavit with the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, which non-Communist affidavit is re- 
quired of trade union officials by the Taft-Hartley Act. 
(See New York Times, November 17, 1956.) Alton 
Lawrence is currently an official of the Communist- 
controlled International Union of Mine, Mill and Smel- 
ter Workers. 

In the early period of the Highlander Folk 
School, Alton Lawrence was a member of its faculty. 
On August 13, 1938, Mr. John P. Frey, president of 
the Metal Trades Department of the AFL, testified 
before the Dies Committee on Un-American Activities, 
and named Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and 
Myles Horton it persons who "attended a secret con- 
vention in North Carolina, at which time plaas were 
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made for spreading the revolutionary theories through- 
out the South." Mr. Frey further testified: "In conX 
Uon with this I might mention that the Highlander Folk 
School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was mixed up in this 
secret convention, in which these three C.I.O organ- 
izers took a very prominent part." (See Dies Com- 
mittee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126.) 

Paul Crouch testified before the Senate Subcommit- 
' ce n °; Internal Security, as follows: "The Highlander 
Folk School is a school operated at Monteagle, Tennes- 
see, ostensibly as an independent labor school, but 
actually working in close cooperation with the Com- 
munist Party." (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski 
■ ^u instructor at the Highlander Folk School for a 
cumber of years. 

The following colloquy took place between Senator 
Eastland, Committee Counsel Areas, and Mr. Crouch 
during the latter's testimony: 

SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you 

ever visit Dr. Dombrowski's home? 

MR. CROUCH. I visited the Highlander Folk 
School where he was working. I didn't visit at his 
home, but we spent a night at the same home to- 
i-.ifcc/-, Caroline Stevenson's and he and Leo Sheincr 
discussed in my presence the actual hideout of Com- 
iT'unist leaders the night we were traveling to Winter 
Haven. 

MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your 
presence the hideouts for Communist leaden, top 



* : ?ht leaders; is that correct? 



MR. CROUCH. That is correct, sir. (See hearings, 
P- 52.) 

Don West, who has already been mentioned as con- 
nected with the Highlander Folk School, was district 
director of the Communist Party of North Carolina. 
(See House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949, page 

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Commit- 
tee, on March 20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejected 
by the United States Marshal from the witness stand 
and the hearing room, for disorderly conduct. 

Jame.\ Dombrowski's record of pro-Communist ac- 

l. ..lies and connections will be discussed under the sec- 

.. .»■ ■; southern Conference Educational Fund, an 

0,-ganization which is playing a key role in the drive 

for integration in the South. 

Abner W. Berry 

The presence of a prominent Communist Party Negro 
leader at the Highlander Folk School seminar is of 
major significance. Through Abner W. Berry, the Com- 
munist Party established personal contacts with the 
?;.i,i fhe'-a leaders of the fight for integration. The Party, 
■:> it-, i'— -r.:-day su&tegy, acta the highest value on 
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$uch personal contact*. It it the current strategy of 
penetration. 

Abner W. Berry is a veteran Communist Party leader. 
More than 25 years ago, he was a member of the na- 
tional council of the League of Struggle for Negro 
Rights, a Communist sputnik which will be discussed 
later. For 20 years, Berry has been a member of the 
national committee of the Communist Party. He has 
also been a member of the smaller central committee of 
the Party {Daily Worker, May 23, 1938, p. 5). In 
1946, he was educational director of the Communist 
Party of Michigan {Daily Worker, Jan. 21, 1946, p. 5). 
He was an instructor at the Communist Party's Jefferson 
School of Social Science for several years before the 
school closed in December, 1956. 

Abner W. Berry is, and has been for years, a feature 
writer for the Daily Worker. In this newspaper of the 
Communist Party, Berry made a lengthy report on his 
visit to the Highlander Folk School. In his report, 
Berry said: 

Here for four days Negro and white leaders of the 
South representing millions of southerners, had the 
precious communications established with each other 
that had been disconnected during the past few years. 
{Daily Worker, Sept. 10, 1957, p. 5) 

Berry has been a writer for other Communist publi- 
cations: Masses & Mainstream, Michigan Herald, New 
Masses, People's Daily World, and Political Affairs. He 
served for a number of years on the editorial board of 
Political Affairs, the theoretical organ of the Communist 
Party. 

It is apparent that Abner W. Berry is a high ranking 
leader of the Communist Party. It goes without saying 
that the Party sent him to the Highlander Folk School 
seminar. Such leaders receive their assignments from 
the highest command of the Communist Party; they do 
not go anywhere on their own. The cordial reception 
which Berry was accorded at the Highlander Folk 
School is convincing evidence of the school's ideological 
orientation. 

Berry states that "two southern NAACP branch 
presidents" attended the Highlander Folk School semi- 
nar on integration." 

Pete Seeger 

Another individual who has a long record of Com- 
munist affiliations and activity was also a prominent 
participant in the Labor Day weekend conference at 
the Highlander Folk School, namely, Pete Seeger. 

Pete Seeger is a nationally known folk singer who 
has been prominently identified with the Communist 
movement in this country for many years. He has been 
named as a member of the Communist Party in swsrn 
testimony. 



19 



W m w H W Mf 



*rSSES££S3EJi 



*.;** 






• .Jft jp w.r , 






.* JSfc> <*|r*« " ■-"- •£ „•■ i *' . -U 



".^^^^4^^^* **"*«**»»*«*■ 



On August 18, 1955, Pete Seeger was a witness before 
the house Committee on Un-American Activities. Time 
and time again, Seeger defiantly refused to answer ques- 
tions concerning his past or present membership in the 
Communist Parly. He also declined to answer any 
questions concerning his amliations with numeroui 
Communist-front organizations. He did not invoke the 
Fifth Amendment; he simply and contemptuously re- 
fused to answer pertinent questions. He was accom- 
panied by Paul L. Ross as counsel. Ross has also been 
prominent in Communist activity for many years. (See 
pages 2448-2460 of the Hearings, 1955.) 

Among his many Communist connections, Pete Seeger 
has been publicly affiliated with the following Commun- 
ist organizations and enterprises which are on the At- 
torney General's list: American Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born; American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief; American Youth Congress; American 
... :. ;-ji Democracy; Civil Rights Congress; Com- 
mittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy; Committee 
lor the Negro in the Arts; Communist Party; Council on 
African Affairs; Jefferson School of Social Science, 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions; 
Nature Friends of America; New Masses; Voice of 
Freedom Committee; and Win-the-Peace Conference. 
Seeger entertained with his guitar and folk songs at 
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Rev. John B. Thompson was billed as seminar 
' .::■>•• at the Highlander Folk School Labor Day 
wecKend affair. Thompson is dean of the Rockefeller 
Memorial Chapel at the University of Chicago. 

: t *. clergymen have better claims to qualification as 
. . . ..n Communist fellow travelers than John B. 
'Jr..v.p>on. He has served the Communist apparatus 
long and faithfully in many capacities. 

i 'u -npson was national chairman of the American 
rs::ce Mobilization (Daily Worker, Sept. 3, 1940, p. 4) 
and national chairman of the Committee to Defend 
America by Keeping Out of War (letterhead, Aug. 10, 
1940). These were organizations set up by the Com- 
munis during the period of the Stalin-Hitler Pact. On 
'■; •-' • ■«. j :'i."H Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, the 
American Peace Mobilization dropped its anti-war 
•a And and changed its name to the American People's 
'* : ■;;.■ 'irii with John B. Thompson still at its head. 
■ '■. ''rorsy before a committee set up by the Illinois 
• ■ - ; . .;d«ti'ire in 1949, John B. Thompson tried to 
sav mat the American Peace Mobilization was merely a 
rejection of the general anti-war sentiment prevailing 
; ~. ih.- United States in 1939, 1940, and 1941. Such a 
.:!:■ ii r. either dishonest or incredibly stupid. The bona 
f.'e ant: -war sentiment of the American people pre- 
v^tu right up until the day of Pearl Harbor. Ibe 



phony anti-war stand of the APM and the Communists 
prevailed right up until June 22, 1941, when Hitler at- 
tacked the Soviet Union. The bona fide American 
peace advocates were ready to go to war only when the 
Coiled States was attacked; the phony APM and Com- 
munist Peace advocates were ready and eager to go 
to war when their beloved Soviet Union was attacked. 
The former were America Firsters; the latter were Rus- 

tia Firsters. 

Ten weeks before Hitler's invasion of the Soviet 
Union, the APM, under Thompson's chairmanship, de- 
clared: "This is not a war to wipe out the evils of 
Hitlerism and tyranny ... It is a war to line the 
pockets of corporate interests at the expense of the 
peoples of the World." 

In one of its official statements in March, 1941, the 
APM said: "An English victory will result in the same 
»ort of imperialist, anti-democratic peace as will a 
Nazi victory." 

From 1940 to 1942, John B. Thompson was head of 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, a Com- 
munist organization which will be discussed later. 

Among the many other Communist organizations with 
which Thompson has been affiliated, the following are 
on the Attorney General's list: American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born; International Labor 
Defense; Emergency Peace Mobilization; National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship; National Coun- 
cil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions; and People's 
Institute of Applied Religion. 

Aubrey Williams 

Aubrey Williams and the Rev. Martin Luther King 
were the two featured speakers at the closing session 
of the Highlander Folk School seminar. 

As president of the highly influential Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, Aubrey Williams ranks 
among top leaders of all-out integration. 

Williams was director of the National Youth Admin- 
istration under President Roosevelt. He also held other 
high positions in the New Deal. In 1 945, however, the 
U. S. Senate rejected his appointment as administrator 
of the Rural Electrification Administration, after his 
amliations with the Communist apparatus had been 
placed in the record. He is at present editor and pub- 
fisher of the Southern Farm and Home, Montgomery, 
Alabama, which has a circulation of 800,000. 

On March 19, 1954, Williams was subpoenaed to 
testify before the Senate Internal Security Subcommit- 
tee. In the course of his examination by committee 
counsel Richard Arens, Williams testified that the fol- 
lowing passage was a part of a speech which he had 
delivered in Madison Square Garden, New York City, 
on September 11, 1947, under the auspices of the Com- 
munist-controlled Progressive Citizens of America: 
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What they demand is that any man who admiti to 
being a member of the Communist Party be fired im- 
mediately on the grounds that no man can be loyal 
to the United States and be a Communist. It is njy 
belief that it is precisely at this point that we take 
our stand and defend the right of any Communist to 
maintain his position as an employee of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. To take any less position 
than this is to throw overboard such primary rights 
as the freedom to think and to hold whatever beliefi 
one chooses. (Hearings, p. 107; emphasis added) 

Anyone holding Aubrey Williams' views on the em- 
ployment of admitted Communist Party members in the 
U. S. Government could be expected to welcome the aid 
of Communist Party members in the drive for intern- 
tion. 

Acccrdirr to Abner W. Berry's account of the High- 
lander Folk School seminar in the Daily Worker (Sept 
10, 1957, p. 5) Aubrey Williams spoke "prophetically" 
when he declared that the present situation in the South 
"is only a short step to general violence" and that the 
"stuff out of which rebellions are made is definitely 
being planted." 

In the later years of its existence, Aubrey Williami 
was president of the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare. 

The name of Aubrey Williams was attached to a 
brief amici curiae on behalf of the Communist Party, 
at the October 1955 Term of the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Other red-bot integrationists whose names appear on 
this defense of the Communist Party include the fol- 
lowing: John M. Coe, James A. Dombrowski, W. E. B. 
DuBois, James W. Ford, W. A. Hunton, and William 
L. Patterson. 

Aubrey Williams is, and has been for many years, a 
member of the executive committee of the Highlander 
Folk School. 

It would be superfluous to add further details of the 
many Communist affiliations of Aubrey Williams. 

Martin Luther King 

The Rev. Martin Luther King, president of the 
Montgomery (Ala.) Improvement Association and pas- 
tor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, delivered the 
closing address at the Highlander Folk School seminar. 

King is the nationally acclaimed Negro leader of the 
jniegiation forces in the South. He is scheduled as one 
.c .v. t. :: .... .. j ^^ers at the forthcoming assembly of 

the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U. S, A., in December. 

It is of great significance that King is in close touch 
with such Communists and pro-Communists as were 
assembled at the Highlander Folk School seminar. The 
Communists would like nothing better than to take him 
under their wing. 



Leading Communists have been writing enthusias- 
pcally about King's movement. In the April, 1 957, issue 
of political Affairs, Benjamin J. Davis writes of "the 
Batiooai upsurge of the Negroes in the South, spear- 
beaded by the non- violent integration movement." (p. 
)3) in his new book entitled Toward Negro Freedom, 
the editor of Political Affairs, Herbert Aptheker, writes 
of King's bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, as fol- 
lows: 

And in Montgomery, Alabama, there is the epic 
struggle of the entire 50,000 members of its Negro 
community . . . Here, with women in the lead, is the 
unparalleled and unbreakable splendor of an entire 
people speaking out to the world in tones of purity 
and self-sacrifice and saying: "We will live in free- 
dom, in our own day and here in our own city." 
(p. 180) 

Such rhetoric is calculated to ingratiate the Com- 
munists with the Rev. Martin Luther King and his large 
following. The art of flattery is the current tactic of 
Communist penetration. The tactical crudities of the 
Party's early years have given way to subtle refinements 
in penetrating Negro organizations and movements. The 
Communist Party, however, does not repudiate its 
former methods which breathed revolutionary fire and 
brimstone. Writing in Political Affairs, James E. Jack- 
sen (one of the top Negro leaders of the Communist 
Party) says: 

It has for three decades been the honorable (sic) 
task of Communists to set a high standard of devo- 
tion to and energetic leadership in the fight for Negro 
tights. Recognizing the special national character of 
this question, we have raised our voices among the 
workers when others stood mute. (Resolution pre- 
sented to the 16th National Convention of the 
CPUSA by James E. Jackson, chairman of the Sub- 
committee on Negro Rights; Political Affairs, March, 
1957, p. 34) : 

Jackson thus fondly embraces the Communist Party's 
record in the African Blood Brotherhood, the American 
Negro Labor Congress, the League of Struggle for Ne- 
gro Rights, the National Negro Congress, and other 
misadventures in its efforts to kindle revolutionary ardor 
among American Negroes. 

Now, the Party looks upon Martin Luther King's 
work and movement as a new opportunity to incite 
racial animosity, and upon King's attendance at the 
Highlander Folk School seminar as a most desirable 
contact 

In its present adulation of Martin Luther King and 
bis kind of "liberation" movement, the Communist 
Party still bows reverently at the altar of Marxist- 
Leninist Theory. James E. Jackson, quoted above on 
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the subject of the Party's past, turns to the Communk 
Party's present and writes: 

As the advance guard of the American working 
class, the Communist Party must continue to makeit* 
contributions to the fight for Negro rights, under the 
changed conditions of today, as effectively, as hon- 
orably, as it did in previous periods of struggle. The 
fight for Negro rights needs the contribution which 
Communists, guided by Marxist-Leninist theory, art 
in a position to make, (p. 34) 

On February 21, 1956, after the bus boycott m 
Montgomery had run for 11 weeks, the Negro leaden 
of the boycott were arrested and charged with violation 
of Alabama's anti-boycott statute. The Rev. Martin 
Luther King was among those arrested. On March 22. 
he was found guilty and fined $500. The case is on" 
appeal. 

It is interesting to note that the proponents of public 
school integration in the South make a great to-do about 
the U. S. Supreme Court's decision of May 17, 1954. 
by claiming with unparalleled vehemence that the de- 
cision is "the law of the land." On the other hand, they 
ignore with complete unanimity the U. S. Supreme 
Court's decision of 1908 declaring the organized boy- 
cott of the Danbury Hatters to be in violation of the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act, the principle of which de- 
cision is reflected in Alabama's anti-boycott statute. 

Mrs. Rosa Parks 

It goes almost without saying that Mrs. Rosa Parks 
was in attendance at the Highlander Folk School semi- 
nar. 

It was Mrs. Parks who started the Montgomery bus 
boycott. On December 1, 1955, when she refused to 
sit in a seat in the rear of a bus, she was arrested and 
fined $14. Shortly prior to her dramatic defiance of 
the segregation ordinance, Mrs. Parks had taken i 
course at Highlander Folk School. 

Mrs. Parks promptly became a heroine to the Com- 
munists. The Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, i 
Communist front, arranged meetings for her in New 
York City, including one at the home of Mr. and Mm. 
Corliss Lament. 

Charles G. Gomillion 

Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama, was one of the prominent participants in the 
* ' ■:,: Diy conference at the Highlander Folk School. 

As president of the Tuskegee Civic Association, Go- 
million received a considerable amount of publicity in 
the nation's press in the summer of 1957, in connection 
with his leadership of a Negro boycottt against the 
white merchants of the town of Tuskegee. This was one 
of the recent militant activities of Southern Negroes. On 
August 15, 1957, an injunction was issued against the 



boycott on the ground that it was a violation of Ala- 
bama's anti-boycott statute. (New York Times, Aug. 

Gomillion's organized boycott began on June 26, 
after a mass meeting of the Tuskegee Civic Association 
in protest against the Alabama legislature's proposed re- 
vision of Tuskegee's city limits. Gomillion did not even 
allege that the white merchants were in any way respon- 
sible for the initiation of the revision. 

Dean Gomillion's pro-Communist connections have 
been significant. In testimony before the House Corn- 
mil tee on Un-American Activities on July 21, 1947, he 
was identified as a current member and secretary of the 
advisory board of the Southern Negro Youth Congress, 
an outright Communist organization (see below). 

In a press release dated April 21, 1947, Gomillion 
was listed as a signer of a manifesto of Negro leaders 
against the outlawing of the Communist Party. The 
manifesto was released from 23 West 26th Street, New 
York City, which is now the national headquarters of 
the Communist Party, and which, in 1947, was head- 
quarters of a dozen Communist organizations including 
the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born. Co-signers of the manifesto included such Com- 
munist stalwarts as Paul Robeson, W. E. B. DuBois, 
Benjamin J. Davis, and Doxey A. Wilkerson. The sign- 
ers called upon the President and Congress "to repudi- 
ate decisively the fascist-like proposal ... to Ulegalize 
the Communist Party," and declared: "We will resist 
with all our power every step taken in that direction." 

The Worker, Communist Party Sunday newspaper, of 
August 29, 1948, carried a full-page advertisement of an 
enterprise called The First Line of Defense. It was 
another manifesto in defense of the Communist Party, 
opening with the following words addressed to the Presi- 
dent and the Attorney General: "We, the undersigned 
Negro Americans, strongly condemn your hysteria- 
breeding arrests of the Negro leaders of the Communist 
Party, and call upon you to take positive action to pro- 
tect civil rights instead of persecuting political minori- 
ties." This manifesto, too, was signed by Charles G. 
Gomillion. Co-signers included the following notorious 
Communist Party leaders of the Negro race: Louis E. 
Burnham, Ernest Thompson, Abner W. Berry (one of 
the participants in the Highlander Folk School confer- 
ence), James W. Ford, Harry Haywood, W. A. Hunton, 
Richard B. Moore, S. C. Patterson, and Doxey Wilker- 
son. 

Gomillion sponsored a testimonial dinner for W. E. 
B. DuBois whose services to the Communist cause have 
been enormous. The dinner was given at Essex House, 
New York City, on February 23, 1951. Prominent 
Communists who co-sponsored this DuBois testimonial 
dinner included the following: Herbert Aptheker, Mrs. 
Louise Berman, Howard Fast, Frederick V. Field, Ben 
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Gold, W. A. Hunton, Albert E. Kahn, William L p»t 
terson, Melba Phillips, Joseph Selly, Howard Sekim." 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred K. Stem (who recently fled behind 
the Iron Curtain to escape indictments for esoiona»e\ 
and Gene Weltfish. P ° M ^ )l 

Charles G. Gomillion is a member of the board of 
directors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund. 
an organization whose ideological orientation toward 
Communism will be discussed later. 

Gomillion and his Tuskegee Civic Association are 
part of an interlocking apparatus which includes the 
Highlander Folk School and the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. 

In his 1956 presidential report to the Tuskegee Civic 
Association, Dean Gomillion stated that at one of their 
meetings in February, 1956, a speaker discussed "the 
role of the Highlander Folk School, and the search for 
an effective social action program." He also stated that 
one of the major roles of the Tuskegee Civic Association 
was cooperation "with the Highlander Folk School in 
the effort to develop effective personal and group tech- 
niques for facilitating racial desegregation." 

In view of the fact that Gomillion and his TCA had 
been cooperating with the Highlander Folk School for 
at least a year and a half, it may be presumed that his 
illegal boycott of the white merchants of Tuskegee was 
one of the group techniques werked out by the two 
organizations. Furthermore, it may be assumed that 
Gomillion's close association with the Communist ap- 
paratus, as set forth above, was some kind of prepara- 
tion for his adoption of the militant boycott technique. 
The manager of Tuskegee's largest department store 
was quoted in the New York Times, as follows: 'The 
Negro leaders picked the wrong target. The merchants 
didn't have anything to do with Senator Engelhardt's 
bill. I think they realize that the boycott is unfair. 
We've worked closely with the Negroes on charity drives 
and when they asked for credit we extended it without 
question." It is, of course, standard Communist tatties 
to exacerbate existing tensions and to create racial strife 
where none had existed, i 

Fred B. Routh ^ 

The Southern Regional Council was represented at 
the Highlander Folk School seminar in the person of 
Fred B. Routh. Mr. Routh bears the title of assistant 
director of the Southern Regional Council. 

The Southern Regional Council, recipient of a grant 
of $245,000 from the Fund for the Republic, is one of 
the most influential organizations of whites and Negroes 
in the South. It has been penetrated by the Communist- 
front apparatus. 

The following directors of the Southern Regional 
Own hi have H*fn affiliated with Communist organiza- 
tions: 
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Rli fus B Atwood, president of Kentucky State College 
Braiisford R. Brazeal, professor at Morehouse College 
Rufus E Clement, president of Atlanta University 
i M Ellison, president of Virginia Union University 
Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute 
Charles S. Johnson, late president of Fisk University 
r. O'Hara Lanier, president of Texas Southern Uni- 

YgrsitY 
Beniamin E. Mays, president of Morehouse College 
Jacob L. Reddix, president of Jackson State College 
H. C. Trenholm, president of Alabama State College 

for Negroes 
All of the foregoing directors of the Southern Re- 
gional Council are Negroes and all are connected with 
Negro institutions of higher learning. 

Others Present 

The Rev. David H. Brooks, Protestant Episcopal high 
church clergyman (Negro), was a speaker at the High- 
lander Folk School seminar. He was a leader of the 
Tallahassee bus boycott which occurred during the last 
seven months of 1956. 

The Daily Worker, July 1, 1952, carried a front-page 
itory about a petition drawn up by the noted pro-Com- 
munist, W. E. B. DuBois, urging President Truman to 
adopt a policy of "withdrawal of military forces and 
installations by the U. S. and all other governments 
from all foreign territory where their presence is not 
authorized by agreement of all the major powers." Such 
a policy would, of course, be a Communist booby trap. 
Of the alleged 160 Negro signers of this DuBois petition, 
the names of only four were given in the Daily Worker; 
and one of the four was the name of the Rev. David H. 
Brooks. 

Allen McSwain (Negro) was a speaker who repre- 
sented the Clinton, Tennessee, school incident. 

Bernice Robinson, also a speaker at the Highlander 
Folk School seminar, discussed the Johns Island, South 
Carolina, integration incident. 

Conrad Browne (white) came to the seminar from 
Koinonia Farm, an interracial colony near Americus, 
Georgia. This interracial community has been an in- 
citement to prolonged violence. 

Ralph Helstein, president of the United Packing 
House Workers of America, AFL-CIO, was also a 
speaker. This union has been heavily infiltrated by 
known Communists. 

A Succession of Sputniks for Negroes 

One of the top leaders of the Communist Interna- 
tional, Otto Kuusinen, said in a speech before the ex- 
ecutive committee of the C.I. that it was the first busi- 
ness of the Communists to launch satellite organizations 
and committees. In The Communist of May, 1931, 
Kuusinen was quoted on these satellites of the Com- 
munist Party, as follows: 
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Communist organizations, but other organization. ' 
well, aiove otf mass organizations sympathizing whh 
our aims and able to aid us for special purptJi 
We must create a whole solar system of orga^a,^ 
and smaller committees around the Communist Parry 
so to speak, smaller organizations working actual!* 
under the influence of our Party {not under mechani- 
cal leadership), (p. 409-423; emphasis in original) 
The satellite or sputnik organizations which the Com 
munist Party in the United States has launched espe- 
cially for Negroes are far too numerous to name all tf 
them. Brief sketches of the principal sputniks in this 
category will, however, serve to illuminate the aims and 
tactics of the American Communist Party with respect 
to the Negroes of the United States. 

A partial list of the Communist sputniks for Neeroes 
follows: & 

African Blood Brotherhood 

Alabama Peoples Educational Association 

Citizens Emergency Conference for Interracial Unity 

Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor 

League of Struggle for Negro Rights 

Negro Labor Victory Committee 

Southern Negro Youth Congress 

United Negro and Allied Veterans of America 

Abolish Peonage Committee 

American Negro Labor Congress 

American Negro Labor Council 

Committee to Defend Angelo Herndon 

Committee for the Negro in the Arts 

Committee to Aid the Fighting South 

Frederick Douglass Educational Center 

Martinsville Seven Committee 

National Negro Congress 

Negro People's Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

Southern Conference for Human Welfare 

Southern Conference Educational Fund 

Of these, only the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund is still in existence. 

African Blood Brotherhood 

The African Blood Brotherhood was the first sputnik 
in the Communist Party's system of satellites. It was 
penetrated and captured, not originally launched, by the 
Communists. 

Joseph Zack Komfeder, then a leading member of 
the Communist Party, has told the following story of 
the penetration and capture of the African Blood Brotb- 

■-iuuoU. 

. . . the Communist Party activities amongst the 
Negroes here in the United States started about 1921, 
and were prompted by a letter sent to the American 
Party by Nikolai Lenin . . . Well, so, of course, the 



party couldn't ignore a letter from Nikolai Lenin . . . 
{was then the junior member of the Central Com- 
mittee . . - Well, when I looked around I found that 
there was simply no Negro membership in the Com- 
munist Party ... I knew from the Socialist Party that 
there were some Negroes in Harlem in a branch of 
the Socialist Party which was mostly Negroes, al- 
though there were also whites in the same branch, and 
1 looked up one of tbem and he advised me to see an 
individual by the name of Cyril Briggs. Well, I 
looked up this individual, and he was the editor of a 
paper called The Crusader, which was the official 
organ of a Negro organization called the African 
Blood Brotherhood. Well, I put in quite an effort on 
this fellow Briggs, to see whether I could work him 
over ideologically, and as I got acquainted with him, 
1 noticed that he was having his financial troubles 
publishing the paper. I didn't tell him that I repre- 
sented the Communist Party, of course. I just posed 
as a liberal uncle, who had his sympathies on the 
Negro side, and was willing to help him. Whenever 
he ran into some trouble about paying the printer, 
well, 1 always obliged with a few hundred dollars. 
This way I became friends with this Briggs and I 
worked him over ideologically, and the cant of the 
journal changed. And, of course, in due time I got 
at some of his friends who weTe on the Board of 
Directors, and, well, it took only about a year before 
the controlling influence in that organization upon 
top was exerted through me, and they pretty nearly 
would do, although they weren't yet in the party, what 
I wanted them to do. Well, and later on I signed him 
up into the Communist Party as a member. So that 
was the first Negro organization that the party got 
hold of ideologically, at least — later on organiza- 
tionally. That's how the thing started. (Subversion in 
Racial Unrest, Baton Rouge, La., March 6-9, 1957, 
p. 37) 

Cyril Briggs went on to become one of the most 
prominent Negro leaders in the history of the Com- 
munist Party in the United States. 

American Negro Labor Congress 

The American Negro Labor Congress was organized 
in Chicago in October, 1925. It was a Communist 
united front maneuver and the successor to the African 
Blood Brotherhood. 

In his book entitled The Negro People in American 
History, William Z. Foster writes concerning the ANLC 
as follows: 

The American Negro Labor Congress was organ- 
ized in Chicago in November 1925, mainly upon the 
initiative of the Communists . . . The leader of the 
movement was Lovett Fort-Whiteman, and its journal 
was The Champion, Outstanding Communist Negro 
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workers in it were James W. Ford, Harry Haywood. 
Maude White, and many others . . . It* membership 
was eventually confined mainly to CommunUtJ. 

Lovett Fort-Whiteman was a student at the Lenin 
School in Moscow, an institution at which foreign Com- 
munists were taught the theory and tactics of propa- 
ganda, agitation, and espionage. Fort-Whiteman was 
also an American delegate to the Sixth World Congress 
of the Communist International in 1928. (International 
Press Correspondence, July 25, 1928, p. 708) 

Foster says that the ANLC "was handicapped by sec- 
tarianism—by writing too left* a program for the 
masses." Foster also maintains that the ANLC encoun- 
tered "strong opposition" from the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People and the 
National Urban League. 

Od the eve of the organization of the ANLC, Lovett 
Fort-Whiteman announced, with pride and obviously 
gross exaggeration, that — 

Each day, everyone promoting the American Negro 
Labor Congress notes a growing uneasiness in the 
ruling class of this country in contemplation of the 
coming American Negro Labor Congress. (Daily 
Worker, October 7, 1925, p. 3) 

The Communist Internatioal (a mere euphemism for 
the Kremlin) kept a watchful eye on the American Com- 
munist Party and all the little sputniks revolving around 
it. The American Negro Labor Congress, insignificant 
•is 1l v.ui, did not escape the attention of the Musovite 
bosses of the American Communists. 

Tr- a resolution of October 26, 1928, three years after 
the launching of the sputnik known as the ANLC, the 
Communist International said: 

The American Negro Labor Congress continues to 
exist only nominally. Every effort should be made to 
strengthen this organization as a medium through 
which we can extend the work of the Party among 
ibe N^gro masses and mobilize the Negro workers 
under our leadership. (The Communist Position on 
the Negro Question, p. 59) 

The directives of the Communist International for 
the American Communist Party were supervised and 
enforced on the scene by a personal representative of 
the Communist International. In 1928, one of these 
agents of the Comintern in the United States was John 
Pepper. Benjamin Gitlow identifies Pepper in the fol- 
lowing words: 

A commander of the Hungarian Red Army in 
j », *y, lie had fled to Russia after the overthrow of the 

-j... uii Soviet Republic and along with Bela Kun 

became an important functionary of the Comintern. 



30 



In Hungary his name had been Josef Pogany; he came 
to America as John Pepper. (/ Confess, p. 136) 
Id a pamphlet entitled American Negro Problems, 
published by Workers Library Publishers in 1928, John 
pepper wrote concerning the ANLC, as follows: 

The American Negro Labor Congress which is still 
very weak, must be reorganized and activized. The 
Communists working within this organization should 
try to make it serve as an intermediary mass organ- 
ization, as a medium through which the Party can 
extend its work among the Negro masses and mobilize 
the Negro workers under its leadership, (emphasis 
in original; p. 15) 

When the sputnik named American Negro Labor 
Congress petered out, it was brought down and a new 
one was launched. 

James W. Ford, twice vice-presidential candidate on 
the Communist Party ticket, records that the frank 
inti-religious position of the American Negro Labor 
Congress was one of the reasons for its failure. In his 
book, The Negro and the Democratic Front, published 
in 1938, Ford wrote: 

I recall particularly the strict and unyielding atti- 
tude taken by the leaders of the American Negro 
Labor Congress toward religion. This attitude pre- 
vented the Congress from becoming a mass influence 
among church people. At an A. N. L. C. meeting in 
Chicago, 1926, composed of a large number of re- 
ligious people, a leader of the organization in the 
course of his remarks, said: 'To hell with religion; 
damn the church." (p. 82) 

Ford then told how the Communist Party changed 
its tactics and made dupes of church organizations and 
religious people: 

But today in the National Negro Congress church 
organizations and religious people work co-operatively 
with non-church people. Our Negro Communists are 
fraternizing with church people in order to organize 
them in the struggle for Negro liberation, (ibid, p. 
82-83) 

Ford's meaning is crystal clear: the Communists 
adopted a policy of tactical silence with respect to their 
basic contempt for, and hostility toward, religion and 
the churches— a policy which continues today. 

The last convention of the American Negro Labor 
Congress was held in St. Louis in November, 1930, 
where, by unanimous decision, the name was changed 
to the League of Struggle for Negro Rights, (ibid, 
p. 83) 

League of Struggle for Negro Rights 

Immediate successor to the American Negro Labor 
Congress, the League of Struggle for Negro Rights was 
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the same old «f Mini* with a new name. The names of 
Communist sputniks have had a way of wearing out 
and, when they do, the Party thinks up new names in 
order to seduce new followers. Thus, the American 

League Against War and Fascism became the American 
League for Peace and Democracy when the new united- 
front line was adopted after the Seventh World Con- 
gress of the Communist International in 1935 Durinp 
World War II, the Young Communist League metamor- 
phosed into American Youth for Democracy on October 
1 7, 1 943— same convention, same officers, same revolu- 
tionary objectives. Later on, the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare became the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund in 1947— same officers, same address, 
same telephone number, same publication (Southern 
Patriot), and same Communist objectives. 

There was no attempt to conceal the Communist Par- 
u \ rnnfml «f the League of Struggle for Negro Rights. 
Among the national council members of the organiza- 
tion were such high functionaries of the Communist 
Party as William Z. Foster, Earl Browder, James W. 
Ford, Robert Minor, Benjamin J. Davis, Harry Hay- 
wood, Cyril Briggs, Clarence Hathaway, Irving Potash, 
Louis Weinstock, Israel Arnter, Claude Lightfoot, and 
Aoriti W. berry (of the Highlander Folk School semi- 
r,:>) iFyaUty, Land, and Freedom: A Program for 
Negro Liberation, published by the League of Struggle 
for Negro Ri?hts ; New York, 1933, p. 44-46) 

i-.ngston Hughes was president of the League of 
Siruyple for Negro Rights. 

in in Program for Negro Liberation, the LSNR re- 

»■ .n-d r .he doctrine of Negro nationhood: 

v...- proclaim before the whole world that the 
*... l-n Negroes are a nation — a nation striving 
. .v:..-J manhood but whose growth is violently re- 
i.irdeJ and which is viciously oppressed by American 
-'Y': ■ •: -m. The program here presented outlines 
• he oniv course of action which guarantees the de- 
velopment of the American Negroes to full nation* 
hood, which will elevate them to that rightful place 
of equality before all and subservience before none, 
(ibid, p. 7-8) 

in-.- pr-.-grani { the LSNR also reiterated the Com- 
r»-:iT.i*i demands for confiscation of the property of the 
So'jfhprj} whiter: 

T 1 -.' t , _■:.* of Struggle for Negro Rights therefore 
■:-'■ ■■■t,S rhp confiscation without compensation of the 
-iiii-i oi ihe big landlords and capitalists in the South 
and Us distribution among the Negroes and white 
small farmers and sharecroppers, (ibid, p. 10) 

L: h^ Report of the Central Committee to the Eighth 
Come: tion cf the Communist Party, held in Cleveland, 
uhio, April 2-8, 1934, Earl Browder said: 



32 



A more broad and all-inclusive organizational form 
for the Negro liberation struggles is the League of 
Struggle for Negro Rights. This should embrace in 
its activities all of the basic economic organizations 
of Negro and white workers standing on the program 
of Negro liberation, and further unite with them all 
other sections of the Negro population drawn to- 
wards this struggle, especially those large sections of 
the petty-bourgeoisie, intellectuals, professionals, who 
can and must be won to the national liberation cause. 
The L. S, N. R. must, in the first place, be an active 
federation of existing mass organizations; and second- 
ly, it must directly organize its own membership 
branches composed of its most active forces and all 
supporters otherwise unorganized. The present be- 
ginnings of the L. S. N. R. and its paper, The Liber- 
ator, which with only a little attention have already 
shown mass vitality, must be energetically taken up, 
and spread throughout the country. (Communism in 
the United States, 1935, p. ..9) 

Browder's grandiose conception of the LSNR was a 
piece of typical Communist wishful thinking. The 
LSNR gave way to the National Negro Congress in 
1936. 

National Negro Congress 

The fact that the Communist Party was preparing to 
launch one of its sputniks, the National Negro Congress, 
was noisily proclaimed long before it was sent revolving 
around the Party. 

The very suggestion that the National Negro Congress 
be launched was made by the Negro Communist leader, 
James W. Ford. In his book, The Negro People in 
American History, William Z. Foster writes: 

This broad movement (the National Negro Con- 
gress), which operated in the tradition of the historic 
Negro people's conventions, had been suggested two 
years before by James W. Ford, in a debate with 
Oscar de Priest and Frank Crosswaith. (p. 488) 

The Party Organizer of March, 1935, let it be known 
that the Communist Party was laying careful plans to 
launch the National Negro Congress. This was almost 
one year before its plans came to fruition. The Party 
Organizer, in publishing excerpts from a report to one 
of the plenums of the Communist Party, said: 

In connection with the question of the united front 
on the Negro question — if we work properly now 
and see that we must penetrate these organizations 
(the churches, the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, etc) there is the pos- 
sibility of building up a National Negro Congress on 
a broad united front basis. We had a discussion 
about this conference in the N. Y. District (of the 
Communist Party) in which we discussed the Negro 



33 



:?»#£:* 



■ -,.-w-»T5r-v-vi, % *- (JU - ^ < im$*ifi (ij #isr t w w w * «WMw fc»fr*i»iHj»i»- 






• -.***!*>**«-; : , .?,V-'r" 






question, and the possibility of a National Negro 
Congress. If we make the proper orientation, we will 
be able to build the biggest Congress of Negro people 
ever held. It means patient work in (non-Commun- 
ist) Negro organizations, (p, 21) 

It is obvious that the Communist Party had even 
selected the name of the new sputnik a year in advance 
of its launching. 

In a condensation of Gunnar Myrdal's An American 
Dilemma, Arnold Rose says that "the National Negro 
Congress grew out of a conference in the spring of 
1935 held at Howard University under the joint auspices 
of its Division of Social Sciences and of the Joint Com- 
mittee on National Recovery." (The Negro in America, 
p. 262) This joint conference at Howard University was 
held in May. The Party Organizer of March, 1935, 
quoted above, is a documentary refutation of the paren- 
tage of the National Negro Congress as given in Arnold 
", *"'«-''- cnndor-vailon of An American Dilemma. 

In a confidential memorandum of the Department of 
Justice, issued for the guidance of the departmental 
heads of the federal government, the Attorney General 
of the United States made the following observation con- 
cerning the National Negro Congress: 

The National Negro Congress, throughout its exis- 
tence, has closely followed the Communist Party lines, 
espousing causes and adopting issues sponsored by 
the Party ... In the field of American foreign policy 
it c:;iied to; united action on the part of the Democra- 
cies (including the Soviet Union) against fascism 
prior to the Russo-German pact of non-aggression, 
but after the signing of the pact assailed the "imperial- 
ist conflict" as having "nothing to do with saving 
and extending democracy." When the Nazis attacked 
Russia, however, the leaders of the (National Negro) 
Congress advocated all-out aid to the Soviet Union 
and urged immediate entrance of the United States 
into the war on the side of Britain and the Allies. 

Supporting the foregoing view of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Third National Negro Congress meeting in 
Washington, D. C, in April, 1940, adopted the follow- 
ing resolution. 

The National Negro Congress declares that the 
Negro people have everything to lose and nothing to 
gain by American involvement in the imperialist war 
and sharply condemns the Administration for the 
steps it has taken towards involvement and the par- 
tiality it has shown. 

On October 1 6, 1 940, speaking under the auspices of 
the Church League for Industrial Democracy in Kansas 
City, Missouri, Max Yergen (president of the National 
Negro Congress) toed the Communist Party line on the 
subject of the war, in the following words: 
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We do not believe we have any business allying 
ourselves with either of the belligerent sides now re- 
sponsible for the war ... It becomes clear that the 
similarities between fascist and imperialist rule are 
numerous and strong. (Democracy and the Negro 
People Today, p. 9 and 12) 
Max Yergen has since made a clean break with the 
Communist apparatus. 

A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters (AFL), was the first president of 
the National Negro Congress. He was, in fact, already 
designated as president of the NNC when the new or- 
ganization was first convened in Chicago on February 
t4, 1936. The Communist Party had, of course, se- 
lected Randolph for the position. The Party had left 
nothing to chance or the delegates to the Congress. 

On account of illness, Randolph was not present at 
the 1 936 sessions of the National Negro Congress. His 
presidential address, prepared before the Congress met, 
was read by Charles Wesley Burton, a Negro lawyer 
from Chicago. 

Randolph's address was the kind which might well 
have been prepared at Communist Party headquarters. 
With typical soapbox flourishes, Randolph said: 

... the Negro people face a hard, deceptive and 
brutal capitalist order, despite its preachments of 
Christian love and brotherhood. 

What has brought us to this insistent question? The 
answer in brief lies in the (First) World War, the 
sharpening and deepening of capitalist exploitation of 
the workers of hand and brain, the acceleration of a 
technological revolution creating a standing army of 
unemployed, the ripening and maturing of monopoly 
capitalism thru trustification, rationalization and the 
rapid march of financial imperialism, and the intensi- 
fication of racial and religious hatreds, together with 
increasingly blatant and provocative nationalism. 

But the war itself was the effect of a deeper cause 
and that cause was the profit system which provides 
and permits the enrichment of the few at the expense 
of the many . , . (The Official Proceedings of the 
National Negro Congress, 1936, p. 8, 9) 

Randolph paid his respects to the Communist Party's 
International Labor Defense. He said: 

Those organizations that are serving on the civil 
rights front effectively for the Negro are the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
and the International Labor Defense, (ibid p. 10) 

In fairness to A. Philip Randolph, and to complete 
the record, it must be pointed out that eventually he 
became disgusted with the Communist domination of 
the National Negro Congress and resigned from its 
presidency. After the meeting of the Third Congress, 
Randolph wrote: 
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... I consider the Communists a definite menace 
and a danger to the Negro people and labor, because 
of their rule or ruin and disruptive tactics in the 
interest of the Soviet Union ... The Congress was 
deliberately packed with Communists and C. 1 O 
members who were either Communists or sympa- 
thizers with Communists ... v 

\ quit the congress because I was opposed to it 
or its officials, expressing sympathy for the Soviet 
Union, which is the death prison where democracy 
and liberty have walked their "last mile" and where 
shocking blood purges wipe out any and all persons 
who express any dissenting opinions from dictator 
Stalin. 

I quit the congress because I saw that the Com- 
munists were firmly in the saddle . . . Their minds 
were already made up when they came there by 
Communists' manipulations, caucuses, and propa- 
ganda ... I quit the congress because it was not 
truly a Negro Congress. (Congressional Record, May 
14, 1940, p. 2944-5) 3 

The Communist domination of the National Negro 
Congress was, of course, evident from the beginning to 
anyone sufficiently interested in the evidence. 

Despite the plain truth about the Communists and 
the NNC, it received a boost from Norman Thomas. 
Philip Murray, and Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P.— 
all of whom appeared as speakers at the Second Na- 
tional Negro Congress in October, 1937. 

I he Second National Negro Congress was convened 
in Philadelphia. The NNC officials made arrangements 
for a special train from New York to Philadelphia, 
through World Tourists, a Soviet travel and espionage 
agency. 

In addition to Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P., the 
National Negro Congress was able to attract, as speak- 
ers or sponsors, many other Negro leaders among whom 
were the following: Frederick D. Patterson, president of 
Tuskegee Institute; Rufus B. Atwood, president of Ken- 
tucky State College; John M. Ellison, president of Vir- 
ginia Union University; David D. Jones, president of 
Bennett College; R. O'Hara Lanier, president of Texas 
Southern University; and Jacob L. Reddix, president of 
Jackson State College. 

The National Negro Congress also enlisted as stooges 
the following bishops of Negro churches: Bishop James 
A. Bray. Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop R. A. 
Carter, Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. J. 
Walls. African Methodist Episcopal Zion; Bishop R. R. 
"».gu!, African Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. A. 
Fountain, African Methodist Episcopal; and Reverdy 
C. Ransom, African Methodist Episcopal. 

The affiliations of these Negro college presidents and 
Negro bishops indicate that the Communist Party has 
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hni a large measure of success in penetrating the ranks 
of Negro educators and ctergymeo. 
During the period extending from 1936 to the end 

of World War II, the National Negro Congress and the 
Communist Party dropped such slogans as "A Negro 
Republic in the Black Belt" and "The Liberation of 
the Oppressed Negro Nation." This was in keeping with 
the Communist Party's new tactical orientation of the 
people's Front. After World War II, the Communists 
reverted to their basic disloyalty to the United States. 
Communists in the armed forces of the United States 
fought with great zeal in the war against the Axis Pow- 
ers, not out of any loyalty to their own country but be- 
cause their adopted "fatherland," the Soviet Union, was 
a co-belligerent. 

Following World War II, the National Negro Con- 
gress and the Communist Party showed their true 
colors. On June 6, 1946, the NNC addressed a petition 
to the United Nations, requesting that foreign agency 
to conduct an investigation into the oppression of the 
Negro people. 

Communist tactics are always subject to drastic altera- 
tion without notice, but the basic aim of violent revolu- 
tion is never abandoned. 

The National Negro Congress was liquidated in 1947. 
It had served the purposes of the Communist conspiracy 
admirably for almost a decade, but during its later years 
it had become so indelibly stamped as a Soviet sputnik 
that its influence outside the immediate circle of Com- 
munists was rapidly approaching the vanishing point. 

Never discouraged, and always ready to start all over 
again, the Party went on to the launching of new sput- 
niks. 

Southern Negro Youth Congress 

The Southern Negro Youth Congress originated as 
the youth section of the National Negro Congress. Its 
first conference was held in Richmond, Virginia, Febru- 
ary 13-14, 1937, at the Fifth Street Baptist Church. 

The late Edward E. Strong, Communist Party Negro 
leader, was chairman of the youth section of the NNC 
and of the SNYC. 

The SNYC was formed during the era of the People's 
Front, and its behavior was guided accordingly. At its 
first session, the pastor of the Baptist Church pro- 
nounced an invocation. There was nothing of the 
damn-the-church attitude which had characterized the 
period of the American Negro Labor Congress, al- 
though the Communists were in complete control. 

Speakers at the first conference of the SNYC included 
E. Franklin Frazier, professor at Howard University, 
Mordecai W. Johnson, president of Howard University, 
and Angelo Heradon. 

During the conference, a seminar was devoted to the 
subject, "The Role of the Negro Church in Solving the 
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Social and Economic Problems of Negro Youth- The 
leader of the sacninar was Herbert M %»•**. « 
£ School ! «f Religion, Bishop" M^^ 

KT,^ 6 ,^ disCUssion we « Harold £ 
la.£ School of Religion, Howard University, and Jam* 

£e Rev C^ S ig T V r t UDi0D U "*«E 
l be Rev. C. E. Queen, pastor of the Leigh Street Metfl 

odist Church, also pronounced an invocation 

At one sessiom of the Richmond conference, W F 
Richardson, of the National Association for the Ad 
vancernent of Colored People, presided. The NAACP 
national headquarters had a full-page advertisement in 
the souvenir program. 

The SNYC had a Communist affiliate known as the 
Association of Young Writers and Artists. The associa 
two was dedicated to "stimulating and encouraging in- 
dividual and group expression in the fields of art b V 
Negro youth, increasing the means whereby the finest 
cultura contributions of Negro youth may be made 
available to the general public . . > Toward this end 
the association conducted an essay contest on the sub- 
ject, What is your interpretation of the novel 'Free- 
dom Road' by Howard Fast?" 

The secretary of the Association of Young Writers 
and Artists was Louis E. Burnham, Communist Party 
Negro leader who numbered among his later Communist 
activities an instructorship in the Jefferson School of 
social Science and membership on the board of direc- 
tors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund 

The honorary members of the Association of Younc 
Writers and Artists read like a roster of distinguished 
cllow travelers. Among the honorary members were 
the following: Louis Adamic, Countee Cullen, WEB 
DuBois, Oscar Hammerstein, W. C. Handy, Langston 
Hughes, Canada Lee, Rayford W. Logan, Carey Mc- 
Vlilliams, Dorothy Parker, Pearl Primus, and Kenneth 
Spencer. (People's Daily World, Oct. 2, 1944 p 5) 
James W. Ford rushed back to report to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party on the Richmond 
conference of the SNYC (The Negro and the Demo- 
craiw Front, p. 113-119) His enthusiasm was unbound- 
ed. The Communist Party had made a new and deeper 
penetration into the South. 

William Z. Foster has recently made the following 
glowing appraisal of the work and influence of the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress: 

Most important was the united front Southern 
Negro Youth Congress . . . Leaders in this organiza- 
tion were Edward Strong, James W. Ford, James 
Jackson, Henry Winston, Louis Burnbam, and Esther 
Cooper ... in 1946, when it held its seventh conven- 
*■"- :r. i:*, oui-oi-tne-way Southern city of Columbia, 
South Carolina, 1,000 delegates were present . . . 
The S.N.Y.C. was the most important movement ever 
conducted by Negro youth. It pioneered many of 
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the constructive developments now taking place in 
the South . . . (The Negro People in American His- 
tory, p* 486) 
The Southern Negro Youth Congress was liquidated 

in 1948. The days of the People's Front were over, at 

least for the time being. 

Southern Conference for Hum«n Welfare 

The first big penetration of the Communist Party 
into the South came with the launching of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare in November 1938. 
The launching took place in Birmingham, Alabama, 
with the blessings of the White House. Eleanor Roose- 
velt was the principal speaker. 

On November 22, 1938, Mrs. Roosevelt, addressing 
the conference said: "The eyes of the world are upon 
us . . . The future of democracy rests with the nation's 
youth. Face the question with open minds and above 
all make sure a thing is true before accepting it as true. 
On this alone can we stake our hopes for democracy." 
(Report of Proceedings of the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, p. 29) # 

Franklin D. Roosevelt sent a letter to the Birmingham 
conference, in which he said: "... if you steer a true 
course and keep everlastingly at it, the South will long 
be thankful for this day." (ibid, p. 2) 

Paul Crouch, John Donovan, James Jackson, Robert 
F. Hall, and Don West — all Communist Party members 
—manipulated the conference from behind the scenes. 
William Z. Foster writes with unusual modesty: "Com- 
munist influence was strong in the S.C.H.W. from the 
start and this was reflected in the advanced program 
it adopted." (The Negro People in American History, 
p. 487) 

The first president of the SCHW was Frank P. Gra- 
ham, then president of the University of North Carolina. 
Later presidents were John B. Thompson (of the High- 
lander Folk School seminar) and Clark ForemaD (now 
director of the Communist-controlled Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee). Throughout most of its exist- 
ence, which extended down to 1948, James A. Dom- 
browski was administrator of the SCHW. 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities 
had something to do with the liquidation of the SCHW, 
but the decisive factor in its demise was the switch from 
the wartime honeymoon of the Washington-Moscow 
axis to the Cold War. 

Under date of March 29, 1944, the Dies Committee 
dubbed the SCHW a Communist front, and in a special 
report of the Committee on Un-American Activitias, 
dated June 12, 1947, the following indictment of the 
SCHW was made: 

Careful examination of its oflicial publication and 
its activities will disclose that the conference is being 
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used in devious ways to further basic Soviet and 
Communist policy. Decisive and kty posts are b 
most instances controlled by persons whose record £ 
feithful to the line of the Communist Part/and I t£ 

Soviet Union, (p. 1) ; "" 

In a 1954 report, the Senate Internal Security Sub- 
commntee reached the following unanimous conclusion 
The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was con- 
ceived, financed, and set up by the Communist Party in 
1938 as a mass organization to promote communism 
throughout the Southern States." (p. v ) 

Southern Conference Education*! Fund 

Attention has already been called to the- fact that the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare metamor- 
phosed into the Southern Conference Educational Fund 
in the middle of 1948. In the shift from one name to 
trie other, the organization maintained the same head- 
quarters, the same telephone number, the same publi- 
cation, and the same executive director. 

The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee reported 
m 1954 that "an objective study of the entire record 
compels the conclusion that the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc., is operating with substantially 
the same leadership and purposes as a predecessor 
oigamzation, the Southern Conference for Human Wel- 
fare." By "the same leadership and purposes," the Sen- 
ate Committee meant that the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, like the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, was "a mass organization to promote Com- 
munism throughout the Southern states." 

Much has already been said about Aubrey Williams 
president, and James A. Dombrowski, executive direc- 
tor, of the Southern Conference Educational Fund It 
may be added that the names of both Williams and 
Uv,i;>i o\vski were attached to the brief amid curiae 
which was submitted to the United States Supreme 
Court, October, 1955, Term, on behalf of the Com- 
munist Party, U. S. A. Their support of this brief 
anud curiae, written with a typical Communist flair, 
sufficiently reveals the idealogical position of these two 
principal officials of the SCEF. 

As has already been indicated, the Southern Confer- 
ence Educational Fund exerts a commanding influence 
in the South today, and is in the vanguard of the pro- 
Commumst integration forces. The principal function 
ot the Southern Conference Educational Fund is to 
serve as a bridge between the Communist Party on the 
one hand and misguided Southern Liberals on the other 
band. In this function, it has been remarkably suc- 
cessful. 3 

National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People 

A special word concerning the NAACP is necessary 
i his organization is not a Communist front 
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The NAACP has published a pamphlet by its Assist- 
ant Field Secretary, Herbert Hill, entitled "The Com- 
munist Party— Enemy of Negro Equality." This pam- 
phlet is a devastating indictment of Communist views 

and tactics on the Negro question. 

In a foreword to the pamphlet by Herbert Hill, Roy 
Wilkins correctly appraises the Communist interest in 
the Negro question, as follows: "Far from being sincere 
about doing something for Negro rights, the Commun- 
ists use the Negro merely as a pawn in the Soviet cam- 
paign against the United States and the western world." 
On the other hand, it must be observed that the 
NAACP has been a prime objective of Communist 
penetration and, in numerous instances, prominent in- 
dividuals connected with the NAACP have succumbed 
to the appeals of the Communist-front apparatus. Proof 
that the NAACP has been troubled with the problem of 
Communist penetration is to be found in a resolution 
adopted at the 1956 annual NAACP convention, which 
reads «* follows: "As in the past, the Association will 
employ every reasonable measure in keeping with demo- 
cratic organizational principles to prevent the endorsers, 
the supporters and defenders of the Communist con- 
spiracy from joining or participating in any way in the 
work of the NAACP." 

On November 11, 1957, the New York Times re- 
ported that the NAACP had rejected the membership 
application of Benjamin J. Davis, New York state chair- 
man of the Communist Party, and had declined a gift 
of $50 offered by Davis. 

The foregoing statements and actions of the leaders 
of the NAACP appear to be clear and decisive, but 
they tell only half of the story. The other half of the 
story is that many of the leaders of the NAACP have 
been unusually susceptible to joining, supporting, and 
defending the front organizations of the Communist 
conspiracy. . 

The indisputable truth of the matter is that the 
leaders of the NAACP, taken as a whole, have been 
extraordinarily soft toward the Communist conspiracy. 
In the so-called anti-Communist resolution adopted 
at the San Francisco convention in 1956, there would 
appear to be a big loophole in the phrase, "every rea- 
sonable measure in keeping with democratic organiza- 
tional principles." Obviously, "democratic organization- 
al principles" do not prevent a person from holding high 
position in the NAACP and high position in a Com- 
munist organization at one and the same time. 

Two examples of NAACP officials who are currently 
prominent in the affairs of Communist organizations will 
illustrate the interlocking of the NAACP and the Com- 
munist apparatus. 

Andrew D. Weinberger, a national vice-president of 
the NAACP, is listed as treasurer on the 1957 letterhead 
of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, one of the 
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most active Communist organizations in the United 
States at the present time. 

John Wesley Dobbs, a national vice-president of the 
NAACP, is a member of the board of directors of the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, the most influ- 
ential Communist organization currently operating in 
the South. Mr. Dobbs was a guest of honor at a 1957 
meeting of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. 
He was also a signer of the brief amici curiae submitted 
to the IT. S. Supreme Court on behalf of the Communist 
Party in the fall of 1955. 

It may be enlightening to give some totals which indi- 
cate the extent to which the top leadership of the 
NAACP has given aid and comfort to the Communist- 
front apparatus. Listed on the current letterheads of 
the NAACP are the names of 236 different national 
officers. One hundred forty-five (or more than 61 per- 
cent) of these individuals have been involved, in one 
way or another, with Communist enterprises, for a 
grand total of 2,200 affiliations of public record. Forty- 
>.a w i.icit NAACP national officers have had one or 
two Communist affiliations; 99 have had 3 or more 
such affiliations; 52 have had 10 or more; and 46 have 
had 15 or more. 

At this point, I present a tabulation of the names of 
the NAACP national officers whose Communist affilia- 
tions number 1 5 or more, together with the number of 
such affiliations for each individual. 

Edward L. Parsons (Protestant Episcola bishop). 108 

Robert \V. Kenny (California attorney) 101 

v ■■ j T..i:.:-j Shipler (Protestant Episcopal clergy- 
man ) 76 

F'ir! B Di Person (Chicago attorney) 65 

RogL't N. Baldwin (American Civil Liberties Union) 64 

John Holland Lathrop (Unitarian clergyman) 62 

Algernon D. Black (Society for Ethical Culture 

li«Ja-) 50 

Veil VVyc'V Brooks (author) 59 

Freda Kirch wey (editor of The Nation) 59 

Eleanor Roosevelt 56 

Bartley Crum (San Francisco attorney) 56 

George L. Paine (Protestant Episcopal clergyman )._ 50 

Henry Hitt Crane (Methodist clergyman) : 46 

May. Lerner (newspaper columnist and professor)...- 43 

Channing H. Tobias (Methodist clergyman) 43 

James H. Wolfe (chief justice of Utah Supreme 

Court) 43 

Osmond X Fraenkel (New York attorney) 41 

Arc Ivh ;..,!<: V i^Leish (poet and university professor) 38 

~ '" 38 
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Reinbold Niebuhr (clergyman and theological 
professor) 



34 
33 



Roscoe Dunjee (Oklahoma newspaper editor)— 
Benjamin E. Mays (college president and clergyman) 31 

- ■ - ,30 

_ 29 

.. 29 



Edwin McNeill Poteat (Baptist clergyman) . 

George S. Counts (university professor) 

William Lloyd Imes (Presbyterian clergyman). 
Rufus E. Clement (university president and 
clergyman) 



Lewis S. Gannett (newspaper columnist) ... 



27 

26 

Oscar Hammerstein II (theatrical lyrics writer) — 25 

John Hammond (businessman) 23 

S. Ralph Harlow (college professor and clergyman) 23 

Henry W. Hobson (Protestant Episcopal bishop) 23 

Albert Sprague Coolidge (university professor) 22 

22 
20 
20 
19 
19 
19 
19 
16 
15 
15 



Edward L. Young (physician) 

Hubert T. Delany (New York attorney). 

Horace M. Kallen (educator). 



Albert C. Dieffenbach (Unitarian clergyman) 

Frank Kingdon (Methodist clergyman) 

Loren Miller (Los Angeles attorney) 

Norman Thomas (socialist leader) 

Albert E. Barnett (theological professor, clergyman) 

H. Claude Hudson (Los Angeles educator) 

Henry Smith Leiper (Presbyterian clergyman) 

Below are given the names of a number of Communist 
organizations (selected at random) and under each 
organization the names of the NAACP national officers 
who have been affiliated with it: 

African Aid Committee 



Earl B. Dickerson 
George L. Paine 
Stephen G21 Spottswood 



Benjamin E. Mays 
Harry T. Perm 
W. J. Walls 



American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 



Frank 



bcniiior; 



p odolph (labor union president) 

o-.^n, (university president, ex-U. S. 



G. Bromley Oxnam (Methodist bishop) 

John Haynes Holmes (Unitarian clergyman) 
W. I. Wails (Methodist bishop) 



Roger N. Baldwin 
Algernon Black 
Van Wyck Brooks 
George S. Counts 
Earl B. Dickerson 
Frank P. Graham 
Henry W. Hobson 
William Lloyd Imes 
John Howland Lathrop 
Max Lemer 
Arthur J. Mandell 
Remhold Niebuhr 
Edward L. Parsons 
Guy Emery Shipler 
W. J. Walls 



Viola W. Bernard 
Jane M. Bolin 
Rufus E. Clement 
Henry Hitt Crane 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
S- Ralph Harlow 
John Haynes Holmes 
Robert W. Kenny 
W. Appleton Lawrence 
Archibald MacLeish 
Benjamin E. Mays 
George L. Paine 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
Channing H. Tobias 
James H. Wolfe 
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American league for Peace and Democracy 



Roger N. Baldwin 
Morris L. Ernst 
Lewis S. Gannett 
William Lloyd Imes 
Max Lerner 
A. Philip Randolph 
Guy Emery Shipler 
Roy Wilkins 



Van Wyck Brooks 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
Frank P. Graham 
Robert W. Kenny 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
Channing H. Tobias 
L. Bradford Young 



American Youth Congress 



Roger N. Baldwin 

Mrs. Samuel McCrae Cavert 

Earl B. Dickerson 

Max Lerner 

A Philip Randolph 
Guy Emery Shipler 



Norman Thomas 
Algernon D. Black 
George S. Counts 
John Rowland Lathrop 
Archibald MacLeish 
Eleanor Roosevelt 



George N. Shuster 
Citizens Emergency Conference for interracial Unity 



Algernon U. Black 
Harry Bragg 
Hubert T. Delany 
Osmond K. Fraenket 
John A. Morsell 
C. B. Powell 
Guy Emery Shipler 



Channing H. Tobias 
Jane M. Bolin 
Maurice A. Dawkins 
Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Max Lerner 
Myles A. Paige 
Jawn Sandifer 



Geoige N. Shustei 



Civil Rights Congress 



^■.■ . M Bo' •- 

Eiiii B. Dickerson 
James K in ton 
. ' ■ . 'A' JT.enny 
hei:jns.:.a E. Mays 
1 <>v-r- McNeill Poteal 



Rufus E. Clement 
Roscoe Dunjee 
H. Claude Hudson 
Arthur J. Mandell 
Edward L. Parsons 
James H. Wolfe 



Communist Party Schools 



B.jrtle* drum 
l?0 ^ '"Vrkerson 

u-rn'- .J K Fraenkel 
i or;-. Miller 



Hubert T. Delany 
Albert C. Dieffenbacb 
Robert W. Kenny 
Edward L. Parsons 



Council on African Affairs 



Aiperfior. D. Black 

":'- ■•; 1 ! i'.]:' r<- 
Ro^oe ij^njet 
^\"i]i' in I 'i. ' lines 
Channina H. Tobias 



Jane M. Bolin 
Earl B. Dickerson 
John Hammond 
Arthur B. Spingarn 
Robert C. Weaver 



tmerqency Civil liberties Committee 



Farl 

p.* 



, Hi:: Crane 

B. Dickerson 

•• w. Kenny 

; R.-dding 



Andrew D. Weinberger 
Hubert T. Delany 
John Wesley Dobbs 
Edwin McNeill Poteat 
Guy Emery Shipler 
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End 41m Crow In Baseball Committee 



Algernon D. Black 


Oscar Hammerstein, 11 1 


John Howland Lathrop 


C. B. Powell 


Eleanor Roosevelt 


Channing H. Tobias 


International Labor Defense 


Roger N. Baldwin 


Earl B. Dickerson 


Roscoe Dunjee 


Osmond K. Fraenkel 


Frank P. Graham 


Oscar Hammerstein, 11 


William Lloyd Imcs 


Robert W. Kenny 


John Howland Lathrop 


Archibald MacLeish 


Arthur J. Mandell 


Benjamin E. Mays 


George L. Paine 


C. B. Powell 


A. Philip Randolph 


Lillian Smith 


Channing H. Tobias 


Ruth Weyand 


National Committee to 


Abolish the Poll Tax 


Rufus E. Clement 


Channing H. Tobias 


Frank P. Graham 


Harry Emerson Fosdick 


Mordecai W, Johnson 


Henry W. Hobson 


G. Bromley Oxnam 


Robert W. Kenny i 


A. Philip Randolph 


Edward L. Parsons 


Eleanor Roosevelt 1 


National Federation for 


Constitutional Liberties 


Algernon D, Black 


Van Wyck Brooks ] 


Rufus E. Clement 
Henry Hitt Crane 


Albert Sprague Coolidge 

Bartley Cram i 


Osmond K. Fraenkel 


Lloyd Garrison 


Frank P. Graham 


Harry J. Greene 


S. Ralph Harlow 


Harrison Hires 


Henry W. Hobson 


William Lloyd Imes 


Carl B. Johnson 


Mordecai W. Johnson 


Freda Kirchwey 


John Howland Lathrop 


Max Lemer • 


Alfred Baker Lewis 


Arthur J. Mandell 


Benjamin E. Mays 1 


James J. McClendon 


Karl A. Menninger 


G. Bromley Oxnam 


George L. Paine 


Edward L. Parsons 


Edwin McNeill Poteai 


Sidney R. Redmond 


Guy Emery Shipler 


Arthur B. Spingarn 


Channing H. Tobias 


Willard S. Townsend 


James H. Wolfe 


National Negi 


'o Congress 


Mrs. Ernest Alexander 


Jane M. Bolin 


Ralph J. Bunche 


Earl B. Dickerson 


H. Claude Hudson 


Sidney A. Jones, Jr. 


Robert W. Kenny 


Alfred Baker Lewis 1 


Loren Miller 


L. Pearl Mitchell 


Henry Lee Moon 


T. G, Nutter 


Tarea H. Pittman 


A. Philip Randolph 


Louis L. Redding 


Eleanor Roosevelt 


Norman Thomas 


J. M. Tinsley 


W. J, Walls 


Robert C. Weaver 
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Southern Conference Education*! Fund 



Albert E. Barnett 
Rufus E. dement 
John Wesley Dobbs 
Roland B. Grttelsobo 
John Hammond 
Westley W. U* 
C. Herbert Marshall 
James M. Nabrit, Jr. 
T. G. Nutter 
Louis L. Redding 
Eleanor Roosevelt 



C. Austin Whittier 
Daisy Bates 
Bail B. Dickeraon 
Roscoe Duajee 
Amos T. Hall 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
Arthur J. Mandell 
Benjamin E. Mays 
Reinhotd Niebuhr 
Harry T. Perm 
Frederick E. Reissig 
W. J. Walls 



Southern Conference for Human Welfare 




Rufus E. Clement 
Roscoc Dunjee 
James Hinton 
Freda Kirch wey 
A. Philip Randolph 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
f.ipi'iST. Giii %ojtswood 



John Wesley Dobbs 
Frank P. Graham 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
Benjamin E. Mays 
Frederick E. Reissig 
Lillian Smith 
Chanru'ng H- Tobias 



Southern Negro Youth Congress 



Rufus E. Clement 
Oscar Hammerstein, II 
A. Philip Randolph 



Roscoe Dunjee 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
Eleanor Roosevelt 

I M Tin«T*v 



Testimonial Dinner in Honor of Ferdinand C. Smith 

Hubert 7\ Delany Robert C. Weaver 

Freda Kircbwey Roscoe Dunjee 

Charming H. Tobias Myles A. Paige 

Wklard S. Townsend 
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Roscoe Dunjee 



Benjamin E. Mays 
Robert W. Kenny 



W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee 
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Van Wyck Brooks 
Henry Hitt Crane 
Roscoe Dunjee 
Benjamin E, Mays 
F<&derick E. Reissig 




James H. Wolfe 
W. Montague Cobb 
Earl B. Dickerson 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
George L. Paine 
W. J. Walls 
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Your letter postmarked September 26, 1958, 
with its enclosures, has been received and the active 
which prompted your communication is appreciated. 

In the event you secure any additional 
data which you believe to be of interest to this 
Bureau , you may desire to communicate directly with 
the Special Agent in Charge of our Memphis Office 
located at 1104 Sterick Building, Memphis 3, 
Tennessee. 




MA(LE£> 

OCT 2 

COMM. 



VAX 1 

- 1958 I 



1 - Memphis 
NOTE TO SAC r 



(Enclosure) 

MEMPHIS: 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED" 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED * 
DATE_Jk£LBY_2K" 



<Tmi 



Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's &H 
communication. Bufiles reflect that correspondent 
wrote to the Bureau on 3-21-52 in a vague and nonspecific 
manner advising he would write again to the Bureau. w 
The receipt of his letter was acknowledged and he 
was requested to contact your office if he had any 
information within the bureau's, jurisdiction. Copies 
of this correspondence were furni-sfieif your office. 
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^(NOTE TO SAC H 

ers 
4) (SEE NOTE ON YELLQ5i-£AGE 2) 



(MJfrlliUEft.QN PAGE 2) 
YET. 

§0 OCT 9 
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yoTg TO SAC. HSMPigS CPCTIWEP: :. "* - , . ^* V " ;'; ■_ 

r - Correspondent enclosed with his letter a 
copy of the j^i^nlet^" Communism and the NAACP" which, 
contains te sTi fed ny Vp res eh t ed "By Dr . J . B . Ma thews ; ■'* 
at a public hearing of the Florida Legislation . , - ,,.-. . 
Investigation Committee at Tallahassee, Florida, on 
2-10-58, The pamphlet bears a notation that it." is ■_/'.''■ 
published by tnej^eor^ia. Commission _on Education, 
220 Agriculture Bu\lding, 19 Hunter Street, Southwest, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia.\The pamphlet <lea Is primarily * 
with CP programs regarding tne "ftegro question? 
CP program to infiltrate noncommunist organizations 
and various CP- satellite organizations "launched ; * 
by the Communist Party especially for Negroes.". 
It further indicates that while the NAACP "is not a "*.■■ 
communist front" the leaders of the NAACP "taken as '■■■". 
a whole, have been extraordinarily soft towards 
the communist conspiracy." (105-52615) 

Correspondent also enclosed a four-page ,:? 
folder printed by the Georgia Commission on. .»._,: u 
Education which related to the Labor Day,(f?57, ^ L * 
meeting held at th e^Highlander Folk School ^(KFSX. 
Mo n t e a g 1 e , Tennessee"; ! " ; r— ^ - , ' 






■$.;/< 



The above material has heen afforded .. V." - 
extremely wide circulation particularly throughout 
the South and has previously been brought to the '-;"-- 
attention of the Bureau as well as to y°iir off ice* ;.■ 
The IIFS due to its interracial character has been the 
subject of numerous past allegations that it represents 
the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee. 
These allegations, however, have never been substantiated 
V - ■> r. ■.-,/. ^'.:jj- -■;/■;■; J. .. - (61-7511-210) ■,,--'- 

This data is furnished for your information. . 
■ '-"\._C = -■ ■■'•.-,,^ --:.; x -^; ; v ; . t ;; > ^..''.,; ■:;■..-,-. ^ ~ <: ;-,.- ;■$-> 

NOTE ON YELLOW : - v ?: :'- : \\',. .; . ' •".,.- .'■■-..* ;\- ' ..■■^'■^ 

#V Correspondent advised there has been a 
lot of talk about the HFS and that it is a communist ' 
school. He states he knows hothirig about it but the 
Bureau "can tell more when you read this paper." 
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ASHEVILLE CITIZEN TimES 




RBHEVILLE, N.C. 

December 23,1953 



Mr. 


Tolsoa_ 


Mr. 


Belmont 


Mr. 


Moh/ 


Mr. 




Mr. 


Mr. 


If'sa. 


Mr. 


Tunm.._ 


Mr. 


IVuLter- 


Mr. 


W.C.S11II 



Tele. Eo»m_ 

Mr. Holfcmai 
Miss 0a|dy_ 

f 
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■ .r. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Feoerrl Bureau of Investigation, 

V'ashington, D.C. 



Dear Ilr. Hoover:- 



' O 



A publication entitled "Highlande r Folk School" 
has reached my desk, it was sent out by tHe He o rg i a "C ofaim i S S 1 6M 
on Education, Atlanta, and discusses what it calls the Communist 
trsininr school at Mont eagle, Tenn. f 



If there is such a communist undertaking there, 
it is a matter of public concern, I join in that concern. 

This is to inquire if you have any specific 
information on the school. I'd appreciate hearinr from you. 




I am 



t/ith thanks and the good wishes of the season, 



7 A 



i 
n 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Sincerely yours, 
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December 31, 1958 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED ;X 
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I have received your letter of December 3S, 1958, 
end appreciate the interest which prompted yoa to write me. I am 
interacting one of my representatives in your area to contact yoa 
1b the near future relative to your inquiry. 

*"■■.■ 

It -wis thoughtful of you to extend your Season** 
Hngs, an*! yoa have my very best wishes for every possible 
68 during the New Tear* to 







Sincerely yours, 

2* Edgar Hooves 



oof 
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z^sS^fe-' 



I^Toinchool Is supported primarily by donatlc 
\fcor, unions, offers courses of instruction in labor 
imics and the general field o^/^di^^|a^It has had 
and hakiollowedlhe practice of securing communist 
t^rofto^tojrsefltof instruction in 'com man torn nor 
i^ded Ini^^Wteji^ of this schoolR>ue to Its 
■* ■■;«.- *#• ** haf teea'ihe' -Subject ef many paSt^*llegations, 

f^Qftfr^f^f^yr^ft »» substantiated, that it represents the headquarters for 
AH^tlUtnlttAL "^anessee, (NOTE CONT'D ON NEXT PAGE) 
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NOTE CONTINu ^ 
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NOTE: 




Le s* reflect Bigluander Folk School > 

Tlesearch (Crime Records)*} . . _ 
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L3 Deleted under exemotion(s) v - > ^ - / J 



Deleted under exemption(s) V -^V / _* ^__ with no segregable 

material available for release to yon. 

[Zl Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 

1 I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

[ I Documents) originating with the following government agency (ies) , 



, was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Mr. Tam.. 
Mr. Trot'er... 
Y/.C.Sulli 

. Room 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE Q\*\v\ BY^jgsgg 




Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D«C« 

Dear Mr. Boover, 

I have just finished reading your great book, Maters of JJeceit, and feel that my 
congratulations to you on your wonderful work are long overdue .You and your organi- 
zation are our greatest assest in our fight on communism. I am greatly disturbed by 
"VAnf.f? taking place all over our country and particularly in Alabama. 

The northern liberals have made the situation in Montgomery a cause celebre and 
Martin Luther King andther Ghqndi, The people there have been extremely tolerant of 
his activities and the restraint that most of them have shown is to be admired. The 
situation here in the South is fast becoming intolerable and the ones of us who have 
always considered ourselves moderates and have tried to help the negro progress (in 
the framework of his own society) are becoming alarmed* 

I last year I received a copy of a set 
of pictures made by a ^photographer from Georgia who went to the Labor Day weekend work- 
shop at the notorious Highlander Folk School at Monteagle. I am sure you have a'ctfpy 



of the same report which was sent to me by the Attorney General of Alabama, ill of the 




ne?r 
/ 



;roes, or most of them, who have been leaders in the racial troubles here, were there f >* 
/ Rosa^Rarks of the Montgomery bus Jooycott, M.tVW^ng, Gomillion of Tuskegee Institute and-^ 

l m' 



tin* was sitting next to AbnajVBerry. Peoplib^are bound to take on the color of their 
associates and in this case it is decidedly redl ^ / ■ / ^ SJ "■- // - c7<? £ 



There are very few people in the United 5tetes who have any idea what the High- 



lander Folk School is or what it is doing. 



& 8 JH| 1519S9 

• The northern liberals in 



their rabid desire 



for the negro vote have evidently overlooked the red influence in the negro movement or 



have chosen to igaore it» 



1 










I have been told by a reliable county official at Tuskegee that out of the known com- 
munists in Alabama, about two-thirds of them are at the Institute* I am sure that you know 
the correct figures but it is distressing to know that communist doctrine is being taugfct 
to the colored youth of state. The Institute is the darling of the liberals as well as the 
KAACP, and they and the northern press attack^the South for our stand on integration on 
one hand while they cover up their own racial faults with the other. 

My frustration knows no bounds when I see communism creeping so cleverly into every 
facet of our lives and people so indifferent "f&JRjw r n i ' i 'H HdMMBd Bc to it or so ignorant* 
Again, my congratulations to you for your excellent work in trying to edicae our people 
to the dangers of subversion* 

Sincerely, 
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J^iL^ Dear, 








Your letter was received on January 5> 
1959, and I certainly appreciate your kind comments 
about "Masters of Deceit" and our efforts in combating 
communism. Thank you very much for giving me the 
benefit of your views. f.eri&iiiing to racial natters i* veto 



"t«u 



Sincerely yours. 



£*i Edgar^Hooveg 



^ 




Highlander 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record on ^^^^_ lne „.„ mail 
Folk School, mentioned in her letter, is suppled primarily by 
donations from individuals and labor unions affl offers courses of 
JSffi°Z ln *? ° T m * ai * M <". ^ial economic and le gSeral 
Jollowed the practice of securing communists as Starts. 4rfls 

These allegations have neve»)«feVh substantiated. (61-7511-210) 
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UNITED S'— 

TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)*- . ^ pATEi 1/23/59 




ftSff^^Y-nQB^'' • SAC, KNOXVILLK (61-12) 

, -^ , subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

^■.£*£S is - c 

■■£■ ■ ■. --"&'"*"-■'"- ••-■» * 







The Knoxville Office received through the mail the 
^lclosed literature which jL^ described as follows: 

Letter dated January 1959^a^tfre^TSefJ to "Dear Friem 
" • and signed MYLES^MORTON, with a 3 X 5 card for 
,H soliciting of futfds for the Highlander Folk School 






Bureau. 



A Highlander report dated 10/1/57 to 9/30/58 

The above is being furnished for the information of the 
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4ilGtlLANljili)LK SCHOOL 




MONTEAGLE ^ ANNIVERSARY^ TENNESSEE 

January, 1959 



Dear Friend: 

Mrs. Mary Davis has been calling every day about a Literacy and 
Citizenship School for her people. On three of the Sea Islands other 
Highlander students are giving guidance to their neighbors in reading 
so they can qualify for voting in South Carolina. Similar appeals 
repeatedly come from Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. 

The people who turn to Highlander after doing what they can to 
help themselves, would turn directly to you if you were known to them. 
We have gone as far as we can, gladly foregoing salaries when 
necessary, and must pass these requests on to you. 

We are calling on you to do a very special job which only you can 
do. One of the foundations which has made generous grants for the past 
six years has about exhausted its resources and we are faced with the 
immediate and urgent need of making up this loss or curtailing a 
§§ program that should be expanded. 

^ » One supporter has asked fifty personal friends to contribute. He 

M signed and sent out in his own envelope a letter we mimeographed, a 

;| piece of Highlander literature, and a business reply envelope addressed 

; |j to Highlander. On most of the letters he added a personal note affirm- 

% ing his own support and expressing the hope that they would join him. 

:jt Contributions from his friends came directly to the School and were 

% acknowledged by us. Others learning of this plan asked for letters and 

jjj enclosures, and their friends are also responding. 

•g If you will do likewise, our loss can be replaced with individual 

jg contributions. Every dollar received can be used directly for 

^- education, since thanks to you there will be practically no fund 

H raising costs. 

M This we know is not an ordinary request but these are not ordinary 

% times here in the South, and after all your friends might welcome an 

8| invitation to share in your and our efforts. Let us know on the 

y$. enclosed card how many letters you can use. We must tell Mrs. Davis 

:^v something soon. 



Sincerely yours, 



/~/i_ 




Wrrloa Wn'rr.rin 



JAN 21 1959 
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October 1, 1957 - September 30, 1958 



26th ANNUAL REPORT 

Highlander Folk School — Monteagle, Tennessee 



»® 



"A Young Man Came to 
Our Mountain • . ." 

May Justus, Trustee of Highlander Folk School, 
author of 38 children's books of life and legends in the 
'"- • c -.-,-.J:y Mountains, the latest of which is LETS 
PLAY AND SING, published by Broadway Press, Nash- 
ville, is also a teacher and honored civic leader. Miss 
Justus lives in the community of Summerfield in which 
the Highlander Folk School is located. Last Spring, the 
children and teachers of Summerfield School dedicated 
their annual to May Justus, "who is loved and cherished 
i>y ail wfto know her." 

|r> introducing Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt to people who 
had gathered at Highlander from many southern states 
♦i Iv.^r the former first lady in June, 1958, Miss Justus 
sutii: 

"We welcome to our mountain top today a person 
vho comes to us not as a stranger but as a friend . . . 
This friendship goes back to the time of the great de- 
nression when Mrs. Roosevelt and her husband were in 
l'hc While House and when the New Deal was help and 
hop; tc us . . . We happened to be one of the poorest 
counties in Tennessee in a material way, and we, who 
are older, remember those days and the blessings that 
came to us through Mr. Roosevelt's New Deal ... I 
nui nut sure how many years ago or just at what point 
in the histor) 1 of Highlander that Mrs. Roosevelt met 
Mylcs Honon, but I know that it was in the early days 
nf -ts cr niggle. It was while Mr. Roosevelt was getting 
i ...■ v-m- tv ;ii underway that a young man came to our 
mountain who had dedicated his life to the proposition 
that all men should be free and equal in opportunity 
regardless of race or color or creed. He dedicated this 
school to this purpose . . .** 




TENNESSEE'S OWN MAY JUSTUS 



MylCK H orion, Higuiaader't founder and director, photographed during Worltihop Sett ion, 
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What Do They Mean When They Talk Abouf Segregation?" 

A "MARK TWAIN"" AT HIGHLANDER 

Hairy Golden, humorist, Editor of the Caro- 
la Israelite, and author of ONLY IN AMER- 
)A of current best-seller fame, described to 
ighlandcr's June Workshop participants his 
50LDEN RULES" for ending segregation 
eluding his "vertical plan," his "white-baby 
an" and his "out-of-order plan." Amidst 
ughtcr and applause for his wit and satire, he 
riivcrcd this serious message: 

"What do they mean when they talk about 
cial segregation? Do you think they mean a 
egro child going or not going to a white 
hool? Nonsense. Nonsense. ... It means, 
y friends, death. D-E-A-T-H. That is what 

means. Nine Negro women die in childbirth 
i the South to every one white woman who 
es in childbirth. That is what segregation 
eans ... It means death. These are the au- 
■cntic agurci: tuberculosis which is 11th as a 
iuse of death among the whites is 6econd as a 
iusc of death among the Negroes. That is what 
means. Racial segregation! Do you know 
.hat an evil that is? It involves death; it in- 
>lves people who die when they shouldn't be 
/ins. That is what racial segregation is. Don't «i joO WILL SAY THAT THIS WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE TO BE AT 

t tW fcirf vmi ahout the social classes The HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL - SOMETHING I WILL ALWAYS CHERISH 

t them kid you about the social classes, ine « nd hqld D£ar n Jg A v£Ry GR£AT PRIV ileGE TO BE HERE." said 

egro is not intruding when he moves into a Harry Golden, thown speaking to a Highlander audience which he held in rapt attention 

:ttex neighborhood. He is escaping; he is for an hour and 25 minute.. 

, , tV ., MRS. SEPTIMA CLARK, Highlander - * Director of Education, pictured seated, m tro- 
oping from death. d d Editor ^ 1d 





»ft to right: Fulbright Scholar Francis Manis, Chairman of the Panel 

iscussion; Mr. Alexander Bannerman, Gh»n» ; Mis* Violaine Junod, Union 

South Africa; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Laos; Mis* Nina Mangravite, 



"So Many Interesting People 
in One Place" 

The United States Department of State Ment foreign 
sitors to Highlander in May to learn of the American 
ay-of-life. Highlander presented in panel discussion: Mr. 
lexander Bannerman, Supervisor of Presbyterian Schools, 
nana; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Assistant Welfare Director, 
<os: and, under the auspices of the Phelps-Stokes Fund, 
liss Violaine Junod. Union of South Africa. Later, a 
siting professor from India spoke to workshop participants. 

Highlander was happy.Jto entertain at various times vjs- 
Drs from England-*nd from Holland who were studying 
lucational methods employed in America, the function of 
rnlth anc' welfare agencies, and the work of community 

ganizations, including 4-H Clubs. From the Netherlands 
ime a staff member of Volkshogenschool "Allardsoog" 
junded the same year as Highlander Folk School, each 



founded independently of the other, but both schools grow- 
ing out of the needs of the people. In the Netherlands, 
people sometimes refer to "Allardsoog" as the "Highlander 
of Holland" or to Highlander as the "Allardsoog" cf 
America. 

Writing later through her interpreter, one foreign visitor 
said, "We both enjoyed our visit so much, and neither of 
us can remember when we've seen so many interesting 
people in one place!" 

Other Visitors 

Amongst the steady flow of visitors to Highlander came 
the Putney Graduate School students as they studied the 
South. Problems of integration, rural electrification, coneer- 
vation of natural and human resources are concerns of these 
students, on which Highlander helps to shed light. 

National Leaders Commend Highlander . . . 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Msp. John O'Grady. Lloyd K. Garri- 
son, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt issued a statement on December 
18, 1957, condemning the attempts of Georgia's Governor Griffin, 
*"to draw from the serious and fruitful deliberations of Highlander s 
25th Anniversary Celebration sustenance for the efforts of the 
Southern racists to equate desegregation with communism," and 
called on Americans, "to join with us in subscribing to the princi- 
ples of democracy set forth in Highlander's official statement of 
policy." 

The Reverend William J. Faulkner, Minister of The Congre- 
gational Church of Park Manor, Chicago, 111., welcomed Myles 
Horton and Mrs. Septiroa Clark to his pulpit in July where they 
spoke on "Christianity in Action." In thanking the Church's Social 
Action Council for arranging the program, the Church bulletin 
said. "These two dedicated, wise and courageous spirits are in them- 
selves proponent* of Christianity in Action in our Southland, 
where it often co«tt one's job, and sometimes his life to be 
Christian in raot-rel*tion»" 







A Demonstration of Democracy 



'Conspicuous!/ Integrated" 




"The shade of dozens of tall trees contrib- 
:d to the beauty of the scene . . . Mrs. 
■oseveit made a simple, friendly address . . . 
•e audience listened in perfect silence, even 
: children seemed never to move or utter a 
jnd . . ." — Zella Armstrong, Hamilton 
■unty- Historian, at quoted iron). ihr -Crmt to.- , 
oga Xeuu-Free Press. The headline above 
t picture is quoted from the same newspaper. 



A SE 1ES OF WORKSHOPS ON CITI- 
'NSHIP AND INTEGRATION, confer- 
ees, and special programs were highlighted 
the visit in June of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

,10, speaking to a gathering of some 300 peo- 
; from almost every southern state, appealed 

• Americans to prove to the world that Democ- 
:y is a way of life which benefits all people, 
- d praised Highlander for making this Dem- 
st ration 0/ Dert,o:Tmy. 

In November, the THANKSGIVING 

'ORKSHOP brourht together 7? parents and 

identf from newly integrated southern schools. 

THE MINISTERS WORKSHOP, in De- 
' .Tiber, heard Dr. Everett Tilson, Vanderbilt 
■vinity Sch»x>l, give a lecture based on his 
ok, S<gr«£j:ior. and The Bible. Ministers 
d a group of theological students, preparing 
r rhe mini try i>i the South, came to grips 
th this v.tr.' ethical problem dominating the 
uthern scene today: segregation. 

Southern leaders and the Highlander Execu- 
^t Council planned, in January, the series of 
'ORKSHOr-S ON CITIZENSHIP AND IN- 
EGRATION which followed in the spring and 
mmer. 

In March, social workers met with Alice 

;bb. Director of Sociology and Rural Work, 
arritt Collcgt, and with Highlander Staff to 

an prograty for people working with social 
encies a?id in community organizations in the 
luth. 

Also <> M»rch. the fifth annual COLLEGE 
EEKEND WORKSHOP discussed "Build- 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SEGRE- 
ATION was discussed in the May Workshop. 
•ofe«wr Franci 1 Manis, Fulbright Scholar, and 
rs. Septima Clark, Highlander's Director of 
iucation. were co-chairmen of this meeting. 

The June Workshop, with emphasis on 
EGISTERING AND VOTING brought to- 
:ther 60 resident participants from seven south- 
n states. 

The July WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY 
EVELOFMENT drew people from Charleston 
id from the sea islands off the coasts of South 
arolina, and from Tennessee seeking and of- 
ring v.ays of working together to build a 
immunity to meet the needs of its people. 

Adult rummer school students from Tuskegee 

isti'iire met in week-end session at Highlander 

August under the leadership of Mr. C. G. 

omul ion. 



"You are doing a pioneer work here. I know of no cither school just like this 
one. .It is very important at this time that this demonstration of democracy be made. 
We have to prove we believe in a non-Communist world that is really a democracy, 
with freedom, of opportunity." v 

■ — Mr*. Eleanor Roosevelt speaking at Highlander, June 17, 1958 



PcTCoktDT OT Drip.' 

• In September, Dr. Lewis Jones of Tuskegee, 
chairing a meeting on HUMAN ASPECTS OF 
POPULATION SHIFTS, suggested that the 
emphasis be placed cot on migrants as prob- 
lems but on the problems of migrants. 

Many thousands of persons both Negro and 
white are pulling up stakes and moving to vast 
urban centers without preparation. What north- 
e.n jonrnalists call "'clannishness" grows out of 
a need tor personal acceptance and companion- 
ship, reporting on this meeting to the National 
Conference 0/ Catholic Charities, Myles Horton 
said: 

"We should not seek to impose our unfamil- 
iar institutional ways but instead should encour- 
. . j $r peop l e j t> Jwtl.xhcn cwi Jva^s. of doing 
things ... To develop lay leadership close 
to tiie people will make it possible for people 
themselves to assume responsibility in solving 
their own problems. To borrow an example 
from our morning coffee pot, the percolator, 
rather than the drip method, will encourage 
ideas to circulate from bottom to top and top 
to bottom instead of coming from the top down. ' 

6 £ * 

Of the 657 people who participated in the 
1958 workshops and conferences, 259 were 
Negro and 398 white. A majority of the Work- 
shop participants were Negro community lead- 
ers. All but 28 persons (approximately 5%) 
were residents of the South. 

* * it 

Extension Program 

• A WORKSHOP ON REGISTERING AND 
VOTING for Charleston County. S. C. was 
planned and carried out in September by for- 
mer Highlander workshop participants from that 
area with the assistance of Mrs. Clark, High- 
lander's Director of Education. From an East 
Tennessee rural community came visitors whom 
the South Carolinian workshop organizers had 
met when both groups participated in High- 
lander's July Workshop on Community De- 
velopment. 

• JOHNS ISLAND LITERACY SCHOOL 
completed its term in February with a cere- 
mony awarding certificates to students some of 
whom, even over the age of 60, had learned 
to read and write, conduct their own business 
affairs, and qualify to vote under the instruc- 
tion of Highlander Staff Member, Miss Bernice 
Robinson of Charleston, Pictured below is the 
Johns Island School in session. Requests for 
additional literacy schools from nearby islands 
have been received by Highlander. 



Fun and Friendship 





Dr. Van Kennedy, University of California 
Professor, and Mrs. Kennedy, teacher in child- 

Earent relationships, directed three weeks of 
appy, healthy, interracial, outdoor camping for 
youngsters, age 9 through 13. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stuart Chapin, experienced in the direction of 
American Friends Service Work-Camps in Mex- 
ico, directed the work-counselor training pro- 
gram, for young men and women dedicated to 
making a contribution to the South in this time 
of great need. 

"I do want to emphasize," wrote one parent 
of campers, "what an exceptional job we feel 
all of you folks do at Highlander . . . The 
significance of race instinctively changes from 
THE FACT OF THE MATTER to A MAT- 
TER OF FACT in your beautiful atmosphere 
where ideals are a living norm . . ." 




HARRY LASKER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
CELEBRATION in September culminated a 
summer's work of cataloguing by Miss Jenelle 
Elder, who will return to Highlander next sum- 
mer after a winter of graduate work at Atlanta 
University's School of Library Service. Miss 
Elder worked under the guidance of Mr. Richard 
C.;2ii-., Xr.osvillc College Libraries. 

Also among Highlander's personnel were Miss 
Clara 'Brown, graduate of Allen University in 
Columbia, S. C., Miss Felicia Harris, who ob- 
tained her degree from Knoxville College and 
Miss Judith Gregory, who, after a year and a 
half of graduate work in the Woodrow Wilson 
Department of Foreign Affairs at the University 
of Virginia, joined the staff of the Putney Grad- 
uate School prior to coming to Highlander. 

Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe, pictured right in the 
library scene above, a native of Arkansas, be- 
came the School Manager. Mikii and J. D. 
Marlowe with their year old son, Joey, have 
settled on an adjoining farm. 



Tt: 




Highlander Committees 
At Work 

Loyal friend, and Chairman of the High* 
lander Philadelphia Committee. Mrs. Alice K. 
Liveright died in March. In her memory, Mr. 

A. I. Liveright, her husband, and other mem- 
bers of her fa-iiily and friends are sending 
contributions to Highlander. 

• • • 

Instead of the annual Spring Meeting, the 
'New York Highlander Committee held a series 
•jf parties in homes. Mrs. Septima P. Clark, 
Highlanders Director of Education, told about 
:hc work of the School. In December, Dr. John 

B. Thompson spoke at a meeting arranged by 
he New York Committee, on behalf of the 
Juarantors-for-Highlander Plan. 

• * • 

In California, there are two Highlander Com- 
hi I tees in the Bay Area. One in Palo Alto 
is headed by Mrs. Josephine Duveneck; the 
sther, in Berkeley, is headed by Mrs. Beth 
Kennedy. 

In a leaflet put out by the Berkeley Com' 
nittce, Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn, one of Anier- 
ca's great educators, said, 

"Many years ago one of my wisest friends, * 
;eacher in ethics, described a prevailing tend- 
:r.cy :- A.-r.er:r=r, bchs'.icr in the words: *W* 
♦•ave our principles in public and then waive 
hem in private. I admire Highlander because 
t 16 trying to point the way toward the cor- 
-octi«e r>f thxt T.n-al delinquency of ours as we 
.ace or evaue uimtumes at home and abroad. 

• • • 

The Chicago Highlander Committee held 
Parties and meetings throughout the year to 
txpand Highlander's circle of friends and Con- 
tibutors and to enlist new Guarantors for 
/ligh lander. Dear. B. R. Bra teal. Chairman of 
he Highlander Executive Council, spoke at a 
netting at which a report was made to the 
jui. li'iju-!.- a; i J Guarantors. 



ndians Yearn for Education 



Lilian W. Johnson Memorial 

Highlander gratefully accepts the Lilian W. 
Johnson Memorial Cabin purchased by funds 
contributed by friends of Dr. Johnson and 
money left to the School in her will. One of 
the South'* great women pioneers in educa t iona l 
fields, a founder of one college and president of 
another. Dr.. Johnson in 1932 turned over to 
Myles Horton her mountain-top home which 
today serves as the main building of Highlander 
Folk School. At the age of 90, Dr. Johnson 
wrote from Bradenton, Florida, saying, "What 
Highlander did for me was to accustom me to 
association with people of a class and a race I 
had not known before, except as they served me. 
The industrial worker, and the Negro became 
personalities in their own right. I saw beneath 
externalities, and came to have a better under- 
standing of their problems. This new attitude 
has been a great help to roe in the work here 
of organizing our interracial work for a recrea- 
tional program for Negro youth ... It is mv 
inspiration and my courage to go forward with 
this Negro work which I have received from 
Highlander . . ." 

In turn, people who study at Highlander con- 
tinue to gain inspiration and courage from the 
life and works of Dr. Lilian Wycoff Johnson, 
who died in 1956 at the age of 92. 

Community Program 

Aerial view, pictured below, of Highlander 
Folk School shows the J acre lake where peo- 
ple of the community and students find enjoy- 
ment and fellowship while fishing, swimming, 
and boating. 




Myles Horton introduces Chief Horace Rid- 

ught of the Choctaw Nation to Mrs. FDR 
■.j:h wior. they di:cv.-s educational needs of 
;,; V.:;.-.i::.;j;pi Ir.d^ir.i. 

Highlander's own Indian Markings on the 
ia:ural stone porch of the main building, 

■..■■;;h-. ..' be prc-ChvTokes by University of 
--„,.-■.■, : .rfS^-.),-ici«?' vrt photographed re- 
lt.; • t-. a hiiiiii.-uiiian institute researcher. 
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Financial Statement 
Summary 

•'H (inlander Folk School ended the fiscal 

year September 50. 1958, with an Oper- 

• z '■ ■■'■'■ i-':i: ■'. J? ^66 *4. Total Re- 

; . ..; •:... .,,. v.".- 5114,279.86 and 

ex;.cn-e* for the jcar were S77.J97.43. 

(signed) "Harry V. Herrell 

Certified Public Accountant 

Tennessee Certificate #11 57." 

Part ot this year** income was used to 

m*ke up last year's deficit. A complete 

*-.«-c.'ii ^ ? »rT-»"» ••••1' be mailed upon 



Tax Exemption Restored 



We are glad to announce that on 'December 
18, 1957, the Internal Revenue Service con- 
firmed its previous ruling that the Highlander 
Folk School is entitled to exemption from Fed- 
eral income tax and that contributions made to 
Highlander are deductible for income tax pur- 
poses. 

Wanted: 100 New Guarantors 

The Guarantors Committee which grew out 
of last year's 25th Anniversary Celebration has 
secured 160 Guarantors for Highlander. The 
Committee was formed to provide Highlander 
with a minimum monthly operating budget of 
J2.000 by enlisting 200 people who would 
pledge at least $10 a month. The Committee 
members are: 

Of. John B. Thompson, Chairman. Mrs. William Wald- 
man, Treasurer. SIS Central Avenus, wiimette, Illinois. 
Or. and Mrs. Abraham warier. Chatttnoots. Ter«e*see, 
Mrs. Sarsh Pstton Boyle, Charlottesville. Virginia. Dear) 
I. *. sranal. Atlsntt. Ceortlt. Mrs. Jeseonlne Owen- 
act Los Altos, CalMomla. Or. Cs-orte M. Cuest, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. Or, John Hops It. fUslwllle, Tennessee. 
Mr. Esau Jenkins. Charleston, South Carolina. Miss May 
Justus, Tracy City, Tennessee. Mrs. ■rue* "ami*, 
Cotden, Colorado. Mr. K»w*rt Meseham, PMIadelpnU. 
Pennsylvania. Or. and Mrs. Aisxander Msikiejohn, Berk*. 
ley, CsHtomia. Or. Wsller C. Muelder, toston Mass* 
enusetts. Mr. Wcndatl A. rarrls, Washington. C. Mr. 
CorttJ M. •uryeir. Winston-Sslem North Carol we. Mr. 
Wtieolm tost, Miami, Florida. Mr. William StU, St. 
Louis. Missouri. Mr. end Mrs. 0s»ld Stolott, Knoiyllle, 
Tinneutt. Mr. Ralph Tetfertalltr, How York, Maw York. 




FOLK SINGING, established as a symbol 
of Highlander by the late Zfiphia Horton and 
always a source of inspiration, was led by Shelby 
Flint and Guy Carawan. Shelby Flint was in- 
vited by workshop participants to lead tinging 
in Charleston, S. C, and at a Methodist Area 
Conference in Orangeburg, S. C, in late aunv 
mer. Pictured above is Guy Carawan with the 
5 string banjo, an instrument which had its 
origin in the Tennessee mountains. 



Bigotry Backfires 

While Mrs. Roosevelt was telling a High- 
lander audience that "people who are trying to 
do something new are very apt to be attacked. 
Some people hate and fear anything new . . .," 
Governor Marvin Griffin's slick-paper smear of 
, Highlander Folk School was backfiring on T. V. 
Williams. Jr., its originator. The following is 
an excerpt from an August 4, 1958, TIME 
MAGAZINE article: 

Something euphemistically celled the Oeortla Com- 
munion on Education was only a one-stenographer 
state ntn« charted with Inventing anU-lnt«treUcn 
lew* tmUl Redneck Governor Msnln OrUflD decided 
that it wet meant tor bitter thines. To the un- 
explolted office of commission executive «tcretarr. 
he appointed an ambitious, possum-shaped Atlanta 
lawyer named T. V. ifor Truman Veram Williams 
Jr.. U. Williams toon multiplied the commission 
•tar! by ten, moved Into prominent quarter* across 
the street from the state capltol. He tatted the 
letlslature mte tlvlnt him the power of subpoena, 
plenty of money for a dream? assortment ot private- 
er* equipment — loot-lens camera, wiretap recorder, 
pocket mixes, etc. — to sleuth on any dtlxen sus- 
pected of disagreeing with white-supremacy dogma. 
Finding Oeortla too imall for his ambition, he tot 
authority to spend taxpayer money publlclxlnt racial 
condition* all over the U. 8. 

Hammertoe his stock line that integration of the 
races is a Communist plot, Williams felt free to: 

• Invade neighboring Tennessee by tendlnt a state 
phototrapher Into the Highlander Folk School at 
Monteagle, use the pictures of It* Inteerated leitlons 
for a sliek-naper charge iwo.ooc copies! that It Is 
a "Communist trainlnt center.*' 

• Pass out 100,000 booklet* aimed at proving that 
N.AJt.C.P. Is Red-run. 

e) Broadcast leaflets reprinting an American Legion 
attack on the Southern Region*) Council. respecUbl*. 
old-line Atlanta Interracial aeencr. 

• Mall IcealUUc pamphlet* In support of Arkansa*' 
Racist Governor Orval Faubu* to »,000 Little Rock 
voters on the eve of their gubernatorial primary. 

• Attlrn hi* phototrapher to *neak picture* to the 
Episcopal Cathedral'* Hall of Bi»hopt In AUanta, 
where pastor* and church ladies eathered tor an 
Inteerated meetln* of the Oeortla Council of Churches. 

T. V. Williams Jr. rode bl(h and hard until this 
month, and then he swunt the ratted blade of 
bleotry atalnst the wrens people: Oeortla politician* 
. . . Suddenly Attorney General Eueene Cook, until 
then an approvlnelr *llent member of the comml*- 
alon board, threatened an lnvestlteUon of T. T. 
William* Jr. and all hi* works. Last week William* 
vesUutd • • • 



1959 Workshops have already been 
scheduled on Campus Leadership for In- 
tegration < April 3-5); Community Serv- 
ices and Segregation (May 17-29), 
including weekend conference (May 21- 
**); Registration and Voting (June 21-6); 
Community Leadership and Integrated 
Housing (July 19-24); Workshop for 
Foreign Visitors over Labor-Day Week- 
end; and Human Aspects of Migration 
(October). 
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Folk Schror (HFS-) ha*- been the 
past inv**s//.gation by the Bureau 
erous cin&kfoints received 
.munist activities at the school, 
ed primarily by donations; offers 
courses of " instruction in labor organization, 
social economics and the general field of labor 
education; has had communists on its staff Q>ut 
has never ofTered courses of instruction^ on 
communist matters nor has the CP ever succeeded 
in gaining control of itTjx C O N FIDENTIA L 
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TO: 



FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 




iy HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, 
Monteagle, Tennessee 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Knoxville News-Sentinel for 1/29/59, carried local 
news story date-lined Nashville, Tennessee, 1/29/59, under by-line 
of Eli TOPP, News-Sentinel Nashville Correspondent, reporting that 
* the Tennessee Legislature (Senate and House) on 1/28/59, unanimously 
adopted and sent to the Governor a joint resolution directing 
him to name a committee of five legislators to investigate reports 
of "subversive" activities at the Highlander Folk School, near 
Monteagle, Tennessee. The committee would have power to subpoena 
witnesses and school records, and would report back to this 
session, of the Legislature. 

The resolution is quoted, in part, as charging that 
Highlander Folk School, and other organizations affiliated with 
it, "are allegedly involved in activites subversive to and contrary 
to the forms of good Government". Sponsors of the resolution were 
listed as Rep. HARRY LEE SENTER, Bristol; and Rep. S. A. RHINEHART, 
Spencer, Tennessee*, Senator BARTON DEMENT, of Murf reesboro, is 
quoted as saying "HFS is nothing but a finishing school for 
Communist". Reg SggTTER was critical of HFS for inter-mingling of 
the races. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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(Type in plain text or code) 
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(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



Copy of above-mentioned news item enclosed to Bureau 



It is suggested Memphis, at Nashville, follow proposed 
legislative investigation of HFS through press, furnishing Bureau 
and Knoxville with pertinent clippings. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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'ftecort/s 4re Open* 



Highlander Folic 
Probe Approved 



By ED TOPP 

K«r»-*«iti!rti Kttfanne Ctmapmimt 

NASHVILLE, Jan. 29 — Is 
Highlander Folk School really ■ 
nest of Red comrades? . 

Tennessee legislators mean to 
rind out. Without a dissenting 
vote in either the Senate or 
House, a joint resolution was 
adopted yesterday and sent to the 
Governor to investigate reports 
or Subversive" activities at the 
Inter-racial school hear Mont- 
' «fle. Term. ... ■'-.,. 
j Today, -however, the resolution 
f jvas recalled for an amendment, 
ine sponsors said the resolution 
will be amended to put a 55000 
Urmt on the cost of the investiga- 
tion. , * 

Myles Honon, director of High- 
lander Folic, replied to yester- 
day s action. He said no legis- 
lative act was necessary to carry 
out an investigation of the school. 
'Had Oaly To A»k* 

"While we have always wel- 
comed investigation and invited 
visitors, of whom many have 
J**n our Government's guesU 
irom foreign countries, we pre- 
fer io have only 4 f ew observers 

fi ' !i me j° * s «* to distract 
^?j h i educational activities/' 

said Horton. 

,. '.'° 4 ur records~the list of con- 
•' ! 'Jtors f faculty members itu- 
"" " anything - are open to 
S'^H 1 " 1 ' «d a]w *ys have 

n!2' ^° n 8a)d - " Thev didn't 
need authorization to get them 
A!» they had to do was ask? 

nrS*Jii ded ftat "***" ar * not 
rWtJ l,d - f* ver ^ bw any 
Sft? «S!5? officially connected 
«th Highlander school. I am not 
"7,^ "ever have been « 
member of the Communist Part? 

^e - Communist.'' 

-fas- Subpen* Power 

-t^I J" 011 * " directs the Gov- 
ernor to name two Senators aod 
tcf t Representatives to a soe- 

ST5ES "* * ich001 «* "iw 

JU findings to the Legisla£~ 



see'* neighboring states have in- 
vestigated Highlander Folk inlhe 
past, that the school has .received 
attention of veteran* organiza- 
tions, and that It has recently 
attracted the attention of the 
Arkansas attorney general. 

To remain on a tax-exempt 
status as an educational institu- 
tion, Highlander Folk' must re- 
port each -year to the U. S. In- 
ternal Revenue Service that it 
has not taken part in any prop- 
aganda activities, said Norton, 
' If *here were any subversive' 
activities;" he said, "the Federal 
Government would know 
about it/ 1 : ' ■'■-,'-.■: ;.t .;.: '. ' 

Ha* Tax-Exempt Status 
Horton related that Highlander 
Folk had been challenged a* t 
it* eligibility for tax exemprioi 
last year, and that the schoo 
was removed from a tax-exemp 
status for a period. After tht 
Internal Revenue Service looked 
into the matter, the tax-exempt 
status was returned, he added. 
Horton, 54. is a n a t J v e of 
Savannah, Term. He received 
his bachelor's, degree from 
Cumberland University and his 
master's degree from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. He said he 
is a member of the delegate as- 
sembly of the Adult Education 
Association and is chairman of 
the Residential Adult Education 
Section of the AEA. He said he 
will head the American AEA 
delegation to the international 
conference in Germany next 
September. . . 

€4te« «Reporr 
SprinlOed on the desks' of leg- 
islators yesterday were copies of 
a so-called report in 1957 by the 
Georgia Commission on Eduea' 
nop. The paper referred to th 
school as a Communist tra 
ground. Chief feature of th 
pamphiet was a , photographic 
layout of Highlander Folk', non- 
•egregjjted situation. -lx«g u»tM 
t alleged Communist-front or- 
anuations conned*-* •*-'*■- -" 
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perm witnesses and school rec- 
ords. 

The resolution wu 
twice. One amendment' ires 
that the investigators reywJt to 
the Legislature as well. as to the 
Governor. The other added a 
phraj* saying the Investigation 
was made for the purpose of tak- 
ing appropriate legislative action. 
This, it was said, was necessary 
to make the amendment consti- 
tutional. 

Trained Labor Leaders 

The resolution charges that 
Highlander, and other organiza- 
tions affiliated with it, "are al- 
legedly Involved in activities sub- 
versive to and contrary to the 
forms of good government" 

When it was founded, High- 
lander specialized in training la- 
bor leaders. In recent years it 
has added integration workshops 
to its schedule. The school is sup- 
ported by contributions from in- 
dividuals, organizations served by 
the school, foundations and tui- 
tions. 

Mrs. Roosevelt Spoke 

Speakers at the school last 
summer included Mr&.^Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and Harry Golden, 
humorist and editor" oT Tne Xa ro- 
lina Israelite of Charlotte, IV 'C. 

vie "Rev". "Martin Luther K ing, 
Negro integration leader " of 
Montgomery, Ala., and Rosa 
Parks, whose action touchecToff 
Tn~e~Montgomery bus boycott, are 
among those listed by Highlander 
as having attended integration 
workshops at the school. 

Ever since Highlander Folk 
wps established 'in the mountain- 
ous region about 1932, reports 
have sprang up from time to 
+'"e + .hif the school was a train- 
ing ground for Communists. 

There never has been any pre- 
tense about the policy of non- 
segregation at the school. That 
has caused resentment from- time 
to time, A summer camp for 
.youngsters has been run in con- 
junction with th* mcAtoel. mnd th»t. 
♦•-xi, Hm dl»reg»n4ed color or 
race. 

No Aeadnmnle Oturiet 

"Hijtfilander Folk School in no* 
affiliated with any organization* 
b<jf m»kr» *t» service* svailahl* 
to individual* on a non-discrimi- 
natory haiia provided «Vy are 
open- min-Vd." M»d Ilarton. 

AcsVmw ftgriM are n»* 
U irH *'. I!;xVaf*Vr F^**. Th*» 
s-e tf—.nurt. arrrkahnf* and d.-*- 
r&i.-yti g-nuja !lu!ed f**>>7 •* 
V.-* » >«vi U. * tVT«OTsj,-j to u* 
r~*#-* that memhrrah p ha tv 
v ir. !«*r. , > *-• \s\ »" *•> *rr* 
*•*<•*. «t «hougM and rwUftm V 
♦*j >*: t-jp*t to • LvelArr*!. ed » 
.. »-, a.-^ hf''Jx. to e>e,A»: t%+ 
pnrtimtf to parbrtjMW In nV »-u'> 
hart I hfs ft the rnm^tuei*> at] *" 
evj.ial *te++t lo puN* t»ruiUct 

With * de mo rr a ur goal. M <*■ 
H-^tod. *v* are In ■ pmjtwin lr 
f sM anythtnf that f*$ In t> 
laajr. wither Jt he lota.itar.ar 
OsmmunUm or Fascism." 
HMr U Late* 

Presenting the resolution for a 
■*-<?■ in the House yesterday. 
* •--. <•*--.- I,ee Senter, Bristol 
i.Kcrr.ocr*^ declared, "The hour 
1% late for this investigation, but 
n^i too late to show to the world 
that i'enessee does revere and 
»<.sp5ci the great heritage that 
has been passed down to us by 
our matchless ancestors." 



port" was made by The Mem- 
phis Press-Scimitar last Decem- 
ber. It was found there vhad 
been a change in the personnel 
and a reorganization of. the 
Georgia Commission on Educa- 
tion since the "report" was put* 
liahed. Paul Stevenson, the pres- 
ent executive secretary, said the 
literature -was not a- report/- "It 
was a pamphlet," he said, "dis- 
tributed by the former secretary. 
It was not an official stale re- 
port." ...*.. ■•:■»'- 

t Asked whether the present 
commission had published any 

" material on Highlander Folk. 
Stevenson replied: "We don't 
deal with any kind of propa- 
ganda. We accumulate facts." 
He added that he didn't know 
anything about the school. 

•Want Intermingling' 
Senter said the school fosters 
intefated classes and inter- 
mingling of the races. Re p. S . 
A. Rhinehar t, Spencer Demo- 
crat, tne otner sponsor, said: 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 





■■ called me this morning and stated he 

had had inquiry from the press concerning the above school indicating ur , 
the Tennessee legislature intended to look into the activities of the school and 
his inquiry was whether or not we had ever investigated the Highlander 
Folk School. 

After ch ecking with the Domestic Intelligence Division, I 
advisedflBHH^^ that we had made some limited inquiry concerning • 
the school several years ago when it was alleged it was a hot bed for communists, 
and we forwarded a memorandum to Assistant Attorney General Bazelon 
dated February 21, 1947, and that we had also forwarded a memorandum C- / 
to Peyton Ford dated February 26, 1951, regarding the matter. I told him, ( 

however, we were in no position to state we had ever investigated the 
school nor would it be-tg^he Bureau's or the Department's advantage , v 
to indicate that we haoSinvestigated the school. I briefly described the 
background of the sc hool to him and suggested I felt best not to comment on 
the matter. ^B» stated he agreed and that he would get the point across 
there is no current activity on the part of the Department in this matter. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, 
MONTE AGLE, TENNESSEE 
IS - X 

Re Knoxville air-tel to Bureau dated 2/12/59. 

There is submitted herewith one copy of news 
article entitled, "Inquiry Assured for Highlander", which 
appeared in the 2/1V59, issue of the Chattanooga Tiase. 
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5 Men' to" Conduct Probe 

Will Be Named After 

Ellington Signs 

from Chattanooga Timet Bureau 
NASHVILLE — Prompt ap- 
pointment of a legislative com- 
mittee to Investigate Highland- 
er Folk School was promised 
Tuesday by House and Senate 
speakers soon after the General 

Assembly, authorized -the in- 
quiry. -" 

Lt. Gov. William D. Baird 
of Lebanon said he already has 
decided upon the two senators 
he will name to the five-man 
committee. But he declined to 
reveal the names until the res- 
olution is signed by Gov. Elling- 
ton, possibly Wednesday. 

House Speaker James L. Bo- 
mar of Shelbyville promised the 
three representatives for the 
joint Senate -House committee 
will be designated "within 24 
hours" after the .governor acts. 
His choice, he said, will be "non- 
political." 

Sponsors Have Boles 
Legislative custom dictates 
the sponsors of an investigation 
of this type be named to the 
committee. In that event, two 
of those certain of appointment 
**e_Be&_Harry Lee Se nter o f| 
Bristol, who initiated the pro- 
posed inquiry, and Sen. Barton 
Dement of Murfreesboro, who 
put it through the Senate. 

Final approval for the inves- 
tigation came by a 22 to 8 vote 
of the Senate, sending the .res- 
olution to Ellington, who al- 
ready had said he would sign 

Jiam Pny Nine, Colw FUJI 



INQUIRY ASSURED 
FOR HIGHLANDER 

From Page One ; . 

it reluctantly. He doubted the 
hasty investigation}" which must 
be concluded by March 10, 
would accomplish much. 

The senators haggled over a 
number of technicalities before 
voting *5,000 for the investi- 
gation. One senator complained 
about a lack of copies of the 
resolution, while another 
claimed it had not been read 
in full by the clerk. ' 
The Senate recessed for 15 
. .minutes whils the . Rev. r Carl 
' t Efrby of Tracy .City laid" 'down 
I, a fusillade -of charges at the 
CTAWly. integrated adult educa- 
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as a part-time Methodist 
preacher, missionary and gospel 
singer, asked for 45 minutes to 
present his case igafcwt-_High- 
lander and its director, Mylea 
Horton. 

Speaks Fast 
When senators protested their 
work schedule would allow him 
only a third of that, he at- 
tempted to cram the full speech 
'into the allotted time. 

Talking with machine - gun 
speed which made his sentences 
sometimes unintelligible, Kirby 
accused Highlander of being 
subversive, of harboring Com- 
munist, sympathizers and fo- 
menting industrial strife. He 
waved affidavits and read from 
cards and documents which "hs : 
claimed back up his allegations. 
.This .. evidence, ha asserted, 
was available only to him and 
the Feder al B ureau of Inv esti- 
gation. — — — T* . . ""■-.■ 
- But he asked the Legislature 
call off the investigation,, claim- 
ing records necessary to estab- 
lish charges against the school 
already had been removed from 
Monteagle in anticipation of the 
inquiry. 

Kirby urged instead that the) 
Legislature proceed at once to, 
enact a law putting Highlander 
out of business. He promised the 
Legislature he would supply a 
bill "with teeth in it." \ 

Horton has said repeatedly he 
would welcome the investigation 
and that all records and data 
relative to the school he estab- 
lished in 1932 will be made 
available. He *flemand«l the 
Legislature make a complete in- 
quiry and either cle ar his sch ool 
or close 11. 
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